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THE PGINTER

fur Motto:*Me ain- To Deliver® and "Re-Did*
- USH Armed Guard World War II Veterans

August 5, 1988

Crur many thanks 1o Richard and Peggy Langenderfer and all of the Ohio Crew for
a wonderful 1988 Armed Guard National Reunion in Toledo, Ohio, It was great
10 see the crew together again and meet the many friends that have been made by
everyone over the past seven years, for some, 46 vears ago. For those who could not
b with us for any reasons, our thoughis were with vou and maybe next vear will be
50 you can join in for another "GIT-TO-GETHER" in the "GREAT NORTH-
WEST™ in Seattle, Washington. It may be that you can join in one of the
"MINI-STATE REUNIONS" that are being held in many cities throughout our
great land.

It was brought up at the Reunion AGAIN 1o start charging dues and was AGAIN
voted down overwhelmingly and I am thankful for [ don't have time 1o issue a
receipt and keep all the records that are involved. We have operated so far on
"VOLUNTARY DONATIONS" and we have one of the most successful and
dedicated Veteran's Group around and I don't see any use in taking on any more
“PRESSURE" than I already have. We voted st our “FIRST" June, 1982
Winchester, Ky. Reunion that there would be "NO ASSESSMENT OF DUES"
and it has worked fine so far. You know whether you can afford 1o send in a
donation to buy the stamps, materials and pay the printer. Yes, these things costs
moncy and you have come across in the nick of time with your donations o cover
the costs. I can assure you that a check from you will be deposited in the Armed
Guard Account # 301-183839 and accounted for. T would like to thank those of you
that have supported the costs so far, $o that all can be reached with a message that
we are “SURVIVORS" and still “SURVIVING”!! KEEP UP THE GOOD
WORK AND I'LL TEY TO DO THE SAMEN

GOOD NEWSI! The “US.N. ARMED GUARD PLAQUE" that was dedicated
at Liule Creek, Virginia (NORFOLK) on October 15, 1986, 1o all the 144,970
Armed Guards who served in World War 11, has finally been erected at the LST
Museum site. The LST Museum has been official closed and will be moved off
base, 1o be decided on later. Our Plagque will remain, alongside of the LST
Memorial Monument, some guns and the flagpole with OLD GLORY flying
high. I would like to thank Ralph Womeldorl of Virginia Beach, Va. for taking
the Plaque to have the correction of the spelling of “PADUCAH" made and it
refinished. And 1o Karen Parkinson, PAO at the Naval Amphib Base, Norfolk,
Va., we say “THANKS" for her devoted time in having the labor furnished and
photos of the finished product.

Work has begun on the 5.5. JOHN W. BROWN and itis reported in the drydock at
Norlolk, Virginia being readied for it's voyage home in Baluimore, Maryland. Tt is
the HOME OF HER BIRTH AND "BERTH". The GRAND OLD LADY will he
46 years old Seprember 7, 1988 and a ' Re-Dedication Ceremony” is set for the Sth,
Please call and let them know if you are auending. (SEE SHIP FORM) Through

feanimsed on page 2§
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hard work and contributions of everyone, she will be saved from being a fishing reel. To Mike Gillen, 5. 5. John W, Brown,
Project Coordinator and Brian Hope, Asst. 1o the Maryland Pilot's Association and on the Baltimore Project Commitee, 1
express my deepest thanks for a job well done. They keep me updated on it's progress.,

I 'would like to set the record siraight on the misprinting of the “Project LIBERTY SHIP FLYER" that has been sent out to
many of you stating: "MERCHANT MARINE MEMORIAL". This was brought to my attention by Madelyn Knapp and she
had already called their office and Andrea Taylor, Ship's Agentimmediately called me to assure me thatit was a “"LIBERTY
SHIP MEMORIAL" only, and that the 5.5, JOHN W. BROWN will honor the MEN and WOMEN of the American Indusiry
who built the great fleet of over 2700 Liberty Ships and to the MERCHANT MARINE and NAVY ARMED GUARD who
sailed and protected them across all the Oceans of the World, carrying troops, food and ammunition, notonly ours, but those
of our Allies. It was not anvone's intent to specify it as a Merchant Marine Memortal, and in behalfl of the US5N, Armed
Gouard, | accepted their apology.

It is my hope that | ean, along with more of the Armed Guard Crew, be aboard the 5.5. John W. Brown with the Merchan
Marines as she is owed home from the drydocks at Norfolk, Virginia, 1o Balumore, Maryland, This will be "HISTORY"
before you read this but you can rest assured that 144,940 Armed Guard will be on my mind. Itis my hope that as many of you
that can attend will be there on September 5, 1988 for the RE-DEDICATION CEREMONY and if not then, stop by to look her
over and maybe just pitch in and help chip some paint. They need help.

Armed Guards, Alex Lombardi, Ted Heumann of NJ, Andy Knapp and Andréw Corn of Maryland have been active, along
with their wives in attending meetings on the affair of the "BROWN PROJECT™, It has been suggested that donations o
PROJECT 5.5, JOHN W. BROWN be made soour Armed Guard Crew will be recognized as a GROUP DONATION and be
made through Andy and Madelyn Knapp, 8045 Windingwood Bd., Apt. 11, Glenburnie, Md. 21061, Tel. (301) 969-840% and
make donation checks out to the: “"PROJECT 5.5 JOHN W, BROWN" and FOR: (or MEMO) "USNAG DONATION".
They will make a “LUMP SUM" check « ut every so often and keep records of the same, 1 DO NOT HAVE THE TIME!
Membership Application Form is entire'y different in that you will donate directly 1o them and receive the "Project
Mewsletter” plus other bulletins all alony,. You also get a chance to subscribe 1o “SEA HISTORY"™ for an addiional $10.
which is a bargain in isell. (See flyer)

VOLUME [l = ARMED GUARD WW II HISTORY BOOK has been held up and pan on wait and see, Susan McDonald,
Sales Rep. for Taylor Publishing Company has been told to hold off until the company can recover most of their invesument
from Volume IL This is “YOUR BOOK", not mine, We have 1000 copies of “"Volume One” printed with 703 taking part.
Abaut S0 are left as of teday and they will be absorbed easily by new 00 "Salis™ and can be ordered [rom renum adidress an §43
each. Only 375 of you took part in the Volume 11 “PICTORIAL BOOK™ at printing time but approx. 500 of the 1000 printed
havwe been sold and Susan and 1 will sell them as dme goes on, We will have tosel] 250 of these 1o getan QUK. o stanon Volume
111 These books are $29.95 each and send check or money order to U5 N. Armed Guard Book T, 109 Northwood Dr., Chapel
Hill, N.C. 27514". We will need "800 PREPAID ORDERS" 1o have a good Vol. I book. We have 5400 on the mailing list so,
get the 350 words, a picture, (THEN AND NOW) ready and WAIT. We will start as soon as possible. All of the profits from the
books goes into the Armed Guard Account for operating expenses only.

1 would like 1o inform all of you that Robert Hensel of Forest Lake, Minn. has informed me that he is very much alive and
doing well, He came 1o Toledo in person for proof and he looks great, He was aboard the 5.5, Robin Wentley in 6/43-5/45 amd
would like to find some shipmates. His name appears in the Yol. [T "PICTORIAL BOOR"™ and May 18, 1988, ""THE
POINTER”, WE ARE BOTH HAPPY TO MAKE THIS ANNOUNCEMENT!!H I hope we make this same mistake, 50 years
from nowill

In checking the records, many of you have not sent in your ship's names and approx. dates on and off. In locating a “"NEW
RECRUIT", PLEASE!l GET: HIS FULL NAME, WIFE, STREET # AND BOX #, CITY, STATE, ZIF CODE, TELE.
AREA CODE AND & PLUS HIS SHIPS AND APPROXN. DATES and send 1o the return address of Armed Guard on the
outside of the "POINTER" 501 can give him a computer number and put in all information possible the first time and send
his shipmares—RNOWI!

Ralph W. Lucas, Jr., 1220 Hawthorne Rd., Hanahan, 5.C. 20406, 803-747-2031 should have a 20 meg computer set up
identical 1o this one by the time you receive thisand a “STAMPED SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOFE" for a printout of your
shipmates can be obtained and sent you. We have approx. 3000 or more of you who have sent in your ship’s list three years ago
and has never been sent a printout, I feel bad that this is the case and 1 want to correct this flaw in the SYSTEM. Just jot down
vour ships and approx. dates again in case 1 failed w post them!]]

The June 21-25, 1989 Armed Guard National Reunion will be held at the: RED LION HOTEL — “SEA TAC INN", 18740
Pacilic Highway So., Seattle, Washington 98188, Local Tel. 206-246-8600. Other 1-800-547-8010 [or reservation and
POSITIVELY SURE THAT YOU LET THEM KNOW IT'S THE: US.N. ARMED GUARD Ww Il VETERANS
REUNION JUNE 21-25, 1989, be sure you get a confirmation prior to reunion unless it's too late for them to send. Madelyn
Rigg and Crew wants you to have a great time with no problems. One of the “HORSE RACES AT THE TRACKS ON
WEDNESDAY NIGHT" will be named "U.S.N. ARMED GUARD WW II" in our honor, If the horses are named
“BROOKLYN, TREASURE ISLAND AND NOLA, I'd bet on all threel! [ hope o be there when they open the gates.
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MINI REUNIONS

L5T ASSOCIATION 3RD NATIONAL REUNION: AUGUST 30 TIL SEPTEMBER 5, 1988 AT THE HYATT
REGENCY, SAN FRANCISCO, CA. CONTACT: MIKE AND LINDA GUNJAK, P.O. BOX 8769, TOLEDO, OHIO 43623,
1-800-228-5870. (DLTES §$15. YEARLY)

DESTROYER ESCORT ASSOCIATION 15STH NATIONAL REUNION: SEPTEMBER 2-6, 1988 AT THE SHERATON
HOTEL, ST. LOUIS, MO. CONTACT: DON GLASER, DESA CHAIRMAN, P.O. BOX 51572, ORLANDO, FLA. 52862,
TELEPHONE 1 (305) 200-55%4, DON HAD AWRITE UP IN THE NOV .-DEC. EDITION OF DESA NEWS TO LOCATE
ARMED GUARDS. WE'RE STILL GETTING NEW OL "SALTS FROM IT!! THANKS! DON. WE'RE “WORKING
TOGETHER, TO BE TOGETHER".

Tennessee State: Walt & Jewell Mevyer, 926 Curdwood Blvd., Nashville, Tn. 87216, 1-615-228-569%, Ociober 28-30, 1988 a1 the
Airport Quality Inn, Nashville, Tn., 1-800-228-5151. Walt says for y'all to come for a great time, you hear!!

Florida State: Leo and Mary Gullage, Hosts, 5708 Cralton Drive, Florida 33809, (858-1126, December 3, 1988 at the Howard
Johnson, Lake Beuna Vista, Disney World on Disney World properties. See enclosed form. It may sound high but it is
convenient, no parking fees, etc. and a reasonable vacation for Disney World.

Secuth Carolina State: William and Joan Warlick, 260 Quail Walk Trail, Chapin, 5., 20036, (03) 345-3531 as hosts on
October 29, 1988, Site 1o be selected soon. Charlesion, 5.0, or Columbia area.

Kansas State: Don and Henrietta Gleason, 227 North Knox, Topeka, Kansas 66606, 919-2%4-6087 and Carl Ossman, 921 §.
Topeka, Topeka, Ks. 6612, (915) 2356406 are the Host and Hostesses for an “0OL “SALT-Git-To-Gether™ atl the American
Legion Post on Sept. 10, 1938,

Oklahoma State: Alvin Lee, Ri. 4, Box 356-A, Claremore, Ok, 74017, 918-341-8704 and his brother Joe M. Lee, 105 N.E.
Anderson Way, Claremore, Ok. 74017 will be the hosts for their comrades at the V.F.W. Pastat 9 A.M. on Sepe. 10, 1988, Alvin
and Joe are Armed Guard brothers.

llinois State: Robert Grossman, Illinois Yeoman, 10333 South Campbell Avenue, Chicago, 11 60655, 1-312-779-1102 informs
me that they and the Wisconsin Crew will be joining together for a “BIG BULLSESSION" at East Townes Suites, 4801 Ann
Mark Dr.,, Madison, Wisc. 53714, 1-608-244-2020 on Sepi. 25-25, 1988 and the hosts and hostesses will be Ken and Jackie
Niebuhr, 820 Brandie Rd., Madison, Wisc. 53714, 608-241-2250 and Nick and Gloria Kumulka, 551 E. Franklin Street,
Waupun, Wisc. 53963, 414-324-3367. Contact them for details.

Oregon-Wash, State: Billie and Dick Kohse, 2304 Lister Rd. NE, Olympia, Wa. 98506, {206) 456-1946 will be the hosts at the
DAYS INN MOTEL, Clackmas, Oregon on Sepdt. 25.27, 1988, They will put you “PICKING APPLES! (No Grits!!)

Indiana, Mich. and Ohio: Pete and Mary Dela Cruz, 5508 McFarland Rd., Indianapolis, Ind. 46227, 317-783-6567 along with
Helen and Ralph Jacobs, 1400 Holloway Dr., Lafayette, Ind. 47905, (317) 474-5981 as hosts at the Ramada Inn, 501 West
Washington Si., Indianapolis, In. 46204 (Hiway 40}, Reservations 317-635-4443, or 1-800-272-6232. The date for this occasion
is Sept. 28-25, 19688, §50 sgl., $50 dbl.

Sampson Boot Camp: Contact Wm. R. Russell, 3916 Idumea Rd., Corryton, T, 7721, 1-615-933-0081, Sept. 9-10, 1988,
Creneva, N.Y.

California State; Carl and Thelma Winder, 1754 Pilgrim Ave., Mountain View, Ca, S4040, (415) 967-6493, Carthedral Hills
Hotel, Van Ness and Geary, San Francisco, Ca. 94109, (415) 776-8200. Rates $65 per day, $25 Banguet Friday night. Sail the
5.5. Jeremiah O'Brien on the 15th, §65 per person. Not many people get 1o sail out of San Francisco anymore. It was a
wonderful [eeling to step back into history as you look through the sights of the 5738 and into the harness of the 20mm as you
sail under the Golden Gate Bridge. It is the desire of our crew 1o cruise under the Brooklyn Bridge one day on the 5.5, John W,
Brown and tie up near the Armed Guard Center at 1st Ave, and 52nd S0, Brooklyn, N.Y., to refresh a few memaories of our first
look attall buildings and the Statute of Liberty. And il some can't make i, maybe I'l] be around 1o send you the “POINTER"
and let you know that our thoughts were with you and you can read of it

New Jersey State and the Northeastern States: Alex and Edith Lombardi, Hosts, 14 Brookfield Rd., Montclair, N.J. 07048,
(201) T46-6361, Owr. 28-30, 1988 at the Holiday Inn, 550 M. Pleasant Ave., R, 10, Livingston, N.]. 07034, 1-B00-465-4520, A
group bus tour wo the Siatste of Liberty is planned. (SEE FORM IN "POINTER"). Ted and Pai Heumann will co-host the
evenL.

Thunder Bay Naval Association 35th Annual R.C.N.A. (D.E.M.S.) Reunion, P.O. Box 265, Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada
PTC 4V8, (807} 623-5022. It was great 1o see our D.E.M.5. friend Tom Anderson again at Toledo, He has attended since 1984,
How many of the Armed Guard have that record beaten, Tom, we love Y'ALLIL]

I highly encourage those of you that can attend these mini-reunions to do se for some of you cannot travel due o health and
other reasons. To some of us, the prices may seem high but the hosts has 1o get a place to handle the people and the occasion. 1
do hope you understand. Many of you have asked to put your Fleet Ships reunions in the “Pointer”, I do not have the space.,
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Check with your local American Legion, DAY, AMVETS, VFW and other veteran's papers. Encourage other service
personniel to do the same. I do not have the space,

Project Liberty Ship John W, Brown RE-DEDICATION CEREMONY, Sept. 5, 1988 at 10:30 AM (LABOR DAY). It will be
held at the Maryland Port Administration Passenger Facility, Dundalk Marine Terminal, Baltimore, Maryland. Comact:
Baltimore Project Commuttes, o/o MARSERY, Inc., 744 Dulaney Valley Courr, Suite 14, Towson, Md. 21304, 1-301-585-9137.
Captain Herb Groh, Ship's Pilot, 1907 Clifden Rd., Baltimore, Md. 21228, 301-747-2201 will be instrumenial in work crews
and invites any Armed Guard to be a part of this great and important job that has 1o be done by someone,

Mike Molinari, Al Lowe of Brooklyn, N.Y., and Lou Riner has been looking into erecting a Plagque at the Sanitation
Building near the Armed Guard Center at 1st Ave. and 52nd 5S¢, Brooklyn. Mike reports that Dominick Floriz who works for
the Sanitation Department and a Vietnam Veteran, had the foresight 1o save the original Armed Guard flagpole when they
tore down the building. Dominick wants to dedicate it to all the veterans of all wars and a ceremony was held on July 29, 1988
at 11 A.M. on the site, [ wish to thank Floria in behalf of all the Armed Guard for his duty 1o mankind. You may want to visit

this sight someday,
Pennsylvania State: Jack and Sally Cross, 119 Lycoming Dr., Corapolis, Pa. 15108 is trying 1o get that area crew together.

I have been notified that H. C. Ochme, New Orleans, B, 5. Davis, Keys, Ok. and Robert Harrison, Concord, Ma. (all Armed
Guards) were the winners of the drawing held at the Toledo Reunion, Tregret that [did not give credin o Art Moore's Book,
A& CARELESS WORD" in the May “"POINTER" on the 5.5. Exmouth, 5.5. Hasting and 5.5. Jonathan Swurges. Warray
Burichell of Temple, Tx. sent in picture of 538 and with him behind the 20mm ar Mimiz Museum., Nick Tiwe sent in the Graf
Spee pictures and a Treasure Island Book is where [ lilted the sailors as they were around their seabags waiting to ship out.
And the Sonoma Mission Inn “Armed Guard Rest Camp" was sent home 1o Mrs. Clarence Smith in Birmingham, Al T have
50 Smiths listed but Eailed to tag picture as to which one and all I go on the outside of envelope. Y'ALL LET ME KNOWILI

It was brought before the crew at the reunion, of the $50,000 “BRONZE BAS™ at the "LONE SAILOR MEMORIAL™ in
Washington, D.C., and it was voted on, that the Armed Guard “GO I'T ALONE" in our quest to place Memorial to our crew
there. [ have my doubts as to whether it can be done but I think at this time, it would be wo all involved, o stick o "PROJECT
LIBERTY SHIP" and pool all our extra resources in helping v save the 5.5 JOHN W. BROWN. We still have our other
expenses. Approximately 90 of you out of the some 5400 has donated, since the May 18, 1988 "POINTER" was sent out, in
order for you 1o receive this one. We made it this time and we'll do it again and again. Thanks to all who donated for this and
over the years.

[ urge you to write your “MEMORIES" of the Armed Guard Service and write all you will for "HISTORY™. You are the ones
who know the facts!! You were there, [ have been contacted by a: Mark Scott, Writer/Public Relations Consultant, Post Office
Box 7614, Ventura, Ca. 93006, (805) 644-5607 who is interested in obtaining stories from you who made the Murmansk, Russia
run for a book. His topics he would like stories on: poor weather conditions, torpedo and aerial atacks while in convoy and at
the cities. He would like personal taped interviews of you so have some facts for him if you desire. [ would suggest that you not
give exclusive rights to your story but 1o retain rights to well who you please of your service time. He has sent me two
copyrighted stories that were recorded taped. They are very good. Some words, [ would put a censorship onl!

Make copies of these forms if you like if you want 1o save the "POINTER" for future use or "KEEPSAKE™. A Lsoy, call your
local newspaper o place a reunion notice in their paper. Most have a special column for this. We will continue o hold our
Monthly Armed Guard meeting here at the BAR-BE-QUE LODGE on #1 North so if you're passing through, come by fora
visit. To the local Armed Guard Grew, let's make them welcomed by avending.

Until we meet ata Mini-Reunion or down the LINE, vou siay healthy and hope Y"ALL are FINE! Waich T.V. NEWS on Sept.
5, 19BR,

Charles A, Lloyd, Chairman
U5 N. Armed Guard WW IT Veterans
5712 Partridge Lane
Raleigh, N.C. 27609 (U.5.A.)
Tel. 1-919-876-5557

Page 4




= "

SIGN ON NOWT

PROJECT LIBERTY SHIP, a non-profit organization,
is dedicated to preserving the 8.8. JOHN W. BROWN,
last surviving east coast Liberty Ship, as a living,
steaming, me: censored zine memorial in Baltimore.

JOHN W, BROWN will honor the men and women of American industry
who built the great fleet of over 2700 Liberty Ships and the merchant mariners
and naval armed guards who sailed them across all the oceans of the world.

WE NEED YOU!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
PROJECT LIBERTY SHIP C/O MARVSERY, INC.
744 DULANEY VALLEY COURT, SUTTE 14
TOWSON, MDD 21204 (301} 583-813T

PLANS ARE TO HAVE THE 5.5. JOHN W. BROWN IN DOCK AT BALTIMORE, MD., SEPTEMBER 5, 1988. YOUR
DONATION WILL HELP. YOU MAY WANT TO BE THERE FOR THE QOCCASION. CALL: 301-58%-9137 NOW.



Cinil Eequisenn] °gaeo), ooqecsdn

Menchan ibip hossst before closing of the "Black Gag’, | Angusd 1561 - 31 May 104

William F. Snee, 51 Center St., Forty Fort, Pa. 18704 picture tells the story
HE OR SMEE on the 20am in a convay in the Med. Sea, 1944.
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T All the Crewr:

The reunicn of 1988 has come and gone. Let's all give Dick and Peggy Langenderber a big “THANK YOU" for the wonderful job they did
on the Toh Armed Guard National Reunion. As time goes by, we will relive our memories of Toledo and all our good Eriends and shipmaies
we met and said farewell 1o until we meet at the ‘B9 reunion in Seattle atthe Red Lion Inn, SeaTac, June 21 st thra 25th, 1989, Now we of the
greal "NORTHWEST", Washington State, will try our hand at making it just as enjoyable 1o you, We are about toembark on our greagest
adventure in Armed Guard history. We are hosting the 8th Armed Guard National Reunion in the State of Washington, a ssaport many of

you shipped out or ame into. Remember the great times in the Northwest? Come back — we have complete control — no maore SHORE
FATROL!

The reunton will be held at the Red Lion Inn, SeaTac, 18740 Pacific Highway South, on June 215t thru 25th, 1989, Toll free number is
1-800-547-8010, direct line 1-206-246-8600. BE SURE TO TELL THEM YOU ARE WITH THE U5 NAVY ARMED GUARD AND ASK
FOR A CONFIRMATION. The Red Lion has 500 rooms reserved for us, Ohl yes!! guess whae? Al the rooms have balconies. The rate is
§060.00 2 night. Also bring along your AARP card for 10% discount in the COFFEE SHOP.

U pon arviving at SeaTac Airport, and alier you have claimed your luggage, the Red Lion Inn will pick you up, if you will goin the vicinity
of the car rentals and use Telephone #1,

I you are driving, there will be no charge lor parking at the Red Lion parking lot. Recveational vehicles can use the Red Lion's parking
facilities but NOT FOR LIVING PURPOSES. Campers and motor homes can go to the KOA campground (5801 5, 2121h, Kent, WA 08042
—iclephone 206-872-B652) which is about 4 miles away. We would suggest you contact (hem as soon as possibile because they [l up real st

Seattle is waiting for ya'll {as C.A, would say) so read the brief description of evenis below and be the first to TEgIster,

AN EVENING AT THE RACETRACKE —

—Roundirp motorcoach iransportation (rom your hotel

—Cluh House sdmission

—Reserved group seating in the Paddock Club

—A compdete Prime Kib buffet dinner

—A race named in honor of your group

—Program recognition

—First-timmer's kit

Paddock Club will only hold a maximum of 450. So those of you whao are interested send your money in Frse

VICTORIA, B.C. CRLUISE =

Sail away for the day to charming Victoria, B.C. An enormous buffet breakfast is included. Spend the afternoon visiting the many tourist
anractions, The return trip oo Seattle will have a delicous bulfet dinmner.

DELUNE EMERALD CITY TOUR —

This tour of Seattle includes going to Historical Pioneer Square, the Pike Place Market, University of Washingion campus and the
Arboretum. We will stop at the locks which separawe salowater from [redhwater.

TILLICUM VILLAGE — SALMON DINNER —

Afeer a short cruise you arrive at Tillicum Village on Blake Island where you will be greeied with sieamed clams and nector. Then go
through the all-you-can-eat buffet line of alder smoked salmon and Indian bread. Native Northwest Indian dancers will acquaint you with
thewr ancient culiure as they interpret iraditional folklore through a series of costume dances,

Above are the highlights of sur "89 reunion. We have wried 10 get evenis that you would enjoy while still being able to do a lot of story
swapping. If there are any questions you can contact Madelen Rigg, your host, on the Armed Guard telephone 1-206-242.9998_ She will be
ihe only one 1o answer that telephone,

ol Bless and keep all of you tll we meet again in June ‘89,

Madelen Rigg
1628 S.W. 166th
Seattle, WA 58166
1-206-242-5208

TEAR CHF MERE &R SAIL BIGHT AWLY

Mame
Address
Cany Saave —_ Phone
Wednesday, June 21, 1989, Longacre Race Track. $29.00 per person
Thursday, June 22, 1985, Victoria, B.C. Crusise, §60.00 prer person
Frickay, June 23, 1989 A.M. Emerald City Tour $14.00 peer person
Friday, June 28, 1989, P.M. Indian Salmon Dinner. §E00 per person
Saturday, June 24, 1989, Banquet {Chicken, Seattle) $E5.00 peer person
Sunday, June 25, 1989, Brunch, 15,00 per person
Tiomall
Apmndiant Enclosed Check Mumber

Your cancelled check will be your receipt. Bring it with you 1o uphold the Eact that you have already paid. Dismissal will be right abier the
brunch on Sunday morming and BON VOYAGE until CHICAGO | #40

Tear off and mail to : Madelen R. Rigg, 1623 5.W. 166th, Scaule, WA 98186, Telephone 1-206-242.5293 Page 7



RESERVATION BLANK
INDIANAPOLIS REUNION

MName

Address

City State Phone

The Indiana Mini Tri-5tate will be held Seprember 28, 24, 25, 1988, The location has been changed 1o the RAMADA INN
{Downtown), 501 West Washington St., (West and Washington Streets), Indianapolis, IN. Telephone 1-800-666-5307 or
1-317-655-4444. Room Rates $50 Single, §55 Double. The cut-off reservation date is September 10, 1988, When making
reservations, please mention “NAVY ARMED GUARD" to receive the reduced rates. Washington Street is US 40. NOTE:

Reservations are your responsibility.

Saturday, September 24, 1988, Bangquet {Prime Rib) FH0.00 per person®

Sunday, September 24, 1988, Breakiast $7.50 per person®

=Cost includes Tax & Gratuiries

TOTAL

Amount Enclosed Check Mumber

Your cancelled check will be your receipt. (This method saves on postage). Make checks payable to: WWIIL, USN ARMED
GUARD VETERANS. On reverse side, pay 1o the order of account $29-56778. Tear ofl and mail 1w Pete De La Crug, 5503

McFarland Rd., Indianapalis, TN 46227, 5317-285-6567.
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FOR THOSE WHO WOULD LIFKE TO WRITE FOR YOUR RECORDS AND MEDALS GIVE !‘LI‘II;J'. HAME , ADDRESS ,ZIF,

TELEPHONE AND YOUR SERVICE NUMBER..... THIS SERVICE IS FREE.

GENERAL SERVICE ADMINISTRATION ANYONE LOOKING FOR PHOTOS OF THEIR SHIPS FOR A
NATTIOMAL PERSONEL RECORDS CENTER NOMINAL FEE WRITE TO:

(HILITARY PERSONEL RECORDS) THE MARINERS MUSEUM

9700 PAGE BLVD. NEWPORT NEWS,VIRGINIA 23606
ST.LOULS,HISSOURI 63132

Sadadsinl,,
PROJECT LIBERTY SHIP

F. 0. Bex 3356, Rockefeller Ceoter Statlon, Wew York, Wes York 10185

DEAR ARMED GUARD VETERAM:

TELLING THE STORY OF THE ARMED GUARD AND IT: COITTRISUTION TO THE WAR EFFORT IS AN TMPORTANT
PART OF PROJECT LIBERTY SHIP'S OVERALL PLAM FOP THE LIBERTY SHIP JOHN W.BROWN.THESE PLANS CALL
FOR THE RESTORATION OF ARMED GUARD QUARTERS AND GUN TUBS ABOARD SHIP,AS WELL AS THE IHCORFORATION
OF ARMED GUARD STORY IN FORMAL EXHIBITS.

WILL YOU HELF US HMAKE OUR DREAM FOR THE JOEN W.BROWN REALITY 7
WE ANTICIPATE MOVING THE JOHN W.BROWN FROM THE JAMES RIVER RESERVE TO DRYDOCE IN THE NEAR FUTURE.
AFTER THAT,SHE WILL BE TOWED TO BALTIMORE.MD

AS YOU CAN TMAGINE,THIS GOING TO BE AN EXFENSIVE PROPOSITION,SO WE ARE SOUNDING"GENERAL
QUARTERS!"™ TO SICH UP NEW MEMBERS TO HELP SUPPORT THE PROJECT.

A5 A MEMBER YOU WILL RECEIVE OUR NEWSLETTER LIBERTY LOG,PERIODICAL NWEWS BULLETINS AND PRESS
RELEASES ,AS WELL THE MAGAZINE SEA HISTORY.

50 PLEASE SIGN ON MOW DURING THIS PIVOTAL TIME FOR THE PROJECT!

WE THANK YOU IN ADVANCE AND LOOK FORWARD TO WALKING THE DECKS OF THE JOHN W.BROWH WITH YOU IN
THE FUTURE. e S
PROJECT LIBERTY SHIP

DEAR SHIPMATE:
OUR ARMED GUARD COMMITTEE HAS BEEN IN CLOSE CONTACT AN HAVE BEEN TO MEETINGS WITH THE
MEN AND WOMEN OF THE PROJECT LIBERY SHIP.WE FEEL THAT THIS PROJECT WILL BE A GREAT HEMORIAL
TO THE ARMED GUARD AND MERCHANT SEAMEN,
IF YOU WOULD LIFE TO HELF WITH THE RESTORATION OF THE ARMED GUARD QUARTERS AND GUN TURS
PLEASE CONTACT

ALEX LOMBARDI on CA H&"ﬁf' ERE GROH
.ﬁ,‘ml nm'n R R R R E e e E@EE o EwEE . I"l]FHRD

l}rl' .mﬁ.n.i 07043 BALTIMORE, MD. 21228

201-F46-6161 201-747-2201

LETS ALL TRY TO HAKE THE JOHN W.BROWN INTO A MEMORIAL THE PRESENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS WILL
AFPPRECTATE.

WE CAN ENJOY WORKING ON THE SHIP AND EACH OTHERS COMPANY WHILE DOING IT,

IF YOU HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS OR ITEMS FOR THE SHIP THEY WILL BF AFPRECIATED.

AN QUESTIONS PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CALL OR WRITE.
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Flotos courtesy: Raren Parkinson, FAQ, USN-Lictle Creek, {Noa-
falk), Virginia. USN Photo Project Coordinator—Ralph Wolmel-
doaf, Virginia Beach, Va.

William Ball, 198 Willow Ave., Cornwall, M.Y. 12518 jokingly expresses
his view, on the Anmed Guard Sice for the Plaguee that was dedicated Oo.
15, 196, just twe peirs lacer. Ak l=ast we can compare the size by he and the
fimished product and photos.

S

Photos courtesy: Ralph Womeldorl, 1400 Garwood
Ave., Virginia Beach, Va. 25455,
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OEDICATED
T0

USN. ARMED GUARD OF WORLD WAR [

THE Iﬂl” -:'I |_.,--||"|,.- E Hllil' .I.-'TJ F-:'.I-..I ?III:I‘.., _-'I'II ‘F-n L -:
USN NAVAL RESER VES ElEf:-'l. 1 L GUN
SEPTEMBER 725 1941, ORDERS WERE CIVEN

=
1000 MEN BY JANUARY 186, 1947, THE BASE
UN OCTOBER 1S, 1941, THE FIRST CLASS OF 23 OF
BEGAN TRAINING 300 YaRDS EAST (OF THIS POINT,
SECTIBN BASE, WITH A STAFF OF FOUR GUNNER'S MATES
U.S.5. DUBUOUE, AND THE USs, EAGLE 19 WERE THE
EOR TRAINING

ARMED GUARD CREWS CONSISTED OF OFFICERS, GUNNE
RADIOMEN, MEDICS. WAVES AND SHIP'S COMPANY. WITH

144,370 PERSONNEL SERVING ON EZ236 SHIPS.. OF

SUNK AND MANY DAMAGED, WITH 1a10 KILLED N

INJURIES. = ARMED GUARD P O.W. 'TOTAL Was :

86.198 ARMED GUARDS WERE TRANSFERRED To

UN LST, LCI, PT BODATS. SlAs AND LARGER SHIipPs

TO THE 1810 ARMED GUARDS WHO GAVE THEIR L f‘-i. 10 THEIR
AND FRIENDS, THE ARMY AND MERCHANT CREW TJ ASSISTED Us

THIS"MEMORIAL IS DEDICATED BY THEIR SURVIVING SHIPMATEE.
QUR MOTTD “WE AlM =To ELIVER®™ AND WE DID?

-""-.__,:-"'-" H:?‘""-r ;

Photos courtesy: Karen Parkinson, PAO, USN-Litle Creek, (Norfolk), Virginia, USN Photo Praojeot Coordinsor—Ralph
Wolmebdor, Virginia Beach, Va.




Mawval Weapons Station, Concord, California July 1¥, 1988

Hore than 50 U.8.N. Armed Buard WW II Veterans held a ceremony at the Naval
Weapons Station to honor the men who lost their lives during the Pier I ex-
plosion. On July 17, 1944, the B.5. Quinalt Victory and the 5.5. E.A. Bryan
ware being loaded with ammunition for Buam for the war effort. at 10:20 P.M.,

FCT, an esplosion tock place which completely destroyed the two ships, the pier
and claimed the lives of 320 individuals.

Carl Winder, West Coast Chairman of the Araed Guard Veterans crew, together
withWeapons Station Commanding Officer, Captain L.F. Cagle and Public Affairs
Officer Dan Tikalsky escorted the to the site of the disaster site for the
ceramony. The Maval Weapons Station and the Mavy Armed Buard have joined to-
gether to build a memorial on the site.

After the ceremony,; the group was served brunch at the Officer’s Club whero
they also viewed a documentary video and display of pictures of the explosion.
Also attending was Ulysses Hamiel of Pittsburg, Penn. who was a 51/C, assigned
to Ordnance Outloading Division at the time but was in the station theatre when
the disaster took place.
me it L i i T
{Below is taken from George Diller's letter as was written in Vol. [ History
book. George was one of the 11 Armed Guard who were on “LIBERTY" froam the two
ships at the tine of the explosion.)

friigiEuEERRnRELL iy
There were two large explosions, close together, knocking us flat to the floor.
Every Window was blown away and as we were getting back up, our thoughts were
that it was our ship, the 5.5.E.A Bryan that had blown up. After a period of
time which seemed like forever, we finally made our way to the main gate. The
roads were by then closed to everyone except emergency vehicles for danger of
other explosions.

In the town of Port Chicago,; there were all types of damages. A theatre wall was
knocked down. Out in the bay, a tanker was sailing past, about a 1000 yards
away and a 14" shell was slammed through her side, - into the engine room but did
not explode. Over 3.5 million pounds of high explosives had taken 350 lives and
490 were injuried. Only BO bodies were found and of thiese, only X0 were indenti
fied. Thirty one Merchant Seasan, and thirteen Armed Buard Crewsen lost their
lost their lives. Eleven Armed Guard on leave survived.

EEENINERRRRRRRIERAR

Capt. Cagle emphasized the importance of the
explosion not only because of it iragic consequences
but also as a reminder of the importance of safety in
handling explosives.

Ulysses Hamiel, Pitsburg, Penn, (far right) was a
Seaman Firsa Class assigned 1o Orndnance Catload-
ing Division at the time. He was in ihe station
theatre when the disaster took place.
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From: Hilmer G. Schmidt, GMle, Armed Guard Commander
53 MARY A. LIvERMORE

Tot Commanding Officer, Armed Ouard Center (Facific)
Subject: Enemy actlon

1. At 0742 27 May 1945 at Qklnawa, a Jananese olane assumed to oe a
Yal, approached one noint off our starboard quarter a range of 800 yards,
30 degree elevatlion. Our stern 20 MM'e opened fire scoring repeated
hite. The plane swung to left running along starboard side and when
approximately abeam our #5 20MM gun could be seen hitting target with
rounds exploding into fueelage. The plane immedlately burst into
flames, veered to left end crashed into bay mbout 25 yarde from Naval
Craft K74. The eatimated dlstsnce from our vessel teing about 1,000
yarde forward of our atarboard bow. The plane was unquestionably
orought down by this ship. We expended 180 roundas of 20 MM ammunition,
and no casualties resulted.

2. At 0525 28 May 1945 at Okinawa, a Japanese sulclde plane crashed
in%o our ship on the starpoard side of the bridge causing a terrific
explosion md fire. No sconer had we placed the wounded (4 dead, 3
wounded including the Gunnery Officer) aboard sn LCI when the general
alarm was sounded again, The gun crew immediately toock stations sending:
the four inch crew to 11l in the etations left by the casualtiea.

A%t 0710, another plane appeared over the ridge, at about 200 degrees
elevation 15 degrees headed off our stern. Numbers 4,6,8, and 20MM'
and 3"50 onened fire at once settlng up a barrage, Some minutes later,
another plane, presumably a Tony, came over the ridge off our port Dow,
tut turned lnto the clouds after encountering heavy barrage. PFresently
at about 270 degrees he returned mahlng e direct attemnt 8t our ship.
Seelng tracers from guns 2,4,6,8, and 5 entering the fuselage, the

3"50 definitely obtained a direct hit, with & fuse setting of B0OO yards.
Having turned over, he crashed intc the bay about 400 yards off our

oort veam. At 0735 still another plane crossed from our port to
atarboard. Tne 3"50 out a barrage exnending 4 rounds. When he crossed
the bow, numbers 3 and 9 20MM's onened fire, expending a drum each,
selleving to have hit him, he crashed into %ha water alongside two small
Havel craft, Tne crew carrled out their duties beyond the hlghest

Naval tradition. Thelr courage cannot be emphasezed too highly.

/8/ HILMER C. SCHMIDT, GMle
Armed Guerd Commander
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Ss0s MART A, LIVERMORE Yor: Ho, &
Port Okinawa Date May 29, 1945

Capt. Logan Cresap

Marine Superintandent
Isthmian Steamship Compamy
71 Broadway

Hew Tork, N.T.

Dear 9ir:

It is with the deepest regret that we write to inform you of the death
of Captain Stewart and ten other men aboard this vessel yosterday as a
result of enemy action. A Japanese pilet delisarataly dived his plane
into the ship, apparently first touching #3 Bocm, then the starboard
20mm gun and then directly into thes chart room and the Captainta
quarters which absorved the brunt of the explosion of the bolk carried
by the plane. Shrapnal discharged miraculously missed the mates' and
radio operator's rooms on the bat deck, starboard eide, but on the main
deck the oilers, wipers and pun crew quartars caught hell and thers most
of the deaths ocourred. A complete list of the dead follows:

Captain James A. Stewart, Master
Troy J. Gamer, A.B.

Robert E. Blake, 0.8.

LeRoy Derige, Oiler

Jack Schoener, Oiler

Jack R, Montgomery, Wiper
Charles W, Spancer, Wipar

Thomns J, Balish, Slo, Arsfed Cuard
Jerrold B. Erats, Sle, Armed Guard
Hubert F. Lockado, Slc, Armed Guard
Richard J. Malinowski, Sle, Armed Cuard

List of those injursd seriously enough to warrant being removed from the ship
for hospitalizaticn;

Henry M. Develd, Lst Officer, Severs shock, cuts, etc,
Charles F, Isaacs, 2nd officer, skull fracture, broken ankla
Lonnie L. Ash, Chief radicOparator, eye injurias

Leonard T. Rew., Jr., A.B,, broken leg, othar injuriss,

Ens. James Sirgany, Armed Guad Officer, shrapnel punctare

Joseph Lockamy, Sle, back injuries,
Edgar Mitchell, Sle, back injuries, apparently serious,
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Rabert Floyd, Chairman of the 5.C. Flotilla, far right, shows ofl the first South Carolina Armed Guard Crew and their ladies to meet asa Unit and a great time was had by all
aienuking, (See reunion form for Ociober 22) Abso attending was Ed J. Heins and 7 WW 11 Merchant Seamen from Charleston, 5.0




FORE AND AFT CHOW DOwWM

AHDY ! 1 NEW JERSEY (JDISEY) SCUTTLEBUTT REUNION AHOY ' !
¥ ALL INCLUDES ALL THE OTHER 4% STATES YOUSE GUYS
AND CANADA

The year went faster this year and here it is again, time for us to get all we
can together for our OCTOBER 28-30, 1988 ANNUAL MINI-REUNION of NEW JERSEY. Our
welcome extends to all Arsed Guard and their Ladies and special friends. Now is
the time to take leave for another S day BREAT BULLSESSION in YANKEELAND, USA,

The Hospitality room will be open on Wednesday for the early arrivals and this
year, we plan a bus trip together over to the STATUE OF LIBERTY on SATURDAY for
a MEMORIAL SERVICE so get your name in Barly. It's hard to catech up 44 years in
3 days so prepare to come early and stay late. MWe will operate on a first come
basis will do what we can if "OVERLDADED". Our prices are right, our STATE is
beautiful in the fall and the Scenery on the way is too. (Alex Lombardi, Host)
ttttttlllttttI!lttltillt#tlIIItlII!IItttl1111III1tIIttI!I!lttttll!ttllttllttt!t
PLACE!': Hpliday Inn, 550 West Mt, Fleagant Rd, (Rt-10) Livingston N.J. 07039
Tel: 201-994-3500 BE SURE TO STATE THAT YOU'RE FOR ARMED GUARD REUNION 11114
CUTOFF DAYS FOR MEALS IS OCTOBER 1, 1988 UNLESS NEW "DL*SALT™ JUST LOCATED
ONE NIGHTE DEPOSIT IN ADVANCE FOR ROOM FOR RESERVATIONS
(Please put your number off of your check here and bring with yout b

MAKE CHECK DR MONEY ORDER OUT TO: “ALEX LOMBARDI". YOUR CHECK IS RECEIPT!!!11

Send to: Alex Losbardi, 14 Brookfield Ave. , Montclair, N.J,07043 (201 ) =746-6341

SCUT OFF HERE AND RETAIN ABOVE FOR YOUR RECORD' FILL OUT AND RETURN FORM BELOW®

]l.comme==aE 2E = a===== CUT HERE --::=:-n-nm:-:--l::::--:::::--::::u:wrl:uznl&::q

=
e e e

Alex, Please reserve & ( ) for Friday Dinner at $11.00 Each Person $
Flease reserve me ( ) for Saturday Continental Brikfstd $4,50 $

o

Please reserve me ( ) Bus Trip {includes Ferry} Each $12.50 e =t
Flease reserve me ( ) Sat, Night Dinner with open bar $30.Each | R A
Please reserve me ( ) Sunday Buffett (ANDSOLONGS) 9. Each AT
GRAND TOTAL T
Last Nase First Ladies Telephone Nusber
{ TR ) ¢ e (U L
Street and Box Number City State Iip
{ gl ' ) e ]! I

My check or Money Order iss VI will arrive(_ —__lLeave( ]

e S e e e T i o e ey i

®EXEE CUT HERE AND RETURN BELOW TO HOTEL IN MAKING RESERVATIONS BY CHECK T188%
EEEREERES SEND TO: ¥esseisis
Holiday Inn, 550 West Mt, Fleasant Ave,, (Rt-101, Livingston N.J. 07039

ATTENTION: FOR U.S.N.ARMED GUARD WW II VETERANS REUNION OCTOBER 28-20, 1988

NAMEELS - * y } ADDRESS ( peipae T iy
s ) 8TATE (___ ) 21P. (. } TEL. { )
FLEASE RESERVE ME { ) RODM(S) AT $49.00 PER NIGHT {____} SINGLE {____)DOUBLE
ENCLOSED IS CHECK MO, (_____ ) FOR (___) NIGHTE  (SIGN) : LY
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Apwe, the Guandsmen are shown receiving
First-aid instruction. At upper right a
gection of the Recreation Lounge and ita
brifpe. Guardsmen love musc, At nighe,
they are seen holding a Jam-session. The
lase photo in this book shows the Com-
municatsons Growp (sigralmen) at “atten-
Hon,™ “Amention” is the vatchword of the
United States Mavy Armmed Guard, whe
have accepted a great responsibdlity, That
they are upholding the fines traditions of
the United States Mavy i best attested by
the uninterrupeed flow of supplies to every
battlefrant of the Allhed Magiomns,



Dear Reunion Member:

SorTY you missed your reunion; we had a "Ball" but
missed seeing you.

Reunions Inc. has been given the opportunity, by your
reunion committee, to record the events. They are com-
piling a Memory Book of the event for you.

You may still be included in the book by sending a small
picture of you or yours with the information form below
to us in the enclosed envelope.

You may also order a copy of the Memory Book at this time
by including your check for#/0.2% with the form.

We are sorry you missed the reunion, but we hope you will
take this opportunity to be included in the Memory Book.

Sincerely;
Reunions Inc,
Mail to: "Reunions" Inc,

P. 0. Box 876
Orlando, FL 32802-0876

Detach here:

UNIT DATE

NAME SPOUSE'S NAME oA
ADDRESS L%
CITY STATE ZIP

1 youw wiah 10 Chid gn 0ur e wiih VISA o Miiler Chasge compieis

S00K ORDERED YES N TRl O i il
O visa O Master Charge

Accouni Number

(Please enclose § )

Espiration Dale

Signature




 am

Lone Sallor

U NAYY MEMORIAL
Washington, DLC,

DEDICATION

Ta the Officers and Men who sailed the ships of
World War II,
especially to those who lost thetr lives, and to

their families.

THEUS N ARMED GUARDWW II VETERANS 8TH NATIONAL REUNION WILL BE HELD JUNE 21-25, 1989 AT
THEREDLION “SEATACINN", 18740 PACIFIC HIGHWAY SOUTH, SEATTLE, WA. 98188, LOCAL TELEPHONE
206-246-8600, OTHER 1-800-547-8010, PLEASE LET THEM KNOW IT'S FOR THE ARMED GUARD REUNION
WHEN MAKING RESERVATIONS, YOUR HOSTESS: MADELYN RIGG, 1623 S.W. 166TH, SEATTLE, WA. 98166,
1-206-242-929%.

P e e e e e v de ok de sk e e e e v de e e e ke o e e e e de i dir ok e e gk ok ok ok o ke

USN Armed Guard WW II Veterans
5712 Partridge Lane Mon Protit
Raleigh, N.C. 27609-4126 :f;'ﬂ;;;;!:?r
1-{919)-876-5537 e
Fermin N Z5E2
Address Correction Requesied Raleigh. N.C

4Ba
RNDFEN PP £
BI45 WINDINGMOOD, APT 11
BLENBURNIE MD 21061

Support The USN Armed Guard
WW Il Veterans Beunions



