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ﬁ Dear Evervone of Y'allt Feb. B, 196%

Board of Direciors o

f: I"'. ;"I'::; P :5 =S okl 5 Well, the 1988 Holidays are over, the 1989 New Year is in and by the tise
Dhan Gleasom <. .ooov.s K5 you receive this "POINTER®, Cupid will have shot his arrow on Valentine's Day.
Carl Winder .......... CA We all had sose trying tises during 1988 with the fires cut West, the drought
Andy Knapp ......... MD in the midwest and tornados touching down all over; one just 2 miles Morth of
Pete Thella Cree .o.o0use [ where [ sit here in Raleigh, M.C. and it was a miracle that only 4 people were
SR Mo ey killed in it's 45 miles long path. Me started 1989 with approvisately 5700 on
Lim o .oooo.... MK T . = ]
B Didhar ooy M the mailing list after starting out in Jume of 1982 with 32 names. My quess is
Ralph Jacobs .......... & that there are sose 50,000 surviving Areed Guard still around that we need to
Kem Caplan .....ovp... ML locate out of the original 144,970 who served. Have you sent in soseone’s mamse
N."I Erud..lr'.' ......... Vi you know? Leonard Carlson, of Shoreview, Minn, sent about 250 of the last 1000
e el placed on the sailing list. Leonard and 1 have a systea'' He finds thes and 1
Jack Cross ©vvvnnnnnns PA send thea Armed Guard information, etc. OF course, I do the sase for all.
Paul Hawn ccccvavin.. MY
Framcis Brummer ...... 14 The Voluse 111 Areed Guard History Book is still in the preperation stage and
B L. Langenderfer ... OH is still open for you to send in your 350 words, pictures and check for $49.95,
e s wtil notified otherwise, TO:" U.5.M. ARMED GUARD VOL.III, C/0 Susan McDonald,
e R ' 104 Bolton Place, Chapel Hill, N.C. 273l." An ordering brochure has been pre-
pared and you will have it before you recieve this “POINTER®. [ wrque you to go
AR ahead and send your info on in to Susan, They are processing each as they come
CoALhoyd ccovinia NG im. Lot"s make this a book to be proud of by being a part of it!" The only way
L. Ik Lloyd ooocaninss NC you can get pictures and stories in it is to—PARTICIPATE.
Bob RigE covvcvccinsa ™
o PR Progress on the restoring of the LIBERTY SHIP, 5.5. JOW N. BROWN is encouraq-
James Suesling .o n.s MDD ing. The %B5,000 cost owed of drydocking, towing, etc.; has been whittled down
W, C Kl oo VA to less than %20,000 according to Andy and Madelyn Enapp from nearby, Glen
Ed Kurlinkus o000, L. Burnie, Maryland who keeps me advised. Thanks Y'All. The “SCUTTLEEUTT® now is
f:l’;‘;:f:: ------- hidoe the “NORTHEAST RELNION® {N] ORIGINAL) will be held in Baltimore and the BROWN
"""" Will be towed to INMER HARBOR BALTINDRE especially for this REUNION. Merchant
Maring WW | Veterans will be cordially invited to hold their reunion at the
ATTENTIHN sase time since the Historical Ship 5.5.John W.Brown is a JOINT PRIAJECT.
Wi e wihiene yena ane
You know where we are, The yearly "ARMED GUARD REUNION BOCK® fros RELNIONS, INC., P.0.Bax 876 Orlanda,
i e St T R Fla. inforsed se that you should have your baok before you get this copy of the
: ; "POINTER®. If you have any probless with it, don't contack me. Combact thea, or
Please notily us when you move, hrother L.D.Lloyd at their addresses. | understand there were 242 who ordered

the book with the pictures taken by Larry French, Photographer at the Toledo
y 1S Aeumion. In this book will be the namses of all the Areed Guard Crew listed in
Non-Prolit Organization the cosputer as of 10/24/88, If any Armed Guard uses this list to sell his
Tax Exempt No. 74-23 16668 wares to his fellow shipsates, locally or Mationally, he will be dropped from
the mailing indefinitely. As always, beware of from whom and what you buy.
continued to Page 2
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Eikp Melinari, 8] Lo and Lo Autter iadores me that the BRODKLYM, H.Y. SHED
BUAED CENTER PLADEE will be bung inside the Sanibtabion Bufldisg which sos sband
gt the st Bwe Snd 5t. Sibe sosstises after the eeather breaks. Tou will be
{eforsed in Lise Lo Bake part i you so desire 1V pessible and a exact date iu
wrt, Send bn @ self addressed eovelope where §1 can sadled beck 15 you a8 soon
a5 the date is wol. Address tor Pke Molinard, [4Z2 East Sth B, Brooklys,
Ho¥e D178 1=[7151-040-8049, [k will nok be & large Plague, but Lk will be a
aytol of all 144,770 who served. Dt"s sould be a gratifying to keow thit in
the future, the City of Brockiye sosld place a Plegue there ko the Ehousscds of
British, Canadian, Freech and other Nationalities that used the "OLD ARMERT,
which was laber furned into oo Aresd Buard Eist Coast Hesdguarters,

SFARE® hars iE"s wiy of eplering into the pictere and since | bad typed all of
ihe above paragraphi, Lo esd Rebald, 1 locate Jossph Lafferty, age 70, of 314
Ban Jose fwe., San Frascisco, California D4010, sho sis an dreed Goerd of W |
and has st U5 ae # ot of history of that era and [ hope Lo put 1E all in the
future “POINTEE® if it tabes teo issues, In betalf of all the freed Buard Crim,
1 manik o swpress to his our thasks dor shuring thin part of his life with o
and 1 will do all | can to have his story tedd in Wol. D00 of the Areed Guard
Higtory Book for “0F* and the sext gesrabion to read. [ issedistely ssl Joe
the address of Gylvas “Jed“JJedell, 2580 W, &3rd 5, Bheente Hission; Karse
BAITE, who iw our other B | freed Busd Yeleran wi bave Disbed with us pow. |
b thoy will cosbine @ Morld ber :and Morld Mar [] Aesion dndo ofe and be
with uw at Seatfie; M., cose Sone <35, 1TR.

1 i i i ]
Then 1 get Ehis letier boiow: imeribten by permission,) IGmtel

. Llop: 1T Juremary 199
Let = introceoe myseld, | ea Alcester R.Colella and [ sveesr to “Chet®, a
forser U.G.Havy Sreed Guard of World Wer 11 and | recently ricieved & elipping
from & Pelative who was in the Mavy dorimg thal era, bot stheched to Destroyer

Escor deby. IL is nice Lo bngw that we, of that particular branch, have bem
ricogrieed, | was assigoed to bhe Braed Geard afier not being too ssocessful in
the Radio Schood in Morton Helghts, Coen, [ was shipped directly fros there to
thi Araed Guard Ceafier in Brooklyn, Mew Tork asd afber & fee bours, | wi in &
boat, out to & ship in Mew York Harbor. The ship was Ehe 5.5. Dheiber 0. Sewis,
& Tezacs tasher.ering the cosrse of the war | wis on other merchank ships, The
latt mas & coal Collier nased the 5.5, Black Poink. [ was sboard her uniil we
were torpedond on May 5, 1MSG; 5 eiles off Fort dudithy Mhode Dsland,

Biter at & 7 west Rest Caso |n Delasd, Florida and I weeks of gemery school
at Litiie Creek, Wirginia, I tock & slow trece tradm to Tressure Dsland, Calif.
Erroube, V=) Duy wis declared and 1 was assigned ko & "L, Hawy Fatrol Crait®.
Biler a waort stay, [ was refurned Lo Boskos for separation, Pleass forswrd any
information you have on Uhe Asscciation to s at this address.  Thask You,
Alewiter 8. Colella (B3N Chesterfield Airport Road, Chesterdield, Moo A005 }

{ungote
Reedless bo sy, | was glated o locate one of (he 5 surviving Sreed Guard Bum
Crew, &4 which, car brother, L.hibson Llopd BROC 638 20 &8 wis Ln charge of
ared the enly Arssd Guerd abosrd fo be kdlled. 1 kad been in conlah sth Hay
vogel bacher of Hewlet, M.¥. whose husband, Gas, drow deceased) was st Araed
Buard Surviver o the Black Polst, She sentioned, Steve Sveris alse (dherea-
bts-uskeoen), The Locating of *Chat® Calells wan sade pousible by sending 4
“PINTER® ko the DESA and Gmal] Crafts Mssc. and Ehey placing & resnlon notice.
i ¥ L] [ ] |
ey of you Ehat has Lost & relative o b 1 may obbain & Photo and Lithograph
of tha Mescrial if ooe is erected in their hongr by eriting for Foree&¥ Lo
WERIGH BATTLE MOWUMENTS COMMISSION, BO0M 5127, PULASKT BURLDING, 20 MASSACHU-
SETTS ANE. N.M., WAGHIMETON, D0, 20504, ATTR:OPERATION BIVISIDNL | a0 sere (L
applies Lo other Mars alsa, bol fob sere, (This service is fresl Out brother,
Whifson, is listed on the Mesorial ot RBatfery Pack in Few Tork City.

PI] ~RELM B TR -5 THIE-LO0AL ——-HAT [ INAL ——ISSIC TATE RELMEONS—-EETRAG

Froa owr Canadian DEMS friend Tom Anderson; J07 Catherine 58., Thander Bay,
(ntarin, Canada FTE 1KE wam 2 Holldey Greeting to all and these words:

Wy Fellow Bhipaates of Lhe Aeerices dreed Guard:s

The Eeattle Cossittee has offered & trip os the Princess Mergerite to the
City of Victoria, Brikish Colusbia. [ strengly recomsend this trip becase ihe
City is buslt on the Line of fulde England. There are lotx of Ehings bo cee. One
pttraction to wee is Ehe Musous which s at the end of Ehe Quay, whire the bouks
dacku, Yeu will miver rigret the viait there. [F &1l goes well, 1 will b
there fo seloose all sy feerican Shipsates. Tom fnderson-ROWG DEME, 302 Calber-
imm Bb., Thurder By, Onbario, Casads PTE IKB, (Toa has been ot all oo dreed
Buard Mational Remions since 1960 ab Morfolk, Va.) Tom, you're seloossd!!

3

LML 5. X5TH RLCHLA. AL ROLNTON May 1927, 1789 P.O.DOT 305, THLMDER BAY,
ONTER1D0, CAWADA FIC W1 [B07)AIS-5007. WEE RESERWITIONG BEFDRE A/LEMSW 10 BET
CIWFORMATEIRS. Al Areed Buard are inwited bo atfesd bhis beactlds] coremony.,
L] | ¥ 1 i

fnd from Sasey Sirange of Partland, Oregon coses these words from the pasts

"Al1 ALR BAIDS shall Bencedorth be held bebuwetn the hoors &f 10 PR, and
Fidnight e to the protest By Ehose esabers of the ship's personmal that
desire to reposs n beal thy slusber between the boors of Midnight and T A.H."

“It Shall henceforth be proddbited to indulge in the Sport of Air Raids
betewer the howrs of Mideight and 7 AR

* WL VIOLATORS SHALL BE SEVERELY PLMISHED *
8. G Cantman K, Davin

RELMDINE FELN]ONS
Kansas Mini-Renim fgril @th, 1999 &b the Tooeka, Ko fesricm Lisgiion Pest.
Contact Hosts Don and Heerieibta Glesson, 227 Morth Vnox, Topsta, Kesay SE404
Tl (7130 TH-8HT for sore iala. They welcooes all the BN "Salts and Ladied,

SHIPRWIES ARDY Cehafever Rhat eeans)

Tenas Mini-Reunion May #=7, 1989 ab the Bodesay Do 4200 Bsbwery lest, 1 Pass,
Texas TV¥25 |-B00-I8-2000. Contact Mosts Herd and Mary Merch, 74 Suttes Flace,
El Paso, Te, 79912 (WIS} S01-1353. (Malk the Beaches of EL Pas!') Open to all®

U5 Providmor C0L-8F) and Stafd of OORCAY Biw. (180 st Reunion Wirgisda Beach;
Va, 430060 Conbacl BRC OLC.Byers, USM (Ret) 404-Ridgelond fwe. , Elahorst,
Illinads B012&6 FI2-H32-ZRT. Armed Guards im this Unit are el cosed.

Ean Mega, Ca. rea Mind<Bit-together 1Y00-12089 Contect Bal and Sally Grant,
TId Butgers Ave., Owla Wist, Ca. ¥20IO0 AE9-4E1<0002  OM] are el cosed)

Sacrameeto, Ca. drea-Calvin b Jackie Fisher BOAT Mesthora May, Secrasenio, Ci.
T Tel. ¥ii-E-E00F Hoals to a Sunday Brunch Sundey 472089 000 &M Holi-
day Ime, 300 *J* Strest. Sac., Ca. 610, per sod prepaid. Let thes krow abead

frirona Mai-Raniom Raysnd and Nores Barda, Hosts HAE W Eilbern St Tecsos,
fo. EAME-F01 iw proposed F/19-20/6%, Site and info in fubore “POINTER".

Mow Jorwry-dorfhesst Aosudl Reonlos with Alex ard E@ith Losbardi 14 Drockfield
Road, Monbclade, W.J.O00HF 200-Tae-6561, Possible-Baltisore, Marylasd wod o TOW
around Che Farbor on the 5500 W.lirosn with Brie Hope and Bike Gillen at Ghe
sier]. Balt Hagalis will *TODT® the fog hora!®
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Brim Hope, 5.5, John W, Brosm Liberty Project hes ssied that sesbers of LGN,
Frand Busrd write of call their loca] Corgressssn and aak them o mepport Bl
HE-ATED by alen Bentley (RN who has istrosuced this BIL shick |e called

*THE FERCINT Fariner 's Mesorial Acl of [T, 0L allos soney quined from the
sl of srples ships in sothball (Eeet to be weed Eosards restoring and uphesy
of the 5.5. Joha i, Brown and oiher MEMORLAL SHIPS like her,

These are & Tew addresses thal | sould like to place here for you fo KEEP!!

lo EFadohm i, Brosn Lidecty Ship,P.Qbox B, Long Grem, Ad. J1097 300-558-0dd4

2 8.5 Jereaish 0°Bries FY Hason Cenker Sldg A; San Fran, CaMET 415-841-31010
(Efther ship above will take o TAI DEDCCTIIE Donation for thedr uploeepd

3. The Mariner®s Howne, Newport Hews, Va 23000 1- (6041 -375-0386- Ship Pictures
(FOR SHIF PeTE-SEND 410.00 HEDK (F MOMEY OFDER)

4, Seman Meclerald, Taylor Pubdishing Co. Rwp., 104 Bolben P, Chapel Hill, W.C.
Iralk B=-(91Y1-F2F=1890 to order Vol. [l and Vol . 1I] dreed Busrd Bistory Book.
Vol. [1 has been prinked and they are 629,95 each fros her. Yal. 110 is in
the pristing stege asd you are asked o get your 350 words, Fictore *OAT
of you bhen oo now, asy groug of ecbion pleture clesr enough to print and
your chick or soney order for W03 which incledes Eas, shipging, etc. The
Featon [ pet this in sgals f9 Bhit | will have SO0 “POIMTERE® printed gver
o mailing list for the "MEW (L'GALTS" (0] Rewnion Lise.

3, RALPH M, LUCRS, 1200 HANTHORME RD. , WARHAN, 5.C.7508 [-CBOEI=T47-2031. [
AR YOU B0 BEMD D RALPH A=SELF-AO0RECE-STAMPED-EWVELOPE—to obbain a
printoet of sty of your shipsabes, iF ey be listed. B SRE THAT you have
sl in the ship reses to ae ow weeh Before 8o [ can enler lako compuler,
do @ bachup o digln, sand to Ralph by UPS dor his bo updabe chasges in his
Cosputer shich Lo wet op identical te bhe Kational Computer that | have. be
has marry for RPw writing!! He"s wiiting and mjoys letfing you know!! Mhen
he aendd o you o nese of & shipsate, write the shipaate or call k. Yeu
mdy nof reseabsr his But o b micute cofeersation sl seke o friend again
for the fFest of wour life, "TRY [T®01¢

[ have boen asked why [ place soss obher cutfil"s reslon in tha "POINTER®. It
i% simple, Many ol the Aresd Board served with thes and they say bave the Liss
bo attend thea, [on Glaser and others forwards inoen dreed Guard nases on to e
and they also place owr revnion netices in Bheir publicatioss. By eooperaking
Dogether, e accosplish sore®! 17 three lines in the “POINTER® funds oither of
= o of oo orew i0°s worth dt. Ches Codella Stery)

Ernest Frice of Eiverside, Ca. jeat called Lo say Be had recieved his Parple
bmart after nearly 4 years from injuries in the sinking of the 5.5, Richerd DL
Spaight on 3FI0VHS. He sk wouched for By Bl shipsate, Cledis L. Mertiser of
Aoooieek, Farylind, [ (adorsed hie of smolfer shipsate, Vickor Msgel of Elden,
Migsowi. (He should bawe written Ralph Lucas), Price dnformed s thal HichEgqen
Etabw (wsews [ioense plates with a "PUPPLE MERAT® §f sarned and cotified. The
Statw of California will take splicetion on Barch 1; 1999 bo be [esusd o
duly 1, 19899 sccordisg fo Price, [f you beow of olher Stabes, drop ee & card,
Frice also qave == the sddress ods RILITAEY ORIER OF TRE PURPLE REART, MATIONAL
HEAILWETERS, 54139 BADGLIDC ROAD, SPRINGFIELD, VIRSINIA T2151 MI=-&42-T580
a1 & glace o get help in cbRaining the Heart if sarmed.

I L] [ ] 1 i
D Charlie] Bould pou prink this poes in (50 “FOINTER® end sesd 4 ooy R0 Dan
Kozakr, P.0.Bas BY3, Riverhesd, M.¥. 11901, He srote the poes and gave L to e
it the Merchant Harine Acatesy 1768 Renion. Yoor “Tenkee® Buddy, &lex Losbardi
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THE LIBERTY SHIP 4"

The LIBERTY SHIF so prowd and staunch
scry Bhan teeety seven hundred were |aunched-

Manned By brave Peerican Mariners
who sdiled thes with pride-

Upon the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian
Ocewrs- the Seven Seas- they plied,

The ganers of those lusbering Likertys
warded of f many air and sh abhack-
airtorne ralders domd it dlfficult

to penatrate their flak.

O Areies and Alr Forces never

could have wrvived-

without thoss brave hesrican Mariners

e those LIBERTYs they sailed with pride.

The world®s greatest Araada

of ships ever knowr=

sas led by thowe lusbering LIBERTYs
who firally brought os quys Rose,

Some two hursdred ten of those gallant LTBERTYs
and the siilors on board, never sade ik back to pork-
They will live foreversore as sysbols of freedom,...
pillars of courage....consorts of the Reals in—
=King Keptoie's Coordi.
~Damiel Korak

Mledicated to wyery Merchantean to ever sail im the
defense of Fresdos-and the U.5.K. Areed Buard Cres
and pthers wha courageously sanned the guns il

FORR- 180 FDR YOUR: SERVICE BECOADS CAM D€ DETRIMED FROM YOUR LOCAL W.A. OFFICE,
e VA listed im the the belephone book asd wre wiliing fo help you (o your
veloran's probless. Vou can (el your friends of obher Brasches of srvice of
i\t koo Be surw Yo resd and fi11 out the Form 180 ot all places that pectain to
wou and DON'T FORSET TO Z18M IT. There's &o nedd Lo send IR Lo & ellber.

[ sent approw. 0 of the Jest "POMMTER" to Englasd and [ Enow of ben thab wi
timed right. They arrived on Decesder T, 19889 and THEY LET FE EMOW!!! They had
not forgotten nor should we or the Morld, Der SPMER GUARD BUAPER STILKER hangs
is Ehelr Reyal My Pasociabion Hall and they are prosd of it, B2 e 0, for =
have located over 500 with thes and the caps asd decals. IF 1 falled Lo send

veu cagy book, decal, wic. that you st your soney in for, do fob Besitete to
resicd oe L 09 widy to mke o adetake for | sk wong cips Lo soee,

fs ol Jan 1, 1989, e would have bo pay Blabe Tis on caps and | do red Bave
time Lo keep wp with it. They cost %253 sach and 5,65 to mail, A doation dor
this ssarl or avy donaticn abovw this amoont, will have @ cap sl bo you. The
smafl predits s for had been weed to buy stesps, paper; prinkec®s ink aed all
the ciher experiis incwrred and donations will still <o the saee, | hive i
bo deposit checks and see that the cops go out. [ hove boo much Lo dio eow but
we wad up dodng mnough o keep it galng. Thasks for all of you that mmperted
U Aripdl Guard coid 80 (60 and wl'l] eake 01 somE hosi, A Deombrs Bocie Ro
Madalys Rigy aay help buy that extra sosethicg, like decorstions, stc. e put
on 4 BETTER REUMICH, Tk may be that you can neb go but want o balp her, THANCE

e preat to stark having oo "LAST SATURDAY [N THE MONTH BREMCFAST" again and
hewr Feter L. Price fros Boodwiew, Virginia, who siiled on the 8.5, lubayhe and
fichert Hallisey from Fepsttedille, N.C. foriginally-THREEE] and Faul Wisos of
Faledgh, H.C.,iOriginally Floridal tell of their episcde to Mrsassk, Russia in
warly, 1742 whan thinge sre rosgh. Matsos presented the "BRERTRET CLIBY with
4 niy larger “WELDDME® Brasd Gowrd Baener for display. | will perchass 1 ere
ad place o onboard the 5.5, Jeresdah 0'Frim 4t San Francisce ad on the 6.5
Johe W Brosn at Raltisore, Marylend with their LK. IF you're pasaing Ralelgh,
W, plen shesd Eo come by on the |k Seturdey for & wimll. "L VALY siley

Beilthy aned Let's go to Sealtle for @ wonderfisl freed Gusrd Reunion.
CALLITD

-




faerices Ferchank Marine Vebersss will sall the cruise ship-"MAdl GRAS® drom
Ft. Lasgerdale, Fla. Tharsday May 1l 1% and refurn on Ray 14, Conbect: The
Mational Cormmblon, MY Gl fetresa Chagter, Bow Y0977, Quklend Fark, Flovida
0T (307600, The drmed Buard are seloosed, Al Losbard] will wouch
for thelr pershelaing plessrs dor you to wtbend. The A and | work bogether
in sendisg ach other nasss to incresse crew listing. They heve Chapters all
goer the U.5.A. and we are on each akher"s sadling,

Pittsburgh, Pa. Ares Hosts-Jack asd Gally Crows 109 Lycosing br., Corapelis, Pa
ISI08 [-i417]-264-8052 Braakfast on the Srd Baburday of each smth. Gesisted by
Hilary aed Dot Fakowski 416 Arabella St. Fittsburgh, Pa. I5210. (MO GRITS)

M chigas-Indlane-de Tri-State Resdon Hosts-Bob and Borothy Dber, TIES Duan
R, Cincinakti, Os 5230 SE3-731-I181 ba be beld is Cincy. Sept. 1&-16,1980.
Thig shauld be arokher wonderdul Besnion onboard the PADDLE DORTE.

Wl econsie=1] linals Mini-Revaion dibe hes not bees aml a5 of 201789, Contact Bob
wnd Do Malf, 7837 8. Serren fve. Oak Lawn; 01. 60431 32-435-5502 or Robert J.
Groseasn 10F31 5. Caspbell dwe., Chicege, I1 SD6TS H-Tr-1102 i you wouldd

like to step forwerd ead “VOLLWTEER® to host (R west dall. Soever volmEesr to
phop forward, you will get & fine crew back together again. Enjoyed last year!!

Dewtroyer Escorts Sxilors dsec. Matl. Resnion %/19%/8F Charleston 8.0, Coatact
Bon Glaser, BESA P.0.Bow 1577 Orlanda, F1. 328421977 (407)-290-2504,

Patrol Crafts Sailors fssc, Joseph F.Kelliber, P.0. B 233, Cesbridge, N.T.
IMI2-0732  [-38-477-3008 fpril 1989 im B Diego; Ca.

iashinglan-Oregon State Hinl-Amedon Hosts Billie sed Bick Kobee, J304 Lister
R, (dpmpia, . FECHON -S4 19 MarJi-fprdl 2, 1989 at the Tyew Hobel, 500
Tyew Dr. Tussaber FENIY. (Finalizing the Hatioeal Banion bf7l=-ZRE-5eatile.

Califorsia Hoste Carl and Thelsa Misder 173 Pilgrim fee., Bountads ¥iew, Ca.
SO0 -41S-S4T-5497 will hold a Mesorial Placgee Cersstny ai the Fort [hicago,
Ca, 3ite where the ships 5.5, E.A.Bryan and the 5.5 Guisaslt Wictory blew wp o
July 17, (94, killing all but 17 orewsen on Liberty. Date (s July 1% L969. W
have located George Diller, $8 Safier Bd., Mewdiedd, ALY, T6BGT CBOVISE4-THAY
ard Bordon Boller, [58 Provincetos Dr.Sen Jois, Ci. THI39 (WDS1-ZE5-4500. 14
soypone knsem @d the sherssbouts of the other 10, pleass pontact Carl Minder so
thay can attend this fesorisl Dedication set for Jgly 16, 1389, Further details
ulll Be in felere "PRINTER®. Carl bad put oot a “MEST (DAST MRILOUT® sskisg for
a §A.00.donationg 5 for Mest Dowsl expesses, 5 for (he Mesorial Flague and £0
ko the Hational. | would like to report that Carl has forwerded $2000. sa far
&d it has bees deposited to the Aresd Gesrd Account. Me hive enough now for @
back b Back "POMNTER® and [ will ses that ancther will follos this one.
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FROM THE RELMION 1969 REUNION COMMITTEE
SUBJECT: AIR TRAVEL

1 UNITED AIRWAYS TO OFFER REDUCED RATES FOR ARMED GUARD REUMION ATTENDEES ¢

From its sany departure points thoughtout all the UNITED STATES, the frequent
flight convenience and fine services of UNITED ATRAYS will be available for

ALL REUWION ATTEMDOEES at am appealing reduced rate.

In an effort for the REUNION COMHITTEE to help you keep expenses to a sinisum
so that you can further enjoy the planned festivities planned for your Reunion
in Seattle, flight reservations can be sade at the [omest possible rate.

IMITED AIRWAYS will discount their reqular "ROUND-TRIP® coach fares to all the
the U.S.NAVY ARMED GUARD WM [ VETERAN Reunion Rttendees by 40 Per cent. Should
INITED be offering their SUPER-EAVER rates, you can still purchase your ROUMND-
TRI® tickets at 5 per cent below these rates.

To take advantage of these rates (For attendees-spouse-children-grand children,
gkc.) BELMOOD TRAVEL and their Ernie Cullus offers a free phone nusber to their
office located in Moodinville, Mashington. Just dial 1-BO0-284-8354, Identify
yourself as an ARMED GUARD RELNION ATTEMDEE. VISA and MASTERCARD are accepted.

Reservations are subject to availability at time of your reservation. A minimsus
of 30 days in advance of your flight is recossended. These SPECIAL RATES can
aoply only for travel cossenced and cospleted during the seeting travel period
which is &F18/8% thru &/ 20769,
i § NOTICE L] i
This arrangesent was worked out through Areed Buard-Robert Heitzinger 15524 NE
175th Flace, Moodinville, Ma. 98072 206-4BL-5932 with BELWOOD TRAVEL and CRUISE
SEVICE, 13120 N.E. 177 PL. Moodinville, Wa.F8072 1-800-284-8354.

¥ou may find rates with other Airlines as cheap or cheaper. Take what you are

satisfied with, | know that DELTA offers a SENIOR CITIENS RATE and vou can call
thea or others for prices. Those baking the ALASKEN CRUIEE should check to see
if an extension will be granted with UNITED. I CAN MOT BE RESPONSIBLE. (CALLOYD!

Sdvn W Broon Lloerty Ship
0. Box 2

WAl
Lﬁnﬁ |f::~|1'=.|:1-~\.1I aisqa

C’EH"HE e

I am enclosin
ﬁf (11 gﬁ:’t‘ntr‘ 0. R L'Lt:alé'ﬂ. He.

7,
Deta’ Young At Heart Fares Are
The Travel ins Of The
FRERE INC REASE | Déc
Fly toamy city served by Dielia or The Delm Connection. in

the Crmineraal 115, plus Haasil, Alaska and Pueri Ricoat
youur chioice of great savings plans:
mﬂi’ Bookler  Price Per
bet Prioe:  Desinaion:  Sample Travel Plans
b "’5*}‘ B ol i e
round trip o Alaska or
Harszaii
Bepouspion wirr— 77 4 porard 1T, domak T ey
&epo ey by

sl

Irugine! Yous can fly soamy Dela ciry in the Continencall LES
ar Puerto Rico, even po cross country —and back — on reo
gourpns. O E%t; Hawail or Alaska and returm by using
four coupons. ing Mlights don't requine an additional
Might eoupan.

No Comphcated Rules:

» Trawl Tuescay Wedneschey, Thursdy or Saturdsy on
Delrs or Dl Conmecrion

* Refervalions are oely within 6 deys of Intemded
traved. 1 petumming within 14 days tovfrom Alaska o
Havexil, rearn neservations may be confirmed when
depanting Mights are reserved

A s Wrth of Flight

Hhﬁmbmkm:nmhmmlm}w
ey you bary them, Each isvalid for onby one
persan and ifbcation showing prool of age 62 or over
i reyuired at ﬂiﬁ; departure, Fares do not inchsde a fuel
surcharge of $5.00 from Chicagn or $3.00 departune: tax
[ r% trnvel ing ovirom Alaska or Hreall Seats are
hmﬁfgmthai&u:maﬂ 1, A o
urwised bookle may be retumed fora full refund. Mo
refund applies i amy one of the coupons has been used
ard the gy ot be extenced. Fares subject to
chunge and rmary be withdresm writhous notice.

Bspr L. Cascade Koad

Wilmington A N.C aBYe3
December 18, 198¢
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George Diller seeks
survivors of 1944
ship blast,

Dy LYNH WL FOMOY

Jowrmal Ralf
EWFIELD — George
Déer Sr. 3 looking for ||

InEN.

He Eaks't woen ithom tnce World
Woar 11 wnd a2 51 he diosia’
Jessmibar all ghrir namas, but he's
pure b would il resogsine Sem,

hﬂ'i“lr'l ulrvlm is spurred on by
the memey of man f
commades, 1rr:|ud|n|.r;::ln!|.c1:
Teiend, whoe 53 July 17, 1984 in
the blat thad killed a8 bar 1] o his
_-.}ipul.tlrL
- Mow deach |8 creeping clicaer 1o
Dl and b wands bo pass on the
memoris of e yesag lived
befarg they &g with him.

*“They was e kidy and they
nevier had an oppomunily, jow oul
off schiool nd Fighe A ssifarm,
Breally dhey didn"t have & Efe asd
IBan”s wity | wad wa nbereited, Hey,
we ot [ sy something for (hese
pesple," he waid,

Condly 11 oiher men — man he
hawn*l beem able io find = can help
hism Weep th mumorien alve, He
dise’i ewen bnorw [ his shipmaies
iuevieed Ehe feil of [Be wis,

In his box of newspaper clippings
and mesmentol fros (he war i g
Extbe pioure of the gun crew of hiv
g, 1Be 5.5, E.A. Brian, iaken
wilh & camers he hid wrder iy
ihirt. The men in the pictere wear
muatching savy wailermi bol many
of thele whice caps have been
checknd with o Beile black *' X'
thil thoss they hive gone *'ro the
higher ship o sadl.™

Biller also kevps @ pictwre of his
once-ireparable shildboosd Mrsmd,
Lloypd Qaick. '"He wak jusi ke 4
brother vo me,"" DHller saod. They
wink & gunnery schoal pogeiber,
vaodmareered for he Armesd Cosard
#d che pa=g (ime and Eiped waih
ewch osher urill the day of 1he
blat,

Thar day, Julby 17, 1984, sill
haofds him. Dilliv wai deagped
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anolhie hipmais who waated fo go
eo pevwen. =1 ofies ot back snd
winder tn my mind, . . " he ald,
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ia Ehe aky albove his Blue ibin,

All thai day Quick, then 1, had
samplilaed of & hesdacts el wodl
voiopl alling his names, Quick
thaughit Diller was playing iricks on
him — gt Diller wdin®

Thiey marred 1alking abow what
i mesn. Wi the ship gonna
dorw wp or what?' When one of
the efher gaaners heaid (hem
falking sbout the voiors, he iaid it
wits & bad omen end they'd beiver
wop dissusing B They mapped.

Saom Heoward Smith from
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alail going oo wowen with ke, ']
iid, I Qraichs i poing, I'm nal
goéing,” '* Dier said. But Smith
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rmally [ wesa 10 WTETTIM oh,
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g af Poet Chicage, Calif.. &
ovwm had wenabd e desiroyed by
the Blaar, Then they decided fo go
further down Ehe poad 10 the Dwn
af Maningz.
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JOIN US

as a guest aboard the newly refurbished
Liberty Ship, S.S. John W. Brown.

Her “Matron’” Voyage is now scheduled
for the summer of 1990. Space is limited!

We urge you to respond promptly and mail your reservation within 30
days from postmark. After this date the cruise will be offered to the general
public on a first come, first served basis.

Confirmation of your reservation will be in the form of a handsome
numbered certificate, suitable for framing. You will be notified of the sailing
date at least 45 days in advance. Should you be unable to make the voyage,
your certificate is fully transferable

YES! I want to make this historic voyage. Donation for one guest. 8150, for two guests. $250,
for three guests. . 8330, for four guests., $400, additional guests at $100 each.

name e address
#p
[J Check enclosed in the amount of for reservations, Make checks pavable o
“Project Liberty Ship”.
L Charge VISA MASTERCARD for reservations.
Card Exp.
Number date Signature

If the voyage is fully booked when my reservation is received. place me on the
standby list or, sign me up for the second voyage

MAIL TO: PROJECT LIBERTY SHIE B O BOX 8, LONG GREEN, MARYLAND 21092

8
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PROJECT LIBERTY SHIP

HONDRARY COMMODORE Covernot WilHim Denald Schatfer HONORARY CHAIRPFEESON Congresswoman Helen Dielich Bentley

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE December 7, 1988

S H. Haps
Bl O Waryianed Pigiy

- Dear Fellow Armed Guard Veteran:
Eapwirity Sypems, ing

Wake L Magute [ am working hard, along with a number of Armed Guard Veterans
of Wi B rom the Baltimore area, on the restoration of the $.5. JOHN W. BROWN. The
Bary swerse o Armed Guard is playing an important role in the saving of this fine old ship,
mewsy  Wworking side by side with old sailors and people with no sea experience at
inten it all. Our volunteers range in age lrom the 80's to as young as 11. The
porssi Gues  important thing that we all share is a desire to preserve this last East Coast
Direciors 1 Large Liberty Ship as a memorial, not just 1o the Armed Guard and Merchant
ek L Marine, but to all the men and women of American industry that built the
teewcoms  Liberty Fleet. When the museum is established aboard the BROWN, the
T_Tn-wdrmad Guard story will be a prominent [eature. What better way to tell our
wewonnre wsres | SLOCY than with an Armed Guard Museum aboard a real Liberty Shipl This is
weom s seeo  Lhe only chance we on the East Coast have to preserve such a ship in our own

Balvrasn City Coonel

Pows b, Dackyard. If we [ail, there will never be another Liberty!
s
sore . Cocy. Edy Many of you live too lar away to come aboard regularly to work with

 Commantonsia WS, bUL We still need your help. It would be great to have a large turnout of

Berpt, Barmoe & bases

mans o Armed Guard Veterans on our first Bay cruise, scheduled, as you can see
S “from the brochure, in 1990. No need to pay $150 for a single ticket. Get

Brijarrie L Cavies

W.wmiﬂﬂﬂlﬁﬂr with some [riends and buy as a group. If you all chip in together
iy ia G the cost of the ticket comes down to $100. Those of you who sailed aboard

;:,._E:T,T "“"“Yhie O'BRIEN remember what a great time was had by all,
Eafiry B
e Ty G If you can't make the cruise, sign on as a member of Project Liberty

“Hammom s waveea  Ship. We also have a number of goodies for sale in the ship's store, and we

- sure can use your dollars! If you can get to Baltimore, come and see usl We

e i Lisback

T have twelve empty gun tubs that we're working hard trying to fill and the
Chies A Liopd

o Amed towa veearA T MEd Guard quarters aft are really shaping upl If you have any leads on

=t

sk L guns, drop me a line in care of the Project. We don't want to have to go to
o s, vanes & o 568 With telephone poles this time around|

Harylerad Sate Sanain
e — Smooth Sailing|
CHvigl Fnse, e
. Yalen, 3. Inogal
et Pat Walter L. Magalis
R RECD Vice Chairman,
N Saaror Gty et Project Liberty Ship Baltimore
Tt - BALTIMORE COMMITTEE
brgett A YEIESH
T P.O. Box 8 * Long Green, Maryland 21092 = Staff office: (301) 661-1550 = Ship: (301) 558-0646
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TO ALL THE CREW!! SEE ALL OF YQOU IN SEATTLE! January 23, 1989

This is to remind all of the "ARMED GUARD OF WWI and WWII" of the 8th ANNUAL REUNION
TO BE HELD IMN SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, June 21-25, 1989 at the RED LION INN, SEA TAC,
18740 Pacific Highway South, is only FIVE MONTHS AWAY. The "TOLL FREE" number is
1-800-547-8010, and the Direct Line is 1-206-246-8600 for your convenience. "BE
SURE TO TELL THEM YOU ARE WITH THE ARMED GUARD" and "ASK FOR A CONFIRMATION!!I™

The RED LION has "500 ROOMS RESERVED" for us. The rate is $60.00 a night. Also,
bring your "AARP CARD" for 10 percent discount in their "COFFEE SHOP". This
HOPEFULLY will be the best attended Reunion yet with over 5,800 on the mailing list,
and C.A. Lloyd informs me, “THE LIST IS GROWING"!

“"ANOTHER IMPORTANT ITEM" “"FOR THOSE FLYING IN"
Upon arriving at “SEA TAC AIRPORT", and “AFTER YOU HAVE CLAIMED YOUR LUGGAGE",
the RED LION INN WILL PICK YOU UP, if you go in the vicinity of the car rentals
and use "TELEPHONE #1".

If you are driving, there will be no charge for parking at the

Red Lion parking lot. Recreational vehicles can use the Red Lion's
parking facilities but NOT FOR LIVING PURPOSES. Campers and motor
homes can go to the KOA campground (5801 S. 212th, Kent, WA. 98032-
telephone 206-872-8652) which is about 4 miles away. We would suggest
you contact them as soon as possible because they fill real fast.

We all have to make DECISIONS so which events are you going to select? ONE or ALL?!

Wed. 6/21 - AN EVENING OF HORSE RACING AT LONGACRES TRACK
-Roundtrip motorcoach transportation from your
hotel {leaves Red Lion at 3:30p.m.)
-Club House admission
-Reserved group seating in the Paddock Club
-A complete chicken and roast dinner
-Program recognition
=First-timer's kit
Paddock Club will only hold a maxium 450. So
those of you who are interested send your money
in first.

Thurs.6/22 VICTORIA, B.C. CRUISE--THIS IS AM ALL DAYTRIP! Sailing time will
be early morning (7:00 am). There will be a "brunch" on the ship witk nlentv time to SHAP
TALES!! We will be in VICTORIA approximately 3 hours. Places to see in VICTORIA,
and all sights are in walking distance, except the "Buchart Gardens."™ 1. CRYSTLE
PLACE. 2. Wax Museum. 3. Buchart Gardens. On the return trip, there will be a
"Buffet Dinner."

Fri.6/23 am DELUXE EMERAL CITY TOUR--Historical and modern architecure exist
side-byside in Seattle and you will see it all on this tour, from towering SEYSCRAPERS
to carefully preserved buildings of brick. We will travel down FIFTH AVENUE to the
Historical Pioneer Square and Pike Mace Market. You will see the University of
Washington Campus, the Arboretum (Seattle's Premier Park for Floral Display), and
the beautiful waterfront homes along Lake Washington Blvd. Our next stop is the
Hiram Chittenden Locks. The Locks separate saltwater Puget Sound from fresh water
Lake Washington. It is a fascinmating viewing distination at any time of the year,
complete with stops at lookout points where the views of Puget Sound and Seattle
stretch as far as the eye can see. You'll love it!!

Fr1.5§23 pm TILLICUM VILLAGE-SALMON DINNER--After a short cruise, you arrive
at Tillicum age on Blake Island where you will be greeted with steamed clam and
nectar. Buffet of Alder smoke Salmon and Indian Bread is the main course, plus
dessert. A live show of native Northwest Indian Dancers will aguaint you with their
ancient culture as they interpret traditional folklore through a series of costume
dancers. After the show, you can walk along the nature trails on Blake Island.
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Even if you don't or can't take the planned events, come and relax and enjoy the
company of your Armed Guard shipmates and maybe find one of your shipmates that you
haven't seen in a FEW years, Try to get a "BUDDIE™ to come and join in the fun!!
We will have a real treat for you on Saturday night with DOUG DUGGER, from Monana
who will be there to give a "LITTLE MINI-GRAND OL'OPRY". You don't want to miss
"Minnie Pearl's boyfriend, do you? He's also the Farragut BOOT CAMP organizer.

If there are any questions, you can contact me, Madelen Rigg, your Host, on my
U.S.N. ARMED GUARD Telephone Nn. 1-206-242-9293,

God Bless and keep all of you till we meet in SEATTLE, JUNE 1989.

-

Sincerely,

Tjalinf gy

1623 5.W. 166th
Seattle, WA SBl66
1-206-242-9293

TEAR OFF HERE AND MAIL RIGHT AWAY

= o o = e S = &S B B E S & O B B B OB B B SN SN NN BN BN O B 4N BN 4 4N aE 4 A am

NAME o)

ADDRESS 7

CITY o IRIEE e e e PHRME
Wednesday, June 21, 1989. Longacre Race Track $29.00 per person
Thursday, June 22, 1989. Victoria , B.C. Cruise $60.00 per person
Friday, June 23, 1989 A.M. Emerald City Tour £14.00 per verson
Friday, June 23, 1989 P.M. Indian Salmon Dinner $£32.00 per person
Saturday, June 24, 1989. Eanquet (Chicken Seattle) $25.00 per nerson
Sunday, June 25, 1989. Brunch $13.00 per person
Amount Enclosed Check Number -

You cancelled check will be your receipt. Bring it with you uphold the fact that you have
already paid. Dismissal will be right after the brunch on Sunday morning and BON VOYAGE
until CHICAGD 1990!

Tear off and mail to: Madelen R. Rigg, 1623 5.W. 166th, Seattle, WA 9B166

If you do not want to cut out and remove from the "POINTER", have a copy made or just
write down the events that you are interested in and send check or money order with
your name, address, tele. No. etc. It will make our work a little easier. We will have
to have a cutoff date, which will be announced later. If you have any questions, please
call me before the "RUSH'| We have planned a wonderful reunion and many have made their
reservations and many are coming in early to see all the Seattle Area. As C.A.LLoyd
would say--Y'all come on and enjoy yourselvesl! You'll be at home!l! In Seattle.



MEMORIES oF T U.S. NAVAL

ARMED GUARD SERVICE
purinG WORLD WAR I

FroM ArriL 6, 1917 To Novemeer 11, 1918

DAVer Begins 40th
Consecutive Year as
Letterman Volunteer

Joseph Lafferty, & life member of
San Francisco DAY Chapeer 3, made
his first visit to patients a1 San Fran-
cizco’s Letterman Army Medical
Center on Christimas Day 1948,
Then, half the patients were still re-
covering from lingering Warld War
11 wounds.

Laffenty, a construction foreman
and World War 1 Mavy veteran, was
inspared 1o make weekly visits to the
hospital. He showed up each
Wednesday with a cart full of dough-
nuts, boxes of candy, fruit, mags-
zines, playing cards, and pen and

BY tfﬁﬁ -J%;géggggiiaL"'

pencil seis, Some of it was donated,
but mast of it was paid for out of his
own pockrl

When sickness forced Lafferty w
slow down, he cut his wisits to his
present every secomd 'Wednesday,
This yesr, Laffery, mow 89, is in his
4{hhk consecutive year of handing out
gifts, weats, & smile, and 8 word of
ERCOUFAgEMeEnt io patients at
Letterman,

He was recently honored by the
Drepartment of the Aremy when Cal.
Paul L. Shetler, Leterman’s com-
mander, him with the
Commander's Award for Puoblic
Service “for his 40 years of volunieer
service 1o Leterman Army Medical
Center”

‘The award cees Lafferty for “un-
selfishly giving his time to betier the

services provided 1o Leverman's pa-
tient populstion, He has volunteersd
his services nod only on the inpatient
wards, but also in the cutpatient
departmenis,

*His keen wit and kind heart are
evident in all his contacts with pa-
trents and staff alike. His willingness
1o work anywhere and to sssist a1
anytime have made his services
invaluahle®

Mow, Lafferty is asking fellow
DidVers 1o help him gather used
postage stamps for patients who are
#arting stamp collections. Anyone
wha has extra stamps from their cod-
lections can send them toec Joseph
Lafferity, 374 San Jose Ave., San
Francisco, Calif. 94110, You can be
sure he'll pass them on vo those who
will be delighted 1o get them,

12
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YESTERDAY'S HEMORIES OF THE ARMED GUARD SERVICE
DURIMNG WORLD WAR I

The Armed Guard Service was & very important part of the U. 5. Havy during
World War I and this iz a true story of the experiences and happenings of one
of the first crews to leave the U. S. 8. Pennsylvania as witnessed by the writer
who was cne of that crew, some things serious, others laughable, but all true.

Hot long after W. W. I was declared on Garmany becaugse of the roughness of
her submarine wacfare on defenseless merchant ships, guns were placed on all
such ships and the word went out that volunteers were needed to man these guns,
and as ocur ship had 22 five-inch guns with well trained crews having been train-
ing on them for about a year they were ready for this kind of service.

And in spite of the fact that most service men ware warned never to wolun=
tear for anything, I was one of the first to put my nama in for this service,
mot that I wanted to be a heroc but I had become so tired of doing the same
thing over avery day, day after day: get up at six scrub the decks, wash the
paint wark, polish the brass, the same kind of drill and unending weekly inspec=
tions where you had to lay all your possessions in little piles on the deck. The
Captzin and his aides would go through them and if he found anything against
requletions over the side it would go. TYou were probahly put on report, =o
after a year of this it seemed that anything would be batter; howavaer, I real-
ized with & crew of 1800 the ship had to be kept clean but it had becoms a drag
50 to speak for even on the farm that I had left a year and a half before there
was scoething different to do each day.

5o it was about May 12, 1917 I bid farcwell to what had been home and
frienzz and with twelve others went down the gangway at Norfolk, Virginia and
board=- a truck with bag and baggage that took us to the train station and there
board:zl a traln for Wew Orleans as a ship was supposed to be waiting for us to
becomz her gun crew in the Armed Guard Service.

we finally arrived at Hew Orleans after an overnight ride on the train and
had to take the street car to the ferry building; so entering the car with my
heavy Sag took the first seat that I found empty and was busy taking in the new
sightz and sounds when an old lady came down the aisla and tapped me on the
shoulder and said "Young man do you realize whare you are sitting?" to which I
replied I was guite comfortable and then she told me I was in the colored
gection, and I noticed the sign “"colored only" so I moved forward which was
lesgor aumbar one in the South of which others were to folleow.

The ferry took us across to Algiers and there we tock another street car
to the seation just south of the town. It was a small town as was the Haval
Staticn which contained the emigration station on one end.

Whan we arrived we were welcomed and told there would be a little wait as
it seemed that our ship was an old one and needed some parts for the engines
that were hard to get and so the delay.

We were assigned to a couple of tents and told to make ourselves at home.
Well, we waited and waited with nothing to do but play cards and read. In the
meantime hundreds of new recruits were coming in daily and more tents were put
up for them. As soon as enough arrived they wore sent to various training
stations but there were always a large number present with few officers to take
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care of them 5o someone got the idea of making us training instructors whila we
were waiting and from then on for six hours a day we taught the manual of arms,
marching formation and various other things that we learned in boot camp.

I might state here that the Armed Guard crew consisted of a Chief Petty
Officer, two rated men, a Boatswain's Mate First Class and & Gunner's Mate and
ten Seamen, five for each gun. Now it was the ten Seamen that got the job of
training instructors. The Petty Officers just saw that we were doing as we
were told. The Chief Petty Officer had his guarters up in the barracks some
way from our tents and we hardly ever-saw him which was just as well as he had .
been Chiaf Master of Arms, a rating they no longar have in the serviece, a sort
of Chief of Police in charga of the brig or jail as some would call it. Over-
bearing and not too well liked, one day hg asked me a question and I could not
answer i: and ask him the answer to which he replied, "What the h--=- are you
doing tzving to find out what I know?" which will give you some idea of what
he was 1i%a. Ik was rumored that they sent him with our crew to get rid of
him but enough of that.

Tre two rated men had a tent to themselves and it was not long untll they
waere raxing friends with the new recruits that had money. They had dug a hole
in the fleer of their tenk, lined it with saw dust and ice and casea of beer
and wio knows what else and every night there were card games going on thers
until i: seemed like a lictle Lag Vegas where the owners never lose.

In the peantime a coeple of families of the little town of Algiers that
had groan daughters tock it upon themselves to make our stay as pleasant as
possitie as part of the war effort and there was hardly a weekend when some of
us were not invited out to & chicken dinner. I have forgotten the names of
these good pecples bub remember a vary good looking girl who I took to a show
a coup'a of times who was supposed, to be engaged to a service man overseas. He
was sending her an allotment check each month that she was putting in the bank
in her name. She told me she sent him & letter every day and as she seemed to
go to & dance or party every night I got to thinking about it and ask her when
she found time to write. She told me that they had very little to do where she
worked in New Orleans on Saturday mormings so wrote seven letters dated for
each day she mailed one. I did not trust her too much but as Kipling's poem,
The lLadies goes "I learned about women from her.”

Mow the summer days and pleasant evenings were slipping by as we had
becoma to know them as it had been owver three months since we had arrived and
finally one day the Chief came to inform us that at last our ship was ready
and the next day we were taken to our new home.

At first glance there seemed £o be much to be degired, asz it was an old
rusty tramp steamer that formerly had been under the Austrian flag but had
been interned and now was being put into government service for the war. They
had lined the lower after deck both walls and ceilings with two inch planks for
our quarkers and put in double bunks for the c¢rew and the Chief Petty Officer
had his quarters below the bridge amidship with the civilian officers.

Thoere had been placed aboard two guns, a four-inch one forward amd a thres=
inch one on the after deck above our guarters. Thay also had a machine gun on
the bridge and each of us was issued a long barrel forty-five colt pistol with

lots of amunition. This of course was the beginning of the Armed Guard Service
and not planned as well as later.
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And so at last we were on our way down the Mississippi River and across
the Gulf of Mexico to Tampa, Florida where we took on a cargo of rock phosphata
to ba used az fertilizer on the farms of France and headed across the Atlantic
to La Rochelle, Erance.

The Chief now felt that this was a good time to try out our guns which were
very old and proudly taken off of one of Admiral Dewey's old gun boats. We no
sooner fired a few shots than the recoil spring broke on the forward gun and fir-
ing pin gave away on the after one, so there we were like sitting ducks with
nothing but a machine gun and side arms to defend curselves against the enemy.
Heedless to say it did not give us a very good feeling.

And by now we found out that the Stewart of the ship was promised a bonus
for all he could save on the trip and though he had supplies for three months
put out as little as he could get by with, the result being that most of us were
more or less hungry most of the time.

How we could not do anything about the worthleass guns but getting food was
a difZeront matter and it was not long until someone found that by filing the
botten of the bolt that held the hasp under the padlock it could be slid up and
the door opened without any trouble, nearly as good as having a key so EVEXY now
and then someone would slip in, get a case of peaches or something else and slip
the empty case under the bottom of the pile and in this way most of the crew
both civilian and Haval that were in on it kept their hunger pains from bothering
them. This I might say continued until we were nearly home when the Stewart was
taking inventory with a picture of a big bonus in his mind and found twenty-five
or morz empbty cases behind and under the rest of the supplies. There was guite
a kads #bout it but I don't think it was ever proven who was in on it.

“he weather continued to be nice and we kept our watches at the worthless
guns thinking we might have a chance to turn the ship in time if we saw a tor-
pedo coming our way and we finally arrived at La Rochelle, France with ouf CONvoY.
I guess good fortune was with us for we saw nothing of the enemy and felt aquite
good acout it, more so when the Captain of the port told us that just the day
beforz 2 life boat had been picked up with only two men alive after a sub sank
their szhip and then machine gunned the life boat.

Cn this, our first trip, it seemed fate was good to us but the endless
expectation of waiting for the enemy to strike was narve wracking to say the least
and if it werenot for the every day things that took our minds off of the husiness
of war no doubt some of us would have cracked up so to speak.

Az I have said we were all issued long barreled colts and from time to time
used them not only for target practice but in play as well and it was nothing to
see sore of us playing cards like crazy cowboys, have the quns out on the table
before us or have some call us in the morning as they shot in the planks over-
head.

Liring this time I had a couple of run ins with the Chief Petty Officer
through no fault of mine but enough to say we for some reason never got along.
By now we had all found another part of the Wavy that we were never tald about
at the training station or on board the Pennsylvania.

We enjoyed our stay at La Rochells and found it to be a very old town partly
surrounded by a medieval wall. There were many things of interest to see and
the French girls saw that we were not lonely and we were sorry when it came time
to say goodbya. There is an old saying that every man has two countries, his

own and France. We were sorry that we could not stay longer and see if it were
B .
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With our guns repaired, which made us feel a bit safer, we headed home with-
out seesing any sign of the enemy and entered Hew York harbor about Hovember 1,
14917. As I look back to that old rusty tramp steamer I wonder if the Germans
thought it was worth wasting a shot on if they did see it. So ended our first trip
in the Armed Guard Service.

And not long after we were all transferred to the Armed Guard barracks in
Brooklyn amd given twenty days leave that most of us had extended to thirty after
wa got home.

In the few short months that we had been at war the Armed Guard Service had
becoms a vory important part of the Navy. The city park several blocks long across
from the Brooklyn Havy Yard had been taken over by the government and filled with
wooden barracks that were now headgquarters with offices, living space and other
facilities for hundreds of men mo longer as volunteers but assigned from various
ships az nesded to man the guns; also some were signalmen and radio operators as
wall on ail mapchant ships.

This branch of the serwvice was now in command of regular Waval ocfficers with
the sams rules and regulations as on ship board. We now had nearly two thousand
marchant sessels of all conditions and sizes with cruiser and destroyer escorts
and one hindred subchasers and five hundred airplanes that worked spotting the
enemy U Zoats for the greater part of the service was in the campaign against the
eneny subnarines.

Li7e wag not the came ag we found it in New Orleans, but there were still
ways of gatting by with things if you knew how, for instance shore leave was nok
until four=-thirty when the day's work was done as on ship board but someone found
a couple = pickeks looze in the iron fence that surrounded the barracks that could
be pushe? up and used as & gate in back of one of the buildings and in the sarly
afternccn if you knew where to look you would see one or two dressed for liberty
going cut this way and then replacing the pickets. As the saying went it was not
what you @14 but what you got caught doing.

In 2 week or 50 after our leaves were up and a few changes made in the crew
including a new Chief Petty Officer, we were ready for another ship and were
agsigned to the 5. 5. Paulsboro, an oil tanker owned by the Sun 0il Company of |
Bayonne, New Jersey. She was a nice ship with late model guns and good quarters !
so wa thought we had a good home but it was not long after we sailed for Bristol,

England with a cargo of oil that we found trouble not with the enemy but we had

hitch hikers in the form of roaches. There were roaches everywhere you looked, on

the walls, on the ceiling. It was nothing to see fifteen or twenty running across

the mess hall ceiling as you were eating and have a couple drop down on your food

and for once I realized why we were forced to keep things so clean on the Pennsyl- |
vania, our old home, and before the trip was over there were times when we wished

we were on it. They no doubt got started on the trip before because of unsanitary 1
conditions in the galley and spread all through the after part of the ship where
our quarters were and in spite of all everyone tried to do they kept increasing so
wa had to make the best of it until we got back to the States and they fumigated
the ship and repainted everything and that got rid of them to our great relief.

By now it was December and the nice weather was a thing of the past. We
ran into howling gales that the MNorth Atlantic is known for in winter as anyone who
has been there will remember. At times it was so rough that the seas as high as
forty feet would break over the bow of the ship making it impossible to stand wakch
on the forward gun station so at such times we watched from the bridge and there
was always a lookout high up in the mast in what they call the crow's nest, the
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roughest and coldest place to be at such times. It is said that nothing is so bad
but what it could be worse and we thought it was when we got into what they called
tha war zone where we were met by a convoy of Naval ships who had thirty or forty
merchant ships to protect for the last seven or eight hundred miles into port. Then
you had to stand watches of four hours on and four hours off during which you ate
and got what sleep you could and it seemad you no more than came off duty, took off
your oilskins better known as rain clothes and dropped into your bunk wet or not as
we pever took off our clothes at this time and someone would be ecalling you to go
back on watch again. To say the least it was & good place to lose weight. PFact of
the matter I lost eighteen pounds on one trip.

We spotted ona or two subs that the Waval subchasers took out afrer and every
now and then you would get word that some ship had gone down as the German subs were
now traveling in packs and like a wolf pack would wait for stragglers or some ship
that got behind because of engine trouble or something.

Our ship being fairly new could make good speed and kept her position well
in the farmation. Once we sighted the wake of a torpedo in time to turn and have
it miss us by a ship's length which was even too close.

%e finally arrived in Bristol, England on December 23, 191F and the next day
all but two of us took shore leave as two men always had to stay aboard for guard
duty. Uone of us had ever been to England and so it was a grand adventure. Biistol
is an cld historic town from which John Cabot sailed in 1497 to discover the main-
land of North America and not long after we found ourselves in an old two-story
house which was used as a U.S5.0club house. There were a number of men there from
the variouz forces and we wera soon made to feel at home by the English girls who
were in sharge and joined in singing songs and playing games, etc. There was little
food bu: <hat they had they shared with us, and that night we had fish and chipz and
a littl: fruit for supper. It being Christmas Eve we gtaved up quite late and I
spent t:« rest of the night sleapingon a pool tabla there being not enough cots to
go arcurs. Some slept on the floor which I am sure was no harder than where I slept.
They micht have gone back to the ship but it was too far to walk and tha bos did
not run &%t night.

Christmas morning it was guite late until everyone was up and around and
about ones o'clock we had Christmas dinner which consisted of potabtoes; sausages;
gravy and plum pudding. We knew we would ‘have had a lot more if we had stayed on
board ship but I don"t think we would have enjoyed it any better than we did with
our new found friends that Christmas Day so long ago.

Tha next day we saw soma of the most interesting part of the city with somes
of the girls as guides and not long after found ocursalves homeward bound again as it
took only 2 short time to empty our cargo of oil.

We started out with the convoy but not long after headed for New York alone
without a-v trouble except for bad weather and the never ending watching for the
enemy. %< got back to New York safely thus ending our second trip in the Armed
Guard Service.

Sometime about the middle of February we again headed ook to sea for Bristol
and it was the same thing all over again--cold wet weather, unending watches and this
time bad food as the civilian crew of the trip before had all quit including the
stewarts department and the new bunch in the stewart's department was not what they
signed up for. The 30 called cooks could not cook or the bakers bake, the result
being the food was not Eit to eat sometimes and the bread was like bricks. We com-
plained to the Captain but it did little good as he was putting up with the same
thing. How and then one of our crew would take it upon themselves to cook something
when the so called cooks were mot in the galley.
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We kept some of the bread and showed it to the Naval inspectors that came
aboard to investigate our complaints and agreed as we did that it was not fit to
gat and needless to say the food was much better next trip.

On this trip several of our men had been replaced for one reason or another
and one of the replacements was an alcocholic and at times a problem. After drinking
all the liquor he managed to bring aboard he thought nothing of drinking flavor
extracts or anything that had alechol in it but somehow he was always able to stand
hiz watches. However, the Captain of the ship with whom he had several run insg
called him crazy, 5o he said, "If the Captain thinks I am crazy I will show him that
I am." ond he took an old white uniform and painted it up and down with different
color paint, sort of camouflage, amd would then zigzag up to his post on the forward
gun with the Captain watching him £rom the bridge above. The Captain not having any
control over any of the gun crew could only express his feeling; such were some of
the memoriss of those days gone by.

o ending the second trip on the Paulshoro she had to be laid up for repairs,
etc.,; for about three weeks and we got a short leave of two weeks which slipped by
all too guickly and not long after were on our way again with a new civilian crew
includine the steward's department and so things were very much improved along that
lipe. Th= bovs who walted on our table were from Holland and went out of their way
to pleass u3z and were rewarded with a nice tip at the end of the trip.

The weather continped to be rough more or less on this, the start of our
third trip. This time the convoy met us soon after leaving Wew York and stayed with
us until we arrived in the @ristol Channel as the enemy subs were no@venturing
farther cat in the Atlantlec and there was no letting up on the ewverlasting search
for the ceiltale periscope or silver streak of a torpodo that might be heading our
way .

Wa. were going to be in Bristol a little longer thisz time and a couple of us
got four days leave Zrom the chief t& go to London which was about 118 miles east
g0 we boarded the train about four-thirty in the afterncon and some time later as
the sun was golng down just before we arriwved the train stopped and we wakched out
the window at the German planes bombing the city, a not too pleasant sight, and later
on arriving got to ses the results and can only repeat Sherman's remarks that war
was h--- gven at a distance.

On arriving at the station we were directed to the Salvation Army Doughnut
Hut near Picadilly Sguare and there made to feel at home by new found friends who
did all they could to make our wisit a pleasant one. The following day I was invited
to one of the young lady’s homes for dinner. I had mat her at the club and her
family 4id all they could to make me welcome and after dinner we went on a sight
seeing trip visiting a number of old huildingghjncluﬂing the Towar of London and
watching the changing of the palace guards a saw me to the train that I boarded
soon after with memories of seeing things that I had only read about in books.

But like ewverything else this too had to end and we were on our way back ko
the States. The weather was improving somewhat and we had not heard of any ships
going down lately so about half way home we again left the convoy as before thinking
it was safe as we could make better time and then lo and behold a shell came streak-
ing across our bow from a German submarine that had gotten between us and the sun
0 we could not see it; however, in guick order both quns were in action and our
cnly thought was to stop it. R couple of holes were put in the ship abowve water
line and one man who was on the fore and aft bridge from the black gang getting some
fresh air was injured real bad and I heard died later. Then about that time somathing
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hit me and down I went with a small dent in my skull and leg. How much later I

came to I don't know but the guns were silent and the sub was not in sight, although
I was told they saw it turn up and go down stern first. Luckily,; I did not bleed
too much and by the time we got in port a week later, while it hurt I did not feel
like going to the Haval hospital but went to see a civilian doctor whose son was a
friend of mine. I had been hit by shrapnel from their guns. We thought they were
either out of torpedoes or did not think an empty ship was worth wasting one on.

We were told not to say anything about it when we went ashore, but the first
thing that met our eyes was the newspapar with big headlines,"American Gun Crew Sinks
German Suh."

I had been losing weight and with the head injury still bothering me it was
decided that I should stay ashore for awhile and was put in charge of a barracks
that contained special details such as the Armed Guard ball team and all those in
the messengsr service not only at‘ he barracks but at the Havy vard and the offices
in Mew York City, also the cooks'as messmen, in all about ninaety men. As I was now
Boastswins Mate Second Class, having gotten two promotions since I lefk the Pennayl-
vania, it was my job to see that these men kept the barracks clean, got up on time
and at their stations when required as well as being ready for weekly inspecions as
on boaré ship.

This soon becams monotonous and at times I wished I were back on board ship
#gain, but I carried on for three or four months then the Flu bug struck and about
every day someone wag taken to the hospital and I laeghed and called them old women
until one Friday I fell on my face and for over a week did not know what hit me and
by the tima I got out of the hospital I did not think it was so funny. Feeling worse
than when I first arrived, I continued on my old job until Kovember 11, 1918 when it
seemaed Y2 whole world went crazy for joy as we got the news that the war was over.

52, ended my memories of the Armed Guard Service. I know there were others
that sufZzred & lot more than I did and went through a lot more, but as I said in
the beginning I did not want to be a hero but as with the rest of the crew did whak
we were suoposed to do and went where told.

kad as I look back I feel that fate was good to me o let me live to enjoy
these memories.
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JOE LAFFERTY celebrated
h.l.'l Eﬂﬂ.‘l & fw dm
Avenug neighbors. When the
party ended he returned to his
interrupted task — preparing
for his 4lst straight Christmas
vislt to Letterman Army Hospi- San Francisco, CA
tal with 150 boxes of candy, 94110
doughnuts, magazines, playing
cards, pens. Some donated, but
mostly paid by Lafferty
himself.

Signed

Joseph Lafférty
374 San Jose Avenus

with goodies, Then sickness
and an ailing wife forced him

But wait, vou ain't heard
nuthin' yet. Since his first visit
to Letterman at Christmas
1848, when most of the pa-
tients were recovering from
WW I wounds, Lafferty was so
touched he began going to Let:
terman EVERY Wednesday

to slow down to “only*’ every
two weeks,

The retired construction
foreman and WW I vet may not
qualify for the Guinness Book
of Records but he'd make any
All-Year Santa list.

* % %
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Lone Sallor

U5 MAVY MEMORIAL
Washington, [D.C.

DEDICATION

To the Officers and Men who sailed the ships of
World War 11,

especially to those who lost their lives, and o

their families.

FHE U.S.N. ARMED GUARDWW II VETERANS ETH NATIONAL REUNION WILL BE HELD JUNE 21-25, 1983 AT

THE RED LION "SEATACINN", 18740 PACIFICHIGHWAY SOUTH, SEATTLE, WA. 98188, LOCAL TELEPHONE
206-246-8600, OTHER 1-800-547-8010. PLEASE LET THEM ENOW IT'S FOR THE ARMED GUARD REUNION
WHEN MAKING RESERVATIONS. YOUR HOSTESS: MADELYN RIGG, 1623 S.W. 166TH, SEATTLE, WA. 08166,
1-206-242-02093,
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SN Armed Guard WW I Veterans

5712 Partridge Lane nr»:.m Profis
Raleigh, N.C. 27609-4126 4 ;w;g:_nﬂ:i
1-(919}-B76-55387 PAID
Permi Moo ';'3.2‘2
Address Correction Requested Huleigh, M.

JOSEPY T, COLEAY LT
308 FELTON Rodp
LUTHERVILLE Al Zioeg

Support The USN Armed Guard
WW I Veterans Reunions




