ARMED GUARD VOYAGE REPORTS
S.S. EDWIN W. MOORE
LIBERTY SHIP

September 8, 1943 to April 1, 1944

In Honor Of Howard V. Hoskins, Armed Guard Onboard




Armed Guards On Board In Alphabetical Order

Broughton, Louis M.
Cunningham, Charles R.
Diferdinando, George William
Hoskins, Howard V.
Jager, Stephen Joseph
Jordan, Donald E.
Joyce, William 1.
Juhol, Allan M.
Karnemont, Harry M.

. Kenney, William

. Kitzmiller, Elmer J.

. Lapere, Lloyd L.

. Lepley, Bernal L.

. Light, Harold J.

. Lindstrom, Warren W.

. Mann, Wilford L.

. Morse, Charles R.

. O’Connell, Wilbur R.

. Rackley, Norbin J.

. Ratcliff, William J.

. Ratto, Bert R.

. Rumis, Harry A.

. Salsgiver, Reginald D.

. Saunders, Charles E.

. Semon, Eugene J.

. Shearin, Frank Jr.

. Shepherd, Thomas A.

. Sprouls, John Thomas

. Steen, George Bruce

. Walters, Edward Anthony

. Wicks, Dewey L.

. Wilhelm, Donald J.
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Brothers
Howard Hoskins, Armed Guard in rear
Homer Hoskins, Aircraft Mechanic, in front
Picture taken in 1944
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From: Harry M. KARNEMONT, EMSIGN, D-V(S), USNR
in Co:mend of Armed Guard’ Uait aboard SS EDWIN W. MOORE
To: Chief of Naval Opsrations

Subj: Structural Test Tiring of Guus Installed on Armed
U. S. Flag kerchant Vegsels

Ref: (a) CHO's restricted ltr of Dec. 1, 1941, Serial
396123 -

1. In accordence with Reference (a) structural test firing

of the gun aboard 83 EDWIN W. MOORE was done on

August 30, 1943,

2. Safety preceautions were observed as required by Navy
Regulations.

3 sfter firing, foundation end holding down bolts were
xarnined and found tc be secure.

HARR M. KARNEMONT ,
ENSIGN, D-V(sS) USNR

ce: BuOrd .

BuShips ‘
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Form 64

From: Harry ki, KARNEMONT, INSIGN, D-V(3),USNR

To:

in Cormand of Araed Guard UAlt aboard SS EDWIN W. MOORE
Chief of Navel Cperations '

Subj: . Structural Test Tiring of Guas Installed on Armed

U. 8. Flag lierchant Vessels

Ref': (a) Ci0's restricted ltr of Dec. 1, 1941, Serial
396123 :

1. In accordance with Reference (&) etructural test firing
" of the guns aboard 38 EDWIF‘W. HOORE was done on
Avgust 30, 1943. , \

2. Safety oreceutlons were observed as reoulred by Navy
Regulations.

3e After firing, foundation end holding down bolts were

examined end Tfound to be securs.
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Eégggzzﬂ. KARNERONT,
ENSIGN, D-V(S)USIR
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Voyage, report of -- S.S. COUFIDLUTIAL
: Page 2.

D. Speed of vessel: %9 knots. Lights shown: Plue stern in
WETrRWeathner

‘Fog Signals: . Zig Zag: Yes No % ,

Incidents out of routine:

E, Copy of written or radio orders received by vessel
from foreign government officials attached,

F. Did commerg%al radio operator appear to follow wartime
radio instructions? Yes o .

G. Defects or deficiencies in locatlon or arrangenent of
battery and of Armed Guard quarters, or in equipment as regards
material, personnel, or operation.

There are no alarm bells in the gunner's quarters amidships nor

is there any in the gunrery officer's quarters. During practice drills several

of the men have failed to be aroused.

H. Did naster and officers of ship carry out Instructions
for Ngval Transportation and U, S, Merchant Vessels in Time of lvar?
Yes _° No . ’

I, Recommendations for Improved Armed Guard Services:

Nowe

: J. Report of improper procedure on part of frieﬁdly air-
craft approaching a Merchant Vessel,

PRoPeR

e Mo Ko
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CONFIDTNTIAL

ARIT'D GUARD VOYAGT. RTPORT

From: Ensign Harry M Karnemont. B #(S),USNR y In command of

Armed Guard Unit Aboard 8 S Edwin W. Moore .
To Vice Chief of Naval Operations. ]
Via Port Director, Naval Transport Service, City of

New Yprk, New York » .
Subject: Voyage, report of.

Reference: {(A4) General Instructions for Commanding Officers of
Naval Armed Guard on Merchant Ships, 1942, Chapter
IV’ SGCtiOn l}». d‘“h)‘
1. In accordance with reference (a), the %ing infor-(,,
metion is submitted, s

~nre

4. Name and type of vessel: _Edwin W. Moore , Liberty ship

T ——— .

Owner of vessel: War Shipping Administration

Gross tons: 7, a4k Cargo: sulphur & cotton Charter: _Americap

B. Port of departure: Galveston, Texas

Time and date of departure: 1635 on September 8, 1943

Sailed in convoy: _from New Orlegpene: . No., of ships in

convoy: from N&w Orleams,12; from Key West,16; from Savannah,15; from Norfolk,11,
. T To Key West, 2 tankers, 3 LST'S, 7 cargo; to Savannah 3
'No, and types of vesselsg: tankers, 13 cargo; to Norfolk 2 tankers, 13 cargo; to N.
R < lankers, 9 cargo., ‘
No. and types of escort aircraft: Blimps and aircraft of different types on
dirlerent occasions - never very continuous

Port of arrival: New York, N.Y.

Time and date of arrival: Passed Ambrose Lightship at 0545, September 22, 1943

C. Detailed account of contact with eneny:

No contact with the emenmy.
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1st Endorsement

CONFIDENTIAL T7 Battery Flace, New York, N.Y.
SERIAL PDNYF 012705 23 September 1943
From: _ The Port Director, Third Naval District.
To: - The Vice Chief of Naval Operatlons.
Subject:  Voyage report of s S. EDWIN w. l‘uOORE.
: R : Forwarded.
Y 3G S - ' p. 6./REINICEE,
' I B / Méhﬁ
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ARMED GUAED VOYAGE REPORT
From: Ensign Harry M. Karnemont, D-V(S), USNR, In command of Armed
Guard Unit Aboard S. S. Edwin W. Moore,
Tos Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
Viacs U. S. Naval Liaison Officer for the Port of Liverpool, England.
Subject: Voyage, report of.

Reference: (A) General Instructions for Commanding Officers of Naval Armed
Guard on Merchant Ships, 1942, Chapter IV, S ection 4.

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following information is
submitted.

A. The name of the vessel is the S. S. Edwin W. Moore; the
type, Liberty ship; the owner, War Shipping Administration; gross tons, 7,244t
cargo, sulphur, cotton and deck cargo consisting mostly of Army vehicles;
charter, American.

B. Port of departure was New York, N. Y., U. S. A., on September
28, 1943 at 1130 G. C. T. Sailed in convoy except from early in the morning of
September 26, 1943, uniil 1700 G. C. T. October 2, 1943, when we were lost from the
convoy due to fog. From New York to the rendezvous with éertain ships from
Halifax, Nova Scotia, there were thirty-seven ships in convoy and of these four-
teen were tankers and the rest cargo save for one which was cargo and passenger.
Twelve additional ships were supposed to have joined at the Halifax rendezvous,
but not being in convoy at the time they joined up I have no knowledge of
whether they did or not. When it became possible to count the ships, T dis~
covered that there were forty-one in all. The first two days out of New York
we had a @hBll amount of air coverage, but after th:it ve had no more unkil
October 37‘ 1943, when a British Liberator escorted the convoy for an entire
day.  Ti.e next coverage occurred on October 11, 1943, when a PBY met the convoy
and continued with it all day. The port of arrival wes Liverpool, England,
where we moored at 1 King's at 1245, October 13, 1943.

C. Contget with the enemy, if at all, occurred on October g,
1943, when a corvette dropped two light depth charges. Nothing further was
heard or seen.

D. The speed was from ejght to ten knots. Tre only lights
shown were stern fog lights. We did not zig zag.

%, The commertial radio operator appeared to follow wartime
radio instructions.

=" "F,  Forward magazine has a tendency to take in water in heavy
~weathér,

(ol

¢, lYaster and officers of ship appeared to carry out Instruct-
ions for Naval Transportation and U. S. Merchat Vessels in Time of War,

H. Friendly aircraft approached convoy pro



CONFIDZNTIAL Pt Mo Ast. Endorsement to S.5. EDWIN W, MOCRS
éQ(Tr) 1169 //d§ biee, NaIn i enangy ge Heport of (undated)
arial O {
| 1251943 U.S. NAVAL PORT OFFICE,: / 7 /
g FCive 361 Royal Liver Building, =

From: U.8, Naval Port Officer, Liverpool, England.
To The Chief of Naval Operations.
Via Commander, U,S. Naval Forces in Europe.
1. Forwarded. Attention is invited to paraﬁraph F of basic report.

Inspected by this office and believed due to tvpa nsfruction of magazine rather
than to leak, £;f§§3

T F HOLZINGm

Ll»utenant, USFR.,

AC ting .

End--2 UNITED STATES FLIET
U.S. NAVAL FORCES IN EUROPE

3 e 20 GRQSVENOR 5QUARE
serial UZISJ

LONDON, W.1l.
NCT 181943
CONFIDENTIAL \
From: Commander, U.S. Naval Forz¢s in Europe. \
To Vice Chief of Naval Operations. R N
9 ’
1. Forwarded. \'}\
Y
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( 4. G.BRAY, J%., i ‘
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1/, October, 1943, Zj’ f/
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CONFIDENTIAL
SERIAL PDNYF.

NRB--38605—21 Sep 43—5)

Date ___1 October 2943

Subject: nd/or personnel assigned by Port Director to
type
on 22 Sept. 1943
2. The following additional personnel were placed on board:
NAME RATING BRANCH , SERVICE NO. ATTACHED
SPROULS, John Thomes Sic(BN) — V=6,USEK ~ 710 25 60 9f27/43
MATERIAL FURNISHED
Under Cognizance of BuORD: i none
Under Cognizance of BuSHIPS: per attachsd sheet
Report on Clothing and Publications: per_attached sheet
F. G. REINI -
Copy to: OPNAV _ ﬁ,Z; 2
BuORD AP S LA N 4
BuSHIPS By

BuPERS (Complete w/C.L. 27-42)
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3 Lpogy NRB—36899—27 july 43—ioM.

THIRD NAVAL DISTRICT
OFFICE OF PORT DIRECTOR
17 Battery Place, New York, N. Y.

CONFIDENTIAL

SERIAL PDNYF____012943 Date___1 October 1943

From: Port Director, Third Naval District,

To: Chief of Naval Operations.

Subject: Supplementary report of supplies issued and/or personnel assigned by Port Director to.
SS EDVWIN W, MOORE , gross tonnage. type

arrived from _.__ GAL VESTON on 3
1. The following U. S. Naval Personnel comprise the Armed Guard crew on subject vessel upon

vessel’s arrival in this port:

NAME RATING BRANCH SERVICE No. DETACHED

_EARNEMONT, Earry M. Ens. D-¥(S) ,USIR 208351

_MORSE, Charles R, Cox 329 14 85
WILHELM, Donald J. __GM3¢ 244 29 11
WICKXS, Dewey Lo GM3c 656 168 93
BROUGHTON, Louis M. Sl¢ 634 45 77
HOSKINS, Howard V. Sle 867 38 11
JORDAN, Donald E. Sic 874 99 32
JOYCE  William I, Sl¢ 857 56 12
JUHOL, Allan M. Slec 857 56 73
KENNEY, William Sle 857 56 43
KITZMILLER, Elmer Jo Slc 874 99 22
LAPERE, Lloyd L. Sic 306 36 92
LEPLEY Bernal L. Sle 306 37 61
LIGHT, Harold Je Sle 291 92 79
LINDSTROM, Warren W, Slc : 306 _37 02
MANN, Wilford L. _ Sl¢ 857 56 52
RACKLEY, -Nordin Je : Slc 875 54 93
RATCLIFF Willism J, i Slec 828 13 7M1
BATTO, Bért Re . Slc 726 63 13
RUMIS, Harry Ao Sic 874 90 39
SALSGIVER Reginald D. Slc 313 01 87

—SAUNDERS ‘Charles Ee Slc 875 56 87
SEMON _Eugene Jo Slc 856 92 15
SHEARIN Frank Jre Slc 863 82 89

_S! 8 Ae Slw © 726 63 21

_CUNNINGHAM, Charles Re SM2e ' 238 71 20

_O'COMNELL Wilbur R, —8lc(sM) 071704

1¢Y)



U. 5, NAVAL ASMID CUARD CINTER (BROOKLYN, H.Y,)

RZPORT OF MATERIALS FURIISHED TO ALRVED GUARD UNITS

C:.NFIDBLTIAL

SERIAL PDNYF 012943 . ) DATE 1 October 1943

TN THUCTIW I.3U3D TO ARED GUARD OFFICERS - S3 EDWIN W. MOORE

1. @Qenersl Instructions for Comnanding Officers of Naval érmed Guards
on Ferchant Ships. (1943 Third Edition).

2. Recent Supplementsry Informstion for Armed Guard Commanders.,

3. Bulletins form VCNO to '_’*r-méd Guard Commanders to date.

4, Manual for Lifeboatmen and Able Seamen ~ Publighed by U. 5., Depart-
ment of Commerce, Burezu of ¥arine Inspection and ¥avization
August, 1941,

5, Censorship Regulations.

6. Ordnance and Gunnery Tnstructions for Naval ‘rmed Guard on iferchert
Suips. (1943 Third 2dition),

7. Wartime Sa'fe"oy easures for Yercrant ¥arine, Bducstional Series

Clothing listed below is.ued t_o o officers and___1 _enlisted men:

No,.2 puvlished January 1943.

ALL ABCVE BULLETINS ISSUED,_XNO

TXCEFT # —

1OVABLE B UIFLZNT I35U&D TO 4rdiiD GUARD UNIT

STANDAZD o~PICI.L (INTZR CLOTHING
QUALTITY. IROIT ITEM.

1, 1 NO. Wil &T,cUnGLa CLOTE ___

2. 1 PR. ROTICo ,Cio:l SRBTTE______ —

3. > KO, " JACKET,JUNGLE CLOTH,

4. 1 FR. T TROUS Blts , JUHGLE

2 1 NO. T J/.CKET, P."RKA ,RUBBTRI. ZD
THOUSERS , KUBBERIZED

-4 2 __K0. UNDEESHIRTS ,BAVY, .

9. 2 FR. _ DRAJBRS,MIAVY, T

16. 3 PR. _S0CKS HILVY. -

11 L —rke L ITTRLS, L3S TIAK ,, LINAD

1% L0, —_FACE 10K, FELT -

13 ) TR T GOGGLRES

4, L0 CO'T, SEEPLLIN (CFFICER'E)

ie: . conFTETe ___pmp GR0S§ OUTFIT______

15,.

50U E5TER HAT, OILSKIF COaT o TROUSERS
FOR 1/3 OF C:EW PLUS (8) SP4ARZ OUTFITS.

Welfare and recrestional geer issued o 9 officers and Q__en-

1isted men.

Comments:__
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: ’ PORT DIRECTOR'S MATERIEL REPORT
FOR ARMED GUARD UNIT
CONFIDENTIAL I
SERIAL PD ON BOARD §§ EDWIN W, MOORE -
ITEM QUANTITY
5 NO. UNIT DESCRIPTION STOCK NO. TITLE
1 Each BAG, canvas, weighted (L)24-B-62 C.
2 Cells. BATTERIES, flashlight 17-B-7210 C
3 Cells. BATTERIES, dry hand lantern A-17-B-7600. C
4 Each BATTERIES, for kit, multipurpose AC. 17-B-7725 C
5 Each BELTS, sidearm, automatic A(L)2-B-1490_____ B
6. 1 Pair. BINOCULARS, 6x30. 18-B-1137. B.
7 Each BLINKER, signal gun, battery tp 17-B-16000 B
8 Each BOTTLES, v: 1qt $3-B-500. B
9 Each CASE, first-aid (Armed Guard). S-2-510. -
10 yes Misc. CLEANING, supplies (brushes, buckets, rags) C.
n__<0 Lbs CLOTHS, cleaning and wiping 27-C-2685 c

12 Set. FLAGS, alphabet code No. 4. 5-F-255t0 280 C_
13 Set FLAGS, numeral No. 4 (Pennants) 5-P951to 960 C__
14 Set FLAGS, hore S-F-5100 & S110.—_ C___
15 Each FLASHLIGHTS, 2 cell pocket type 17-F-13452 C.
16. Each GAS MASKS, 1-NC. ; 1-NDO. A (L)37-M-105.
A(LY37-M-110——— B
17 6 Pair. GOGGLES & Lenses, 1.d 37-G-3450 & 37-1.-237______C____
18.—6Pair Lenses, d.d 37-G-3450 & 37-L-241_______C___
19. Each HELMETS, steel, standard A (L)2-H-1006. B
20 Each HOLSTERS, .38 cal. revolver. A(L)2-H-1445— B
21 Set HOOK, SNAPS, RINGS 42-H-32500. C.
22 5 Gals. KEROSENE 14-K-235, C—_
23 2 No. LAMPS, 8" signal searchlight. 17-1-4921 & 4922 C.____
24 10 Each LAMPS, flashlight 17-L-6320. C
25 Each LAMPS, hand lantern 17-L-6390. C
26 No LAMPS, multipurpose signal ‘light. 17-L.-6901 C——
27. Each LANTERNS, hand port. type “J” 17-L-7761 B
8 <k Each LOCKS, pad, 1%* 42-L-15100. c—
29 Each MEDICAL GUN BAG, ip t. S.2-03
30. Each MEGAPHONES 37-M-330 & 335— . C__
31. Pair. MITTENS, ition-hldg. asbes. 37-M-392 B
2__9 Gals PAINT, white paste 52-P-5335-5 c—
33 Each REVOLVERS, .38 cal A(L)2-R-718 B
34, Each. ROPE, 300 fath 1%* manila {/spar. 21-R-135. b C—
35 Each SEARCHLIGHT, signal, 8" GE 400-S-4291 B
36. Kit. SIGNAL LIGHT, AC multipurpose. 17-L.-12929.
ND Spec. 17-L-15. B,
37, Each SPAR, towing. 23-S-180. B
38 Each SPY GLASS, quartermaster, 16 power. -A-18-5-2255 B
39 ¥@8 _ Misc.___STATIONERY, (No. 53 items) (Not over $30.) C— o
40, Each TARPAULINS, No. 2 canvas. 24-P-23 C—
41 1l Gals TINTING MATERIAL, Formula 5-T-M. 52-T-842-5. Co
42
43
DEGAUSSING OPERATION
Type of Coils Comp Compensated__._.___ I <V S
(Monly; MF & Q; MF; Q & A) Standard - yes
Steering yes I
Not coiled-Date Wiped__________ __________________ or Date Flashed
Date Calibrated 9/33/L3 Ranged New Orleans

D D 4 (Wolf Trap, Newport, etc.)
ate Deperme

(If shown necessary by range.)
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CONFIDENTIAL
ARMED GUARD VOYAGE RZPORT
From: Ens. Harry M. Karnemont, D-V§), USNR, In Command of Armed Guard
Unit Aboard the S. S. Edwin W. Moore.
To: Chief of Naval Operations.
Via: Port Director, Naval Transportation Service, New York, New York.

Subject: Voyage, report of.

Reference: (A) General Instructions for Commanding Officers of Naval
Armed Guard on Merchant Bhips, 1943, Chapter IV, Section 4

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following information
is submitted.’

A. Name of vessel, Edwin W. Moore; type of vessel, Liberty

. 8hip; owner of vessel, United States Maritime Commission; gross tons,

75 2443 no cargo; charter, American.

B. Port of departure was Naples, Italy, at 0940, December 19,
1943. Assumed position 52 in convoy of nine ships of which seven were
cargo, one a tanker and one an LST. Arrived at Augusta, Sicily, at 1240
on December 20, and anchored there until 1530 December 21, when we joined
outgoing convoy of twenty-two ships assuming position 51, All of these
ships were cargo except for two tankers. On the morning of December 22,
we joined convoy of twenty-three ships from Malta and in this convoy we
assumed poeition 111, At 1615 on December 2h, ship 114 left convoy in
the direction of Bone. On morning of De&cember 27, four ships from Oran
Joined the convoy. Arrived at Gibralter early on the morning of December
28, where the Commodore's ship and several others left the convoy and
where several others joined us. The new convoy consisted of forty-one
cargo ships - all but one Liberty ships - and eight tankers. On morning
of December 29, four cargo ships and a U, S. Navy tanker Jjoined convoy
and at 0900 on same day the tanker in position 42 left convoy and pro-~
ceeded in a south-easterly direction. During afternoon of Jamuary 12,
1944, we were shifted to position 55. At 1600, Jamuary 14, convoy split
and the main portion consisting of thirty-six ships took direct course
for New York, the others proceeding toward Hampton Roads, Virginia. From
Naples to Augusta, Sicily, we were escorted by six British escorts four
©f which were of the DE class and two of which were of the SC class.
From Augusta to where we Joined the Malta convoy we were escorted by three
ships af the DE class and an additional escort, a destroyer, joined with
Malta convoy. The same afternoon a light cruiser was first discovered
among the escorts. Leaving Gibralter our escorts were three DD's and
six DE's and the next day, December 29, we were Joined by anadditional DD
and another DE. Ot danuary 14, 1944, when the convoy split, eight of the
escorts remained with us. Escort aircraft numbering tow to four and
consisting of fighter planes and medium bombers accompanied us daily from
Augusta to Gibralter. In the vicinity of the Azores a Liberator escorted
us for severdl days. Beginning about Janusrey 10, 1944, we had daily
escort by a patrol boat. Port of arrival was New York, New York, at /150
on Jamary 17, 1944, ' ' '

C. The only evidence of contact with the eneny, ~except for
warnings from time to tdme, occurred the second day out of Gibralter

s
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GONFIDENTIAL ,
N P
when the destroyer off our starboard bow dropped two depth charges, and #° “
on January 13, 1944, when we were notified that a submarine had been
sighted one hundred miles dead ahead in the vicinity of 34° 45' N, 64°
L5' W. We altered our course shortly thereafter.

D. Speed of convoy varied from four to nine knots in the
Mediterranean and from six to nine and one half across the Atlantic. Ko
lights were shown except the blue stern light onthe nights of December 19
and January 15, and for intervals at other times., Convoy did a small
amount of zig-zagging while in the Mediterranean.

E. Torpedo nets were used from 0930 December 24, to 1600
December 25. No resudts were observed.

F. Commercial radio operator appeared to follow wartime
radlo instructions,

G. Master and officers appeared to carry axt Instructions
for Naval Transportation and U. S. Merzhant Vessels in Time of War ex~
cept that there was considerable drinking on the part of the Merchant
crew on the night of December 24, 1943, which I think should have been
prevented.

Do
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H. The principal defect in equipment is in the after mag-
azine where the stanctions have been inclined to give way with a severe
roll of the ship. On several occasions we were forced to move the amu-
nition. A further difficulty is experienced in connection with the tor-
pedo nets which interfere with the effective firing of the machine guns.

J. Armed Guard Services could be improved by an improvement

- in petty officer personnel and by giving a greater number of the enlisted
. personnel gunnery schooling in addition to their "boot" training.
J. Frieddly aircraft approached convoy properly at all times,

lst Zndorsenent
COITIDLNTTIAL 17 Battery Place, ilew Jorlk
SERIAL PDLYE 016130 18 Januvary 1044

Irori: The Port Director, Third Naval Distri€
To: The Chief of Naval Cperations.
QAT IR IO,
Subj: Voyage report of S.5. IZDWIN W. IIOCRE.
. B . i

1. Forwarded.

2. The defects reported in Par. () have been referred
ad,fﬂkﬁiepartmento concerned.
285
Aﬁ Report on torpedo net defense is attached.

e ) l
A i . RWINTCYE,




 ~PORT ON TORPEDO NET DEFE!
(T.N.D,)

Upon completion of a voyage, it is requested that cach Armed Guaord
Commander f4ill out this report as a neans of devermining the eficc-
tiveness, as well as weaknesscs, of thce T.NaDs

Lo

2e

Se

6e

e

Usoe of T.N.D. T
(a) Amount of time in use _Approximately 4 da

(b) Distance in nautical miles _ Approximately 500 miles
Were both sides used? yes . .

(a) Explanztion

Operation of TeNeDe
(a) Approximcte time in lowering net 1 hr.
(b) Approximate time in raising net 1 hr. 30 _min,
(¢) Did Navy croew assist in operation of tho defence?
(1) If so, in what capacity, and how many mcn woere used?

(d) Were any difficultics encountered in the Tollowing:
(1) Securing net No
(11) Releasing net No
(111i) Loading or discharging cargo _ No
(iv) Handling of 1lifo boats No opportunity to judge
(6) Extent of effecctiveness in foul weather With a very slight
increase of seas it was necessarvy to take them in.

Any action? None If so )
(2) Were tornedoes caught or deflected? Explain

(b) Was it nccessary to drop net?

Servicing and Repairg,
() Were any ports visited with T.NeDs depots? _No

(i) If so, werc reporvs made giving necegsary information as
to servicing and repairs?

Reaction as to the effdciency of T,N.D,

(@) Merchant crew Unfavorable

(b) Merchant officers Unlfavorable, believing them to be lmpractical so

much of the time.
Remarks: My observation was that -they could not be used in even slightly
rough seas.” 1 also found thai ithey interfered considerably with the firing
oI the 20 mm machine guns, When down they obstructed the arc of fire of the
two 17~ ard 20 mm guns to the extent ol about 45 degrees. vhen raised they
int¢ .ered with the bridge machine guns. :

Name of Ship S. S. Edwin W. Moore
Armed Guard Commander Harry M. Karnemont
Rank and Classification Fnsign

Date January 17, 1943

AGO Kit #47
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CONFIDENTIAL
ARMED GUAED VOYAGE REPORT

1 March 1944

From: Ens, Harry M. Karnemont, D-¥(S), USNR, In Command of Armed
Guard Unit Aboard the S. S. Edwin W. Moore,
Tos Chief of Naval QOperations,
Vias U. S. Naval PoRton Officer, Bristol Channélhirea;: Cardiff.

The Commander, U.S. Naval Forces in Europe.
Subject: Voyage, report of, S.S. EDWIN W. OORE.

Reference: (A) General Instructions for Commanding Officers of Naval
Armed Guard on Merchant Ships, 1943, Chapter IV, Section 4.

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following information

is submitted:

A. Name of Vessel, S. S. Edwin W, Moore; type of vessel,
Liberty ship; owner of vessel, U, S, Maritime Commission; gross tons,
7,24L; cargo, general and largely U. S. Armmy; charter, United States.,

Bs. Port of departure was New York, N. Y., at 1045, Feb-
ruary 12, 1944, Assumed position 131 in convoy of 47 ships of which 9
were tankers and the rest cargo save for two or three cargo and pass-
enger. On February 16th a unit from Halifax, Nova Scotia, consisting
of thirteen cargo ships, one escort carrier and several escort craft
joined convoy on the port side. At bhat time our ship was lost from
the convoy and for this reason I have no record of the nosition. From
New York unkil the time we were joined by the Halifax unit the escorts
consisted of one corvette and four ships of a class designated "J" ahl
of which were Canadian, After that it was impossible to determine with
accuracy the mumber of escorts in all, As an estimate I should say that
there were at least twelve and that at least two of these were destroyers.
Land based escort aircraft accompanied us the first five days out of
New York and joined us again on February 24th in the vicinity of the
Azores, remaining with us the duration of the trip. In the interim we
were given some aerial protection by the carrier planes. Port of
arrival was Newport, Monmouthshire, England at /430, Herch 1, 1944.

C. Contact with the enemy,if at all, occurred on the
emening of February 23rd, in the vicinity of the Amores at which time
a muffled sound that was repeested several times was heard. Several
of the ship's officers thought this to be the sound of depth charges
but no signalling of any kind was done and nothing further was observed.

D. ©Speed of the convoy was approximately nine knots, No
lights were shown except on extremely dark nights when blue stern lights
were flashed at intervals., No zig~zagging was done.

E. Torpedo nets were never used.

¥. Commercial radio operators appeared to follow wartime

radio instructions.

G. Master and ship's officers appeared to carry out Instruc-

tions for Naval Transportation and U. S. Merchant Vessels in time of War.
H. The principal defect in equipment concermsthe flood

valve to the forward magazine which is too close to the deck and for

this reason if being continually damaged by heavy seas. At times

when deck cargoes have been carried the catwalks have also presented

T i, e
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, CONFIDENTTAL
ARMED GUARD VOYAGE REPORT -

a problem. The construction of these is left soley to the discretion
of the ship's officers and frequently it is completed without regard to
the need for ready access to the guns. These are usually constructed
at such a late date as ‘o mske it impossibie to make any complaint to
Naval authorities. On the present voyage the few suggestions that I
vélunteered were disregarded and the walks were so hazardous that it
was impossible to hold battle stafion drills for fear of men breaking
their limbs. I might add that this is the general consemsus of opinion
by the men using them, If speed in assuming battle stations is to be
stressed as it should something should be done to correct this,

I. Escort aircrgft aircraft appeared to approach the convoy
rroperly at all times.
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UNITED STATES FLEET

Ag_lo UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES IN EUROPE
Serial C-0182 PORT OFFICE, BRISTOL CHANNEL AREA
C . LONE! - PrpTe Iy
+ w- WONFIDENIIAL - BRITISH CONFID™: ™7 . 3 March 1944 Py %
FIRST ENDORSELENT -t
.v“’ a sy
From: The U.S. Naval Port Officer, g l S| 2
Bristol Channel Area, Cardiff, W‘ales. 125
To The Chief of Naval Operations. F 2N
S
Via 3 The Commander, U.S. Naval Forces in Europe.’ m
Subject: Report of voyage, S.5. KDWIN W. LOORE.
1. Forwarded. —
2. With reference to paragraph H., the Armed Guard

Officer has been directed to re-submit this recommendation in
his homeward bound voyage report, in order that it will be
brought to the attention of the Port Director upon the ship's
arrival in the Continental United States.

Ead--2 UNITED ST4'

U.s. I\A‘ :*-' 8 L
crisl (it s Wale
v,@N IFHDEN‘H‘HAL
o )'ns Commardear 1 Ferzes in Europe.
i'c Chisf oi‘ }\«-3’\;;;,1 Ope;quons.
1. Forwarded
Twarded,

AECENED S-C FILES
2% Room 2085 — | }‘
ROUTETO: - 5§ AB,3.944 2 g K 4 7 ) . K
Op File No. (86) ool 20 i T SARRE R |
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" Chief of Naval Opey,
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NRB—38605—21 Sep 43—SM.

21 FEB 1934
NFIDENTIAL , N RECEIVED N
SERIAL PDNYVF._U17226 %y DEPARTMF‘@‘ Date L8 XFebruary, 1ybl

Subject: Supplementary report of supplies.and/or.persounalaassigned by Port Director to ——
j PP ary repo pplies-anddoc.pezsounelesss y

gross tonnage + LYpe _ e
arrived from , on 17 January, 1944
2. The following additional personnel were placed on board:
NAME RATING BRANCH SERVICE NO. ATTACHED
J.:GEER, Stephen Joseoh Slc V-6, USKR 8ug=20~li 2/1i1l/ Ll
WALTERS, ddward Anthony Sic V-6, USIR 808-87=74 2/8/ ik
STSEN, George Bruce Sli3c USH 22L=81l=38 2/8/4L

ANDO, George William Slc(Sil)V-o, USKR 244-82=52 2/11 /44

MATERIAL FURNISHED

Under Cognizance of BuORD: . None
Under Cognizance of BuSHIPS: Per gttached sheet
Report on Clothing and Publications: Per attached sheet
N -
F. G. REIN 2 ) -
T " - * <
Copy to: OPNAV v/ - IJ"
BuORD : N
BuSHIPS By.

BuPERS (Complete w/C.L. 27-42.)
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U. S. NAVAL AR‘MEDJ GUARD CENTER (BROOKLYN, N. Y.)
REPORT OF MATERIALS FURNISHED TO ARMED GUARD UNITS

CONFIDENTIAL . . .
SERIAL PDNYF_.__________ ) DATE.L1_February, 1G4

'M'S’ TATYVUTT T T SF]
INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED TO ARMED GUARD OFFICERS — SS SDVIN M, MOORE

1. General Instructions for Commanding Officers of Naval Armed Guards on Merchant Ships. (1943
Third Edition).

2. Recent Supplementary Information for Armed Guard Commanders.
3. Bulletins from VCNO to Armed Guard Commanders to date.

4, Manual for Lifeboatmen and Able Seamen — Published by U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of
Marine Inspection and Navigation August, 1941

5. Censorship Regulations.
6. - Ordnance and Gunnery Instructions for Naval Armed Guard on Merchant Ships. (1943 Third Edition).

7. Wartime Safety Measures for Merchant Marine, Educational Series No. 2 published January, 1943.

ALL ABOVE BULLETINS ISSUED EXCEPT #

MOVABLE EQUIPMENT ISSUED TO ARMED GUARD UNIT
Clothing listed below issued to--...-=.._officers and..__. L____enlisted men:

STANDARD SPECIAL WINTER CLOTHING

QUANTITY UNIT ITEM
1 =--1 No. Helmet, Jungle Clothe oo
2 1 Pr. - Artics, Cashmerette . cmecancacae
3 1 No. Jacket, Jungle Clothooecooeaoo_
4 1 -.Pr. Trousers, Jungle - oo
5 1 No Jacket, Parka, Rubberized oo
6. 1 Pr. Trousers, Rubberized. o~
7 2 No. Undershirts, Heavy cacecavecacuans
8 2 Pr. . Drawers, Heavy cooococeeeeee
9 3 Pr. Socks, Heavy
10 1 Pr. Mittens, Leather, Linedoueeceeacae
11 1 No. Face Mask, Felto oo
12 1 Pr. .Goggles
13 No Coat, Sheepskin (Officer’s)ceamcnae
14 1 Complete Red Cross Outfit
15. Sou’wester Hat, Oilskin Coat and
Trousers for 1/3 of Crew Plus (2)
Spare Outfits.
Welfare and recreational gear issued to--._T.____ officers and....."____enlisted men.

Comments: None .
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M°. POR *”b_llimﬁﬁ MATERIEL REPORT FOR ARMED GUARD UNIT

ONFIDENTIAL : ) s
SERIAL PD ON BOARD §s .. EDWIN W/ MOORE
‘E%‘.‘ [T DESCRIPTION STOCK NO. TITLE
Each. BAG, canvas, weighted (L)24-B-62 C——
Cells__BATTERIES, flashlight 17-B-7210 Coe
3. LCells_BATTERIES dry hand lantern A-17-B-7600, C—
4. Each_____BATTERIES, for kit, multipurpose AC 17-B-7725 Cm
5..——Each BELTS, sidearm, automatic A(L)2-B-1490 B
6.2___Pair BINOCULARS, 6 x 30. 18-B-1137 B
7. Each______BLINKER, signal gun, battery type. 17-B-16000 B
8. Each. BOTTLES, vacuum, 1 qt 63-B-500 B
9. Each CASE, first-aid (Armed Guard) S-2-510
10.Y88 Misc. CLEANING, supplies (brushes, buckets, rags) C
11 ;.iLbs..__CLOTHS, cleaning and wiping. (L)27-C-2680 C—
Set FLAGS, alphabet code No. 4. 5-F-255-5 C—
131 __Set___ FLAGS, numeral No. 4 (Pennants) 5-P-951-5 C__
14. Set _FLAGS, semaphore 5-F-5100 & 5110 C—
15.g Each FLASHLIGHTS, 2 cell pocket type. 17-F-13452 .
16 Each__GAS MASKS, 1-NC. A(L)37-M-105 B___
Each____GAS MASKS, 1-NDO. A(L)37-M-110 B
8 3 Pair. GOGGLES. 37-G-3450
9 16 Each GOGGLE LENSES, light density. 37-1.-237 C.
Each GOGGLE LENSES, dark density. 37-L-241 C.
21 Each HELMETS, steel, standard, M-1 A (L)2-H-1006 B____
Each HELMETS, stegl, phone, M-2___ A(L)2-H-1007 B____
23. I Each HOLSTERS, 468 cal. revolver. A(L)2-H-1445 B
2412 Fach HOOK, SNAPS, RINGS 42-H-32500 C—
25. Each____INDICATORS, Range, anti-aircraft. A-1-1-234 B.___
26.1Q Gals. KEROSENE 14-K-235 C
27.2 _ No. LAMPS, 8” signal searchlight 17-1-4921 & 4922 ___C____
28.20 _FEach LAMPS, flashlight 17-L-6320 C.
29. Each. LAMPS, hand lantern 17-L-6390 Cor
30. No. LAMPS, multipurpose signal light 17-L.-6529 C———
Each LANTERNS, hand port. type “J” 17-L-7761 B
32. Each.___LOCKS, pad, 114" 42-1.-15100 Ce—
33. Each__MEDICAL GUN BAG, equipment S-2-03
34. Each MEGAPHONES. 37-M-330 & 335 C—
35. Pair. MITTENS, ammunition-hldg. abes. A-37-M-392 B
36.5___Gals. PAINT, white paste 52-P-5335-5 Coe
37 l_Each_RW PISTOL, 45 A(L)2-R-718 B
m 2  FEach RIFLES, .30 cal. & complete. access. A(L)2-R-1036 B_._
Each.__ROPE, 300 fath. 134" manila f/spar. 21-R-135 C.
40. Each SEARCHLIGHT, signal, 8” GE 400-S-4291 B___
41.1 __Each__SEARCHLIGHT, signal, 12" 17-S-4236 B
42 Kit . SIGNAL LIGHT, AC multipurpose 17-1.-12929
- ND Spec. 17-L-15 B
43. Each_.__SPAR, towing 23-S-180 B
. Each SPY GLASS, quartermaster, 16 power. 18-S-2255 B____.
45.Y68 Misc. STATIONERY, (No. 53 items) (Not over $30.) C
46. Each___TARPAULINS, No. 2 canvas. 24-P-23-5 C.
47.1___Gals. TINTING MATERIAL, Formula 5-T-M 52-T-842-5 c—
48 Misc MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES, TOOLS & ACCESSORIES C
49
50,
DEGAUSSING OPERATION
Type of Coils : M Compass Compensated Jes
(M only; MF & Q; MF; Q & A) Standard yes
. nc
. Steering
Not Coiled—Date Wiped : or Date Flashed
Date Calibrated 74 l?./ &3 -Ranged New Orleans

'Date Depermed - 9/11/43

(if shown necessary by range)

(Wolf Trap, Newport, etc.)
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CONFIDENTIAL =
ARMED GUARD VOYAGE REPORT o
From: Ens. Harry M. Karnemont, D-V(S), USNR, In command of Armed
Guard Unit Aboard the S. S. Edwin W. Moore., (/,/
To: Chief of Naval Operations. i) ;L~é Ly { Q 3gg=—w .
Via: Port Direcbor, Naval Transportation Service, New York, N. ﬂo, &N
[
Subjects Voyage, report of. Q%;a

Reference: (A) General Instructions for Commanding Officers of Naval |
Armed Guard on Merchant Ships, 1943, Chapter IV, Section 4.

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following information
is submitted:

A. Name of vessel, Edwin W. Moore; type of ship, Liberty

- ship; owner of vessel, United States Maritime Commission; gross tons,
72hh, cargo, ballast charter, U, S.

: B. Port of departure was Belfast, Ireland at Q100 (GCT)
March;l6, 1944, and after joining wiph units from Liverpool, Aultbea,
Londonderry and the Clyde we assumed position 16 in convoy of approxi-
mately eighty ships of which approximately 10 were tankers and the rest
cargo ships. ..From ‘our position it was impossible to determine the number
of escorts with accuracy but an estimation of seven would be quite accur-
ate, In,addition there ‘was an escort carrier. Land based aircraft pro-
vided some ‘cover the first two days out andjoined us again on March 26.
In the interim we were afforded some protection by the carrier planes.,
Port of arrival was New York, N. Y. at 9¢55, April 1, 1944,

C. Contact with the enemy,if at all, occurred on the even-
ing of Mar 21, when an escort om the starboard side of the convoy dropped
several depth charges, Nothing further occurred at that time or later.

D. Speed of the convoyﬁwas set. at 2.5 knots but because of
advérse weather it probably did not average over 8. 5. Blue stern lights
were used by some ships on extremely dark nights and by all ships on
the might of March 30, when a heavy fog made them necessary. No zig=-
zagging was done.

. E. Torpedo nets were never used.

F. Commercial radio operator appeared to follow wartime
radio instructions.

G. Master and offlcers appeared to follow Instructions for
Naval Transportation and U. S. Merchant Vessels in Time of War.

H. The principal defects in equipment involve the fioad
valve to the forward magazine and the battle phone plug on the forward
broadside gun. The former is so close tonthe deck that the glass cover
is being continually damaged by the seas and the latéer is so far removed
from the watch station that the wires to the phones are being damaged
by a more or less continuous pull.

I. Escort alrcraft approached the convoy properly at all
times. '
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