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Dear Armed Puard Velerans, Friends and Familises: December T, 1960
FEMEMDBER NG PEARL HARBOR

“MEFRT CHRISTMAS AMD A HAPPY HEW TEAR"!' [ hepe your THANESOIVIHNG was a great

Arcly KOaipo o 0nneanes

p;,,EIH_;IE.w _______ h:r.rf Holiday, toa! I am surs that sany Lhoughls go Back Lo the Armed Guard days of
Ralph McNally ....... ok bhe Christsas avay from home. Yes, thoss were & few Christmas Holidays age. |
Len Caabseny ...y, MN hops that sach of ws will sy & libils prayer for ouf servicemsn overssas R
Py Didur ............ Ml may Peace coms to the Middle Esal even befors you cen receive this. If war is
Ralph Jacobs .......... ] the snewer, let us pray for o eharb war and nol Lake many a father or mother’s
Bohert Crosman . . L son, or deughter, from Lhes lorever.

Limweood Tavbor ..... g,

1,#55._.,1 _q:;:, ________ i * Te Garald and Lena Greaves {rom Foster, R.l. bosts for the Poimt Jodith Plague

Fuck CIOM . o eseinerss ‘-FIL: dedicalion cersmcny and Lo Aleik Loabardi. Chairmsan of the Hortheast Crew, and

IA Bis wife, Edith, wnd sll the olhers wvho assisted, we would like to thank you
Far your Lims and #ffert in planning and carrying out Ethat Historic Cersmony
te Lthe 5.5, BLACK FUINT and her crew. To the Sprague Steamship Compary, Lo the
Merchant Seamen, Lo thoss in ablendance and to those who could not be there, I

Framcas Brsmsnet .......
JFE LSt .cuaancnnne LA

:.T:.Tﬁﬁg a:l’ any thanks frem the Lloyd family and the family of others, for making this all

Eappan. And Lo Wr.Jim Pelers of Interpertive Graphics of Salt Lake City, Otah,
Trusters who wad inslromental in working with us and made the Plagoe with the picture
: of ithe 5.5. Black Point embedded with the wordings, we comgratulate you for a
CA Liond oncnnnnnn NG job well done. They made the First plague thers, established ko the Lighthouss
L. D Loy . anenenne NG which is of the same guality and design. ¥s're proud af iL.
Bob R .cvvencunnen TH
S OIS . .. ---»x M) We regrot the death of Captain Lewis Iselin, Forserly of MWew Rochelle, W.Y. on
LIS oooc <arp ok S August 10, 1980, who was the Captain of the USS Atherton DE-163 vhich sank the
]-II111IEI5|ZET|I.TI.E sesnnnns MD 0=-853 and had planned Lo aitend the ceremony and represent his crew. The crew
b T e of Destroyers were represented by Hemry Pacheco 69 Foshill Ave., Bristel, B.I.
Ed Ktk vovonsions B 02809. Paul Bock of Wo. Massapequa, NY and others represenied the Maritime. 1
Richard Kohse ....... - Ii"'_"' think &t was jusk great ibhat these men gave up of their time, Eto honor one of
Jervy Gotcher ... HY our ships and crew that gave their all. Thank all of you for your kind words.
Elmeer Virsoemt <ocaeee. LA

Alex Lombardi hae infors me Lhat due to wnceriminty of the 5.5. J0MHN W, BROWM
ﬂuphuu suiling due Lo Lhe “Middle Essl Crisis® delaying the drydock time wnd the Bill

HS 4009, pamsed by Lhe House and signed by President George Bush on 13/19/80,
IC T | WA it wae imposwible to get the mcack costs of the mexls. towrs, ele. by this day
Robert Aldndh ....... « MY of which | had Lo get Lhe “POINTER® to the Printers. My advice is Lo go ahead

and muke your reservabion Lo be sure you will have o room at the “Hyatt-Begency
Hotel® which is our hesdguariers. Alew has the meal prices but Brism Hops, the
ATTENTION Chairsan of the “PROJECT LIBERTY SHIP*, will have to mest with his Beard Lhis
weekend and agree on prices on sailimg. It will be in the Febrosry *POINTER".
Yo knwww wibere you are, We apologize for this inconvience. Somelimes Lhinge den’L come oul right. Muny
i Tt R S have called asking and more would do sa, if mob sdvised. Please maks your plans
for those dutes set aside wnd be with the crew. Yoo 1l be glad yoo didiil
We know where we are.

Bt we don't always know where you e Hany of you have asked for a rnl:mhu priced, yeol comfortable Hotel or Motel
5 im our area to stay when comimg through to attend our "FIRST SAT. OF THE MONTH
Please notfy us when you move. Ban-1lam BREAXFAST® hers. | have ons such place on €401 Capitol Blvd, P.0. Box

11333, Pmieigh, 27604, #] WORTH culled "PLANTATION IWN™ which some of you have

e stayed previcusly. The rales wre 331.45 on the weskends “IF YOU ARE A SENIOR

Non-Profit Organization CITIZEN". It's clesn, sccessible and comfortable. 1-B00-992-5682 Outside M.C.
Tax Emp[ No, T4-28 16668 1=-800-521-1932 inwide. C(BFA-14101-lescal)d. Call or write them for & brochurs. Ba
wmare Lo Lell Lhem-ARMED GUARD'!.Yes'! there are other places in Raleigh to stay

Officers - Gunners - Signalmen - Rediomen - Medics - Waves - Boatswams - Coxneams - Ship's Company - Radarmen
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I would 1ike Lo eeplein Ge you of ibhe wsall prondi.]'s ssery, bubk T bave s gl
midd im lhan | bave roos Ue pul ik s, Oel & sagailfyping gless, &F Lake iL 12
woms Erimler sad Bave L splerged, ManyE POINTERS g6 sOress o0 Borders Lo Armed
Ganrdl, er friends o cor cowv ¥ha inforss pecpls om Ehedr coumilries, arsd ASay,
isimFn. laform we. One sech episcds (0 158 Lesd bn Uhe sakisg Lé Wirssrdl by
Cuvid Squires, 13 VESTHRQOL PO, OUWTEACRE. LIWVIFPCQIC, 1% IFD DOLAMD, Wrils
him i imterewled no B3 price, daksn, sic. Heey of you Kive sl & lali=r in
L mas & posr wepage e Meisansh and yewr ialafeil (s sblaining (i G0N  peai
madul @n which yeo would bs lnl.il.hl. il presssisd. Inclossd in ihin "POINTER"
is & isliled From Kb on ki matl Wrile Lo Mr. Pashenks of
FRur daalre ko ba goeenlad I!I-. B owill alas wored him copies of & bam Tl Bhab [
Bave alresdy received from pou. | EDPE IT OBES!Y1  Flesew Iel s kndéw if yow
porel i diFedliy U4 thes §o ws @ pel doable wp 55 repeesls, [ bevs tee W, C
Senalard Leping Lo halp ui ond mayhs | dn pass LRl (afa on L9 yom soEs,

I did & 800 peadprinl of Ubs Beplesbsr "POINTER® aadl Uhey wre sl goes. |
Wil have e @6 & 1000 eeedpdial Bhis Lime Lo dafFy wved  shewgh LE1 1 oam gal

ey La send oul amabher ona ja Febrosry. So 0 will sepssk ik for oll
=f you whe wish I.l.nll. llrill.-l.-ll':r-r shipmiles Frow pour ships, pleues
wwiel @ i il-add Léps B BALPH LOCAE. P10 HANTHORME BOLD,
RANAHAN, §,C. 19408 ov ey PHIL BRADLEY 3107 FUX MUNT OR., WOWSOE, W.C. D0110.
0D FOT BOND TO' BOTH AN THET WAVE THE S6MED "BACKF" OF THE DOSPUTER A3 [ HAVE.

SDMD ALL MEW WAMES and Ehe EHIPE G bha “FETUSH MEBENE" on Lhe calnide of the
MOINTER, This gebs Lhes inle Lbs cospabsr ibhs FIRST TESEN®  Whes peu seed inle
iadaad alie, | AT MEVER RETRIVE IT. I wii wail Fer & sawly Jocatad D0'Sall
Lo wrike sa, b say loses lse sddesas and hew B0 gel Bach in Lewih wilh yow. |
wil all Stale Bosle Lo vend cul Lhe “HAHE AMD EBHEP LIST FORR" wilh dhe sldress
Ehal 0 gl gl From Falalgh. IF pou weel e pend cob esolhsr Tres yooresll,
Ehail'w 0,8, wn Lovg aw he oun sead s ona.  Waen you have Farss fres diffafesl
woas and | seredl B8 BgRiA Le all “FEN CLCRALTE®, 01 Oesfuses (hes

THIS FART 15 FOR THE "MW OL"SALTS" we [ feiled Bo rebify soes i; Lhelkc Fdiad
pacings af mall seml Lo Lhem when Firel locabed. Donalléns Reeps 1he “5H|M
afléal. WE [0 NOT OURGE DS, HOR [0 VE [NTESD P9, | &5 Al Bawe TLEs mar do
I havs ihe sfull Ro see wia has oo bas mab pagd, It wculd cosl Leo much Lo g=
ot wad hirs Anis halp. IF you smjoy Lhs "POINTERT, pou will wappedi ke cause
al sihadrs have bafare we Iocaled yow, The sore denuied, Lhe savs BALTE we cam
Fired mmall confimos Le (afars Ehes befors v are "ne sore™. MHany oa Ahe silisg
Niwl have slready gone Lo jedin Rhsir encenlers and we Find LkLE ol T Fedrs &
mdde LaAef. 1 aak of Ihe “Widews® Lo adwidd o8 &5 S00S 08 PeEiibie and 1ok e
ingw By wemld Diks e denlines Es recslve Bha "TPO - Mn lerg mE wE SRR
hewp smt hasle Tobvew wnlert, you will b ccumisd & regEcdlens .

e fonh amaiber see of ouy deveied shipmaiss in Uhe deaih of Lirwcod Tayles of
Bishmord, Yirginis. Lis wus Ghe Chairsan of ihe "Virginde Fielilla® and beld &
tenchasn thata af Hotrises's Calfw: 1013 W. Broed 51. &A ohe Ind Ratwrday =
sadlh manih, Clarenis Dgdhas his alappsd Forvapd Lo carey on. See FIDECIONS. Owr
ympiklhy B salssdsd Lo Lineoed's Family. Lis, yeu did & gresl sedvice 1@ (A ]
mef 18 vouwr sree afd will Be misaed. LiA Bead sddared "0 capd eapecielly Feor
Ll BOTH piiad aslsbriiein of e W Il dresd Goard bo b hald ol Earfolk, .
o Dckolar 1%, 8800, 1 will Ltry Lo Felfil] erd chinin Uhesw cipa and gal Wis
wonEy Bdl for Lhe Fasbly 4i #éoR & | A make arresgesanis, They are 13 howe
an esbreldared "LINIETY SRIF® on tha front with ike werding V.50, AED SWAD
SREN=EESLT, or similer Gp lBal. & “DOMATION" of 07000 will pei peu sne usiil
sild o, when availibiis.

VOYAGE No. 6E.

s/s NATHAN TOWSON

hu-ul. Bir H-p- af Gha “FEREET 6. 8. e v, BR0eM LIBDRTT SNIP® isfares s

e BROWH'S SHIPSTORD has 2500 Pralos of Bhe avigimsd EF18 Libsrip Bhipe
I‘l Uhe smb® grice of PLS.00 sach and Ehe prolik "bslp soppert® the ghip, They
Elin s hivw Ry Liesd e dale. mach ai; okpe, wegl, pims,dic. Tou cem sl

Ern Crabbin MOI-08L-1980 Tev dnfa or wrilas  "PROECT LIBERTY SHIF, §.§.
N W, BN, KETi Dhad les Crabban. FoD Bew B, Long Ovess, B.. 21091. Haps
nlino peadls Wi reguele Bkl Ehe skip &id eod enil me previous sibedsled, bBeik
in BEplaalad, Tos Wyl e Salid ivl prasd 0o Mlac Becibig dile "7 cor plmaman
purchansd & LEchal wnd cam Bt sad) ab 18EL Bite ahd weald like Lo emthasge oi
Ua ke dalle Lbal we will e wailing, i1 say be Lhal 8ie cas bs waried sst
fmgr SOOI pyicad will be Geee wheey e pail Buk you sy west Lo donsis Gha
bafance o the sSip 0f yeu ouA A ibevel el Ba dan sell B0 Lo somssme alnw
intevel Lo snll Sk "HATTEN VOTACE™ and cgr drwed Qusrd sailisg, Les

ki & Feladas, I yoi baow probieas; call your local Congrewsman for help, ar
yorr miy waAl Lo peaAngl 0 VEESFEA"S grews LS pews s, Firel. They are Lhars
Lo belp you. Thabir ieputl Lo sowish pom in Fres. They ere Jisked in iR& Lele-
phiis bak, Lasl wp Lk ramber, wriles il down ard you'll have L vhen resded

Thosm of yow Ukal ald “ET-TO-EDEES™, "“EINI-BIIWIOMS", “PEDOSAL PECTW [OME"
#of “VBATERA-WAT-CELLITR® da fviw ward Fod Weboled b, plewse call s ar wrile an
poar rebid labsln Tar madilenge. Thess sre sol Lo b oesd e safl  "TOOR Wasrs©
iF i do mEl Feisive Ahes wilhin 0 eeebi, remied ss aguin'?

i have sacisdsd 1he FART | atery af (e “TESEERS™ By Oan Willar printed in ihs
July (0 ieees o Lhe 263 OLARE|CE miguilns in Uhis ivese of Lhe "POINTIE-.
wiak Lo Lhank Uhsm far wblowing us b pe-prisd i ai sany of oo dedarving e
enn dend such o presd wilicle. | Bave alws iscloded sn arilcles by =as of owm
dpmad Susrd, OCORTIE GEEAER, wnach 1@ & Sedldslion ie Lhees of yow wha Foughl
Lha "APMET) OUAPD BATTRE OF THE PACIFIC". | & #we Ghal sasy of ypou will Tesl
aw §f ba wers Lalking absot poo and 1 Ihonghil il wan & robefts be el0. Mew, |
Bipd LBl Carl Winder Wrown 156l | movw, ard sihars bnow, Lhat Lhers wnn & war
in L PRCIFIC, IF By ssmary sefwes s eodeclly. 0L slatied Cwcesber T, 1941
L & plnce kaowm s PO HAFROR™  whea erer D Ju ifulliy
Boabed (Ratsllalions Lads 1A & verpries slleck Lilling nad vomdsd sser 1700
Arwy, Eavy amd qiviliah peresniel, masy of Thalf 98 Fadw. Owed 180,000 of ke
rai ldeale of Jigaraas anceulory lived on Uhs [elusds i Ehe Liss wilk 35,000 of
ikaw whil dusi salissslily regiolralion.

For Uhe Harchanl Seasss of Lhe onarmsd S 6. CTHTMIA OLSOM, wer slarked ai 1838
5T affiaial iy s Dwoesbid ¥, 1840, when Lhey cuss wnder ailazh by o swrfaced
Jupmaens vebmarine s ke pueried o Pl Bead of ° dray® wupplinn ssceute fiem
Tocoma, Washisglon Lo Hosslolu, Hewwii ard & conplemend of 31 Herchant Ssames
and @ krwy saldiern puasssgers, Thave wers ss surwiesss. The Firel 0.6, Baamen
ia loaw kie Life won when ks BIE CITY of BATVILLE slroch & sins &n Bowealas #§
1040 whille dwriyleg & Lowd of “wsdl wsd dried Fruil®. The Ird sginesr dremsd
whils abandoning ship, The 3.3 FEEIH BO0R , 0 0. PEFARER. and &0, LDHDOH wan
vk wilk s commilles ol on Decenbar 2, LB, lhe orareed Lankessr, LEs 5.5
AETRAL wan Larpalsid while sadrpieg 71,000 gallens of guislise ard Esrosens_
1 ewwghi Firs isssdlalsly wnd sanl wiEh|n Biralied, Thars weie Pl SEFFIvRiE as
e rurTace was & eek of Fluses for aSowl e Howr. The §.5. SESADSHOC wen wunk
on Dmoembar 3, (840 with & bewl of ore osimes, Thin wee Ghe BL8 deericen Flags
ahip mmk prior to Pearl Berber, sccording io Cipisis el Hesrw IR Ris bk
N CARCLEES WORD-A WEITLESE S1MUIM0"  which can ke purchaved by vending BE4. 5
B0 WiE Gk By | B 300, Halleveil, Ealas BN,

Falml: W Bf dllied shdps sunk by Bober Sevmena-4008, (lalian-28, Japarsas-80,

All wf you teks chrs el Jl.l.p heanliihy, Haww wn -\mlhlq. lllﬂqﬂr Eeguen, qul

February 13th, 1945,

On February 10th, 1945, while under divect attack by four JU-88's, between the
hours of 1040 a.m. and 11.25 a.m., two of the planes launched torpedoes at us al poini
blank range; our gun-fire causing them o miss us.

The first attack resulted in onr destroying one plane and scoring hits on the other
JU-88; we also scored hits on two other atiackers, one of which was destroyed by ships

asiers.

I'n all, we fired on six JU-88's, destroying one and assisted in downing another,

with a probable assist on still another.

THIS WILL CERTIFY that

Richard A, Bertrand
was a member of the crew and participated in the

{1; i 7

, Master.
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IS MOSORT OF (AR CEPAFTED BHIPHETES
BISCE 8730780 ~POIETER"
Thieagh 11F32000

Bare Pabar Cwvinglon Iy 1 ]
B miisn i Hichelun Baw B ghlon Fa 1 ¥
Baniar Howard J caluyrLin In Ofudy, WL
B sl Framcin H i - LT T
Bcrar Jaka F Firdlay ok 1 Arpiang
Baslies Hilliam Paliph Earchasior M Bere.F12e-Teedz AT
Bromen Flospd (L 7] Frescolk i 1 Nreras
E:;. rl:::u L Emadl ik T LERRE]
r#y L] Lawral (<] ¥
i s B Mlskbery 3 um= ool ATTENTION ALL MURMARSE BUNW VETERANS OF WORLD WA2 1] [
e S FTY ", . CHanl waall L % i [ EENTS ]
Eaglinh Rk . Musilield  Im 1 LT
v SRy g SR : gutn
a m. Ciky - 1048
E::-L“ u-.ru-:- :-Iﬁnl :ﬂ['ﬁ.".l : :"-n Biaci The -llgkﬂﬂrlne Sister Cities has baom Uwinned with the
By . BF by L EFT city o rmangk 5
R o Paarl N ol Lo S o LT i hh‘ﬁ iml‘l!-n-rzl:liuIn:ﬁ:'&{l:":::h:fr;;; ?.:;;u;:., r:-‘:ﬁ TE'I
".'::Ilnﬁ Ej .ll:t" ::H""" E ::’ “:rr“ educational , amd business a1l to Mursansk Eri :: E
¥ o 1] 1 . bl UL
Eann Leanard Delrail Hi Wirginis TiEi last visik Lo our city, the mayor of Murmansk
Erak 3 proposed
- Aot A T :‘_‘ e & reanion in Muraanik of the seamem to colncide with the
Levin Robarl  §. Wallingles i) Mency Lo BN a0th Anniwersary of the beqinning of the convoys in 1942,
Wumiri Oubrini M el Pu Sally LI This will take place im May of 1992,
:hrlm Frask a W, Tarmslh  Ha argurei TOIE ]
Pad Mrchin Lafuyeile ek e +
Metseatt  Dawis B Galais  me : pitdra The Murmensk S0th Anniversary Reunfon Committee would 11ke
:::n!'l‘l Jstn Tems Biwer BI miia s Lo get in touch with men who made those convoy runs during
Arpel F. R T ERG L
s agatn, e ! :JI: ;rju Eevfﬂnd I:Iurld War. For further {nforsatien please write
Schana |das Barrmsd &, Cwlruy Basich Fi 1 ] irectly to
Skabovich Janiph LilLie etk CH [T
Ll ] LE Tull Timbskra Bl Eracs (IR T
:-Il‘]ll Ml‘_u—“ i, Wirs Loms w ] 1L P . LI:I5'||!':|l A, Mowman, Atsistant Chafrman
1 i T ar T} 1 T 5 1
mll s oy 0 e Jain nﬂaw?:sﬂaﬂﬂa ,ﬂn:r:;-TrurJr Fewnion Comittes
B ik Williaw J [ ——r W ' e oo J, LAty Ha
Tuylaaw Liawssd . Bichmard W FiarsnEs TTeT Jacksonville, FL 32202
1'I!n':L-- :Ir--t =, Henrm o Dainy 10480 (904) RIO-1776
W bl L. LakeLurd F i
Traver iribar £, !rl:-rl I:IE ‘r“- 1::#:: FAX (304) E30-2910
Tadves Willies MELEY  Hew Brighties Pa ] ¥
Vuughan Walnar Hew Tadk NE & iPabm Bewcki © @ei8ie0
Visdatia Pl - Eemsarlh Sy Fl Cerilin T
::1'- Loy d :Hl.:rpul-:- Ly ] LLEFETE
wEw Baymnd . Fldnbu TH Dl
s Fraak 0. Bonrbeien i - I Most sinceraly TRIDENT ARCHIVES
W lan Jumss M Churimion W Haiw 1FILreG lan A. Billar, Curstor
W lar Jamen W Juchnomvilis F Laia Tras = 180& Bankry Trail
LT i Sy wWarwiah L] Marcin ArpRray 2 GJ’:I Exrnersville, KD 27284

"Linvosd Taplor was Uhe Chdlrsan of Lhe Yirgiads Fleiilis,

s Eilled in atlion. Banl in by anmsdied fieE Bancheiber, B and fuiled is wlgh
Lhmir mams of ghve addeis. [ oneed Lhe sass of (% ship ol & DEULEe BdoLledy
6 Lhie ship wan ned Biel dn Capladn Lry Mesia“w booli aw bairg wand & FFPIGH.
elipmils of Dman Briskley From Che 5.5, CDUUSSEL R |edrsed decsassd, fcull
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lam A. Millar, Curstor

A Note To Murmansk Run Vets

How To Apply For Murmansk Medal

ks, Pawl Dowll, Edilor & Soninl Commamorative medal is i

Tos PRl e e - rvaidaiie 1o merhin | manine velerans
Marine Erginesrs Barseficial Te wpply for e medal, the marchard marine veleren musl submit a
Ansccistlon — District 3 (AFL-CI0) writien request (o the Sovist Consulate Office in Washisglan, DC. In this
2534 Fawrth Avmous regpuasl B mual provide dacumseniation of services bn ihe Sec ond World War
Breakdyn, NY 11232 and, spociically, wWidencs of having salled on vessals engaged in the
Bose Bl Biaalt eanvoy(s) bo Murmsnsi,

The Maritims Admiriatration waes contached recently Mr, Migholay
Parshanko, First Secretary and Consul, UWS.5R, mrﬂmmk
slonin Washingtan, D.C., reganding the bundreds of et bers fram Warkd War
marchant maring viterkna who have reguested thae Sowied commemaorediva
madal lor thelr participation in the convay rurs to Marmanak,

Cus ba e overwhelming respense For this medal, tha iTTY

1o fervenrd all of thaese regqussia for the medal 1o The Sovis In
the coming maoninm. Dwauld sdviss sey sligible msmbes of r e ginlns-
80 that Ehalr

In e [0 enabis the Sovist Consulsie o begin processing a request foe
this commimorative medal, the Infarmation i regisied —

1. The merchant masie wetersn's full name and current msiling
sddiead,

L &Nl copy ol the menchant maring veleran's 00 Farm 214, = Canifi-
exle ol Riglwase o Dlacharge fnam Actho Duty if he has not applisd
with tha appecpriate agency Jor o DD Feem 214, it is adwised that he
do g0 Tha DO Form 314 is required 1o werily merchand maring
wardlce on veseels thad wers involved in e convoys, PLEASE OO
HOT SUBMIT & REGUEST FOR THES MEDAL UNTIL & DD FORM 214

tign e submil thair requests lor e medal a8 2000 88 5 ISSUED.
requeain can be processed in iy Balch Plaass sdvies thass membaen of 1. Additionally, indicabe tha namse(s] of the vessel[s) 1M the merchanl
your organizsticn who have slresdy applied for the medsl nol 1o send msrine veberan salled on during the convays lo Murmansk,

adiitlonsd iters 16 the Embassy inguiring on L 94t of thalr

These additional letters only add i the currenl workicad pnd slow The
procias coagidarably. Mr. Parshenko has ssaunsd e that i the applicant’s
sarvice is determined to be aligible for the medsl, the medsl will be
forsardaed by mail 1o e appllcant.

We mre ssig your meambership's coopesration mnd palience ln Ehis
maklar, Py of requests will laks quite & lew monthe | bm egaln
encigaing scopy of the instructions les tor e Saviel commamora-
v macsl Please sireas to your that snly hoss who are
eligibia ahould apply and fo provide the prepar documantation s saplaingd

Plagas aubmil your wiiklen mmwﬂh tha informaticn ligted
ahavwa s 1M fallawing —
b, Mickaolay Parshenka
First Secretary snd Corsul
UWE.S R, Embassy Conaular Dhvision
1835 Pradpa Place, WW
‘Washington, DE 20004
Tha Consulabe Diflce has advised tha Mardtee Administration of iha
above application praceduns 1o snable their processing of spplicakions.
Tha Connulate OMos will sled sccapl applicaticns a

In the enclosure, with |he sppsopri
| brast this infermation will be of interest o your mambership. W1 can | abe indoemation tor thls medal from the pexi of kin of decesssd marchant
suakal yow with eny questions, plasss contact me. maring velerans. Ary quasiions cencerning e spplicatiens aheuld slsobe
Sinceraly, directesd b the abowe sddresn.
BRUCE L. CARLTOM Olcw of MurSime Labar & Tradning
Ddrwcior, Offics of Masitime Labor Mar il e Adminiatration
urd Traknlng Wy 1990
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U.5. NAVY ARMED GUARD WW I AND WW 11 VETERANS
10TH NATIONAL REUNION
HAY 24 TO 28,1551
HYATT REGENCY, ON THE INMER HARBOR 300 LIGHT STREET
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202 1-301-526-1234 OR 1-0800-332-1234
DEAR MEMBERS OF OUR ARMED GUARD “FAMILY":

WE ARE VERY SORRY TO BE LATE IN GETTING THE INFORMATION OF PRICES ON MEALS,
CRUISE, ETC. TO YOU. DUE TO THE SITUATION IN THE MIDODLE EAST, THE 5.5. JOHN W.
BROWM WAS TAKEN OUT OF DRYDOCK BEFORE COMPLETION WHEREBY AMOTHER SHIF COULD BE
PREFARED AS S00N AS POSSIBLE. HOPEFULLY, IT WILL RETURN S00N. PRESIDENT BUSH
SIGNED THE BILL WHOV.19th WHICH HAD A LOT TO DO WITH THE BROWN HAVING PERMIT TO
SAIL. NOW, BRIAN HOPE, PROJECT CHAIRMAN, CAN MEET WITH HIS COMMITTEE AND COME
UF WITH SOME PRICES AND THEY WILL BE POSTED IN THE NEXT “POINTER® WHICH WILL
FOLLOW UF SOON AFTER THIS ONE.

AS YOU ALL KMOW, THE S.5.J0HM W. BROWN HAS THE OMLY ~ARMED GUARD MUSEUM"
FOR 05 TO CHERISH. 50, I ASKE YOU TO BEAR WITH U5 AND WE WILL FOBRWARD ALL THE
INFORMATION TO YOU AS SOOM AS POSSIBLE. WE CAN NOT WAIT TO SHOW OFF THE "AFT"
QUARTERS, ALL THE GUNS, MESS HALL, ETC., TO THOSE WHO WILL BE VISITING FOR THE
FIRST TIME. IT'S A FEELING YOU WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER.

WHAT 1 SUGGEST AT THIS TIME IS FOR EVERYONE TO MAKE THEIR RESERVATIONS AT
THE “REGENCY" AS SO0N AS POSSIBLE. WE HAVE 400 ROOMS BLOCKED AND THEY ARE ON
A “FIRST COME" BASIC. WE HAVE RESEARCHED OTHER HOTELS IN THE “INNER HARBOR"
AREA AND FOUND THEM TO BE THE SAME $89.00, PER DAY, PLUS TAX, OR EVEN HIGHER.
WE REGRET THAT WE COULD MOT GET LOWER RATES AS WE HAVE BEEN MEGOTIATING SINCE
FEB. 1966. THE REGULAR ROOM RATES ARE $185-5195. PER DAY FOR THAT WEEKEND. WE
FEEL THAT THE “HYATT-REGENCY" HAS BEEN FAIR WITH OUR "GROUF RATES".

IF YOU CAN POSSIBLY DO IT, PLEASE PAMPER YOURSELF, AS WE ARE GETTING INTO
THE SEMIOR YEARS OF OUR LIFE.

PLEASE STAY IN GOOD HEALTH AND HAVE A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON.
SINCERELY,

YOUR 1991 BALTIMORE MATIOMAL REUMION CHAIRMAM

Qe frowliade

ALEX P. LOMBARDI

14 BROOKFIELD ROAD

UPPER MONTCLAIR, N.J. 07043
1-201-783-T578



TANKERS AT WAR!

By IAN A. MILLAR

The men who crewed the
faced special hazards in
a flaming death on a
ood

event they were
[freezing sea they manned the fiel
the Allied cause and did more than their share in the

um- and gasoline-filled tankers of World War Two knew they

War Twa
whipwin the foor of frememcoue sddi,
ofoer A lles arv diss, for ki ihe

niied Stwtes Coast Guard publication numbér 175 “WAR ACTHON
CASUALTTES INVOLMING MERCHANT TANK VESSELS" carrisd &
well-sarned tribute bo thoss who manned taskers dusing World
“T iw b the palizal men of the Merehant Marine pho manand iiese fonks

arta warias, thot the thanks of e salion aad ol our Armed Forees anad those

errnben
where dhay could mosl effercively and prompd
of ik famder fleef, the nofion soluioe you”

in ke ey months of the sud-
L Shoaring by Eirodegic poinds
by weed fo craeh Sl eneesg Blen

JF. Farley, Admiral
Commasdani — 1S Coasi Guard

t was going to be & loag and dreary

war for the men who ssiled in

hasms way aboard the tankers At

least forty tanker were Lo be lost
toenemy sokion wiile sailing unarmed
and seen were lost with all hands, The
meen of the tankers and their comrades
in the Naval Armed Gaard wers to sxil
all the seas and copnra of the werld and
they wers going o share the terror and
horror of expleding bosibe and Lorpe
dives. Many would b cremated alive in
burning tankers while otbers would
glowly iz death in opan boats

For far too many years the war sl
sea, from the perspective of thoss whe
msnned merchant shipa, bis been
given short shrift by historians who
ar contand with the son-ending glory
of the layed by the LA Navy in
Voo |d War I trusst iff mll elee fuils
&t £ following secounta of lankers
at war will serve o introdess Lo the
Naval and Maritime historian to an
aspect of the war ai sea that [ for the
it pard glosssd ewer and forgotien.
Theusanda o merchant ssamen and
men of the Moval Armed Guoard
manned our merchant ships and theirs

unsung effort.
Oiten they quictly wanished freen vies
S s
O FET -
cle deals with these whe served in
American flag tankers, with a few ex-
cepions, the servion asd sullering was
universal to the seafarers of all pations
whe manmed {ankers al war. To the
memory of them all, this anticle is
huambly dedieatad,

There wns no wniting for December
7. 1841 for the criw of the Sacomy-
Vacuiam Ol ny's tanker 55 As-
trad Om December 2, 1041 aha was gail-
ing alone and anarmed with o cargo of
73,000 barrels of gesoline and kero-
shne. The Amarican flags paint-
edon her sbdes toid that she was o neu-
tral veassl. Despite her neistrality, the

(Germnan submarine L43 picied upthe
Astral and follreed her threnghout the
might. The next merning st 0724 &
terpedo from -4 tore info the Astral
causing her to catch fire and aink
gaickly. Coptain Alsager and 18 man
ol his crew had mo chance fir sarvival
as the famisg ses consamed them.
War had officially come is the proud
e of America’s tanker Dest.
Sevesd (Hicer Willinm J. Aikinson
was nearing the ead of his waich
abaard Uhe littly tanker MT William

soen u flash of Eght off the parbonrd
bow and nimeed his glesses for o closer
look which falled to revesl any luT
cigus object. A shori time bwles, ha
turncd the watsk over bo Chisf Offleer
Ceorge 00 Hin waich over,
Bill went below to his rocemn and had
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from svers bures,

or bombed. But
ing tankers that were the life

despite the risk of
road o victory

An poom as pome of the men arrived

urned. From what the

jast below his port, Al dayvbreak Bill
and ths others in the sarboard boat
could ses him off in the distance wav.
ing his arms to attract abbention,

Eelieving Chiel Engineer, Troy
Lambert, whe was aboard Ls boosew
fumsiliar with the plant before taking
aver, wil B [Tne ongisisr 56d Uha sort
with whom it was » pleasare o sail. He
was eremated alive by the fire. Later,
it was the duty of Chief Mats Midgett
and Secend Atkinson ko go
through the quarters and try o ides-
tify the dsad. They could only da e
thisle knewledps of who socuagied
bumk space. Thers ware ne remalns to
identify of thess on watch in the en-
gine rocex; all thers were torched in
the blink of an eye

Later Uhe parvivors wors picked up

sea aguin a8 the 55 St James
The 85 Jokn D Gill, a tanker of the
Atlantic Refining Co was on her sec-
ond harving been bailt im 1942,
[t was Masch 12, 1942 when the tanker
sailed the wartors Atlaniid |5 wes
winter and all ico ofien what enemy
Llh,lhu.upl‘jimp "’f.:‘..f‘ did

ving e nis
val from & sinking ship did not

the dead of winter af sea. More ofies
i not, thiks sen bad no Lime Lo pat
oo jprotective clothing snd they west
over Lhe dide in whalever Lhey wore at
e tirme

As the Gill wan making her way
aboui 25 miles easi of Cape Fear,
North Carolice, she had some anwel-
ceene company |n the German sabma.
rime U188, under the command of
Hnight's Cross halder
Erich Hestim. A ths sped
tarmncrd ke Gill, Edwoied F Jr,
a 25-year-cld senman from Pennsylve-
min, wan el the wheel. As ihe tin figh
Biit. b Gill, Cheney was knecked from
the whesl to the deck. The
struck the Gill in number seven Lank
on the starbosrd alde, which in tum
caused hundreds of gallons of crude of]
to escape inio the sea. AL first thers
vena 5o i, but i e excilement of the
axplasion, a life ring which had & self
ignitizg carbide light stiached waa
tosmed |t the s, im turm kgt
ed the oil and this ship was sson oo
arnd in asses. After the ship had been
abandoned, the other tanks Blew ap
one after the oither and the ship alid
bemath the wintry ses st 0200 EWT
om March I3

As with all sctions af sea [evelving
memchant shipping during the war,
wary little waa or has been said of the
m:id.mt..ﬂ.l.l.n.lihr-ll’m: il was
duly reported as another of many
gimilinr ghip lssses off the Caroline
MEMWI}mthT':
sinking a elory of personal ecarage
hﬂaurfnmlh-nhlllqmnuﬂm
late date

Cherey and the others on the
bridge knew the ship was dsomed. The
ail, witiel the Lorpeds explosion enused
to escape, was boiling up in a thick
“vmﬂuﬂh 10 chae lifebonts
that remained intact on the side of the
shiip where the torpeds hil. Caplain Al
len D, Tocker gwve the order (o aban-
dea ship Chepey hesded off for his
Izt wiation el on the starbonrd side
As be made his way along Lhe calsmlk,
it Amme lickod wd him from the busn-
ing oil. In short order the fire had in:

PAGE &

e T—

- e




erensed to such magnituds that the
man aft were cut off from the bowts.
The only means of survival lefl were
tha life rafts. Cheney did not hesitate
s b konocked the steel ring from the
ican hools that held the ) in plece
pilt baunded dowm bl gtes] frame
ints the sen and ended up about 200
feel wwmy from the burnisg teaker
The san was aflre and the little raft
eoizhd ba seen in between the scaring
walls of Mame. There was littls tims
aned sy kespn of survival meant o meim
in this cold sea under the burning ol
It should be noted that rwimmisg in
these condiliona ware greaily
pered dus o the ol which burned the
eyes and, if swallowed, could choke a
man tadesth, add Lo this the et that
it was afire knd the cutlock was bleak
indeed. [t was an aspect of service that
it Lankermen were well sware of,

Chaney spokes with his shipmates
and told them they would hawe Lo go
owver the gide and pwim under the bars-
ing #dl. Then, an if setting an exnmple,
he went himsslf. He dove desp intoihe
san and Fenm underwater toward the
raft mntil Bis langs felt an though they
wyld bursf. Coming te the sarfacs, hs
was quickly met with the blazing in-
fernn which seared his face, hands apd
arma He again went under and this
timve mads it to the aow burniag raft.
Onoe board, he splashed sea water over
ibe raft fo wash off the burning oil.
Cheney thes looked back to ks ship-
mates wha had followed him and
shouted ai them Lo give them direction
in Lhe poor vissbility in the burning
sza. He spotied ene of the messboys In
the water who was badly burned and
near exhaustion and helplesness in
ihe waler. Witheuat aid he was ceriain
ko glip bemeath the waves, nnother vic:
tim of the Battle of the Atlantic
Chomey did not hesitate as be dowe
back into the water, remm tha
barning ail and pulled Lhtm,-m
aed up om the liferaft. Then he spotiod
yet another man who was ai his lest
stroke and again left the safety of the
Hferaft apd dove back into the sea
bringing that man tesafety. All this hs
did im &pite of his badly burned handa
aed seared body, He them shouted
dimections to another half doren of his
shipmates paiding tham Lo the aafely
ol the ralt,

Now another peri] was st hamd as
the raft was starting Lo drift Bk
townrd the center of the fire and the
tanker which coald have exploded wi
any moment. In the shesr desperation
of M, e survivors seare ki
in vain for the row locks for the raft,
Baeing they were gooe, they leoked at
each oiber in borror. Bot agads Cheney
prevailed and showed the men how to
maake row lockcs with thelr hands All
off the men had badly burmed handas bat
the desire for siurvival soon had some
of thirm dows with thelr hands cupped
at thie sides of the raft while others pat
the sam threagh them. The pain waa
extroms for all ipwolved but ever so
slowly they inched away from tha in-
S it S Ve
en ving sen.

Cheney's erdeal was not ihrongh.
The survivors did pet keow bow long
it woald b before help would come, o
if It ever would. Goading the men o8,
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ke kopt their spirits up and tén hours
Inter they were pulbed frem their Hitls
raft. Mr. Chinsy wois sosnn thres

in the hospital recovering from the
barms he suffered. He had some tima
with his wifs and Esmily, then safled
agais in amsther tanker which was
also torpedeed. Mot one sasily dis-
minyed, Mr. Cheney was on his way to
yoi anpthes ship putward bound when
ke received word that the President
had requested him to coms to
Waahdngion to receive the newly creat-
ed Merchant Marine Distinguished
Bervice Madal

During the war the Merchant Ma-
rine had it's own distinctive sed of
awards and the Distingulabed Service
Mada] was the merchast ssaman’s
Medal of Honor. During the sntime war
it wns to b awnrded only 133 tines,
aften poatbumously. Mr Cheney's
award was the very first one of thia
decortion for haroiim beyosd the call
ol duby, The medal wns pineed on Mr.
Cheney by the Pregidenl in whose
name it was awarded. The eitation
bsars ropeating here as in its wording
ean be found & reflection of the overall
service of our menchant samen ai war,

CITATHON:

“Fer heroism above and beyond the
call of duly during an enemy sitack
whan he released & lnunched liformdt
from a sinking and burning ship and
mansuriered iL ihrough & poed of .
ing ofl toclear waber by pwimming un:
derwater, coming wp onky to breath
Although he Bad incursed severs
burna about the face and arms in this
wction, he then guided fosuar of his ship-
mates ta the mafl, and seam Lo and res-
cued {wn otbera who were injored and
unabla to help themselves. His ex-
mnrd:urynmnpudduﬂﬂﬂ ol
his s aafety in thus rescuing his
shipmates will be an enduring inspl-
rakion to seaman of the United States
Merchast Maries everywhers!’
(signed) Pranklin Delano Hoosevelt,

Preabdent

Thus ends yel ancther vignette of
courage and service of thoss of our
tanker Meet during the Second Warld
War.

Assde [romm the sver<onsiant threat
of atiack by e pabmaring, Lhars
was nlss amedher fear o recion with,
thes being the armed reidec. Thay wees
{ar fewer in nambsir, but when they at-
inched fow merchant ships were for-
tunate enousgh to escape. Although
various German riiders mads an effort
to keep the loss of Iife down and sea-
men wenk Laken prisoner, n merchant
sdip wsing its radio or manalng it
guns mel with murderous gunfire. It
was war and men had their duty

mtl-wqﬂunkn'ﬂﬂﬂ'tﬂm
£ Humpiurey, of Tidewaber Oil Compa-
my, was bound for Trinbded bn ballaat
firom Cage Torwn and salling some B
i bes off the eaguth of the Rivr.
Third Engineer Willias N
way o8 duty in lhul:l:l.pulmm

L-u.gh:m-:'ll'hg:.n]
where aboard hlum.-l'lﬂ:

Bemneil was lending to the duatiss s
cnmemnsder of the Neval Armed Gaard
Fun crew whboard the Humphnn Not
{ar off, bat sat of slght, the German
raider Miche! was preparisg to &o bat-

la Hellmuth ven Ruckteachell in com:-
mand of Michel had all in order for a
doahle hender, While Mizhel wes 5 41-
tack the Numphrey, an sdditionsl ag-
tack was o take place on the Nor
tanker Aramis by Michels

Evau, Uinder the omer of nighs

the first round whistled across the sea
hitting the Hemphro, Bill Wallss
wad o8 duty in the enginerosm and
remembsers the ntteck vividly fo this
day. When the sttack started L well
casne from the beldge for flall sstern,
which waa done. The sscand salvo from
the Michel landed in the boiler moom
as well as kn the englnercom. In the
meaniime on deck the Mavy Inds and
merchank ssamen weal Lo baitle wla-
tisan. Youmg Jack Bannstt had just
coma off watch and = sitling oo the
ide of his bisnk removing his aboea
whan Lhe first shells strock. As he got
to the deck he found his porners had
already sesd a return volley back st
the Michel, Alibough pallant and con-
rageos, it was the retorn flre that
sealed their fnle. Micked had no choice
baad b refarns fre writh & fall broadaidas
al her Gve-inch pons. Ose of the shells
sruchk near Bennett end the exploding
shrapoel sent metal shards into Ben-
nedt's begn, bafl elbow and lore off the
third Bnger on his lefk hand The same
ghell killed ons of Bensett's gun coew-
een and put the gun oul of sction
tifis jasckistn fior Ul i
ol his pus erew and halped wibe
rai] and pverboard. He thes went hack
and cbdained abous a dosen more |ile
Jnelota asd thews thes over the rall ta
fiellow seamen straggling in the water
belrw. Remesbering the conlfidestial
papers that were in his eahin which
hisd to be . e mads his way
s A g eyl e
us he was leaving

hin cakin, amctber shell siruck tha
ship's bridge and Bennett barely es-
mdwumppdhrmﬂdhmd
tha overhead of his ganrters. Resching
the deck again, the ship #ill ander
wiry haeavy fire, he made his way to the
radl end tossed the bag over the side
Balore fumping info the sea, Benneit
another member of the Armed
Quard evew and one of the merchast
seamen altempting to bower the pert
Fileboat aft Rather than going over the
gide Benpett elected to assiel them. As

he was helplng the dus, assther shall
ex killing the Maval punnior be-
aide him and maortally wounded the
mirchant smaman, (os lange piece of

- ghrapme] wend through Beanstt's al-

ready injured laft arm. When he ai-
templad Lo quﬂnnmhnhhu
ihe piece of hot metal had pinmed
mulblﬂwhmhkﬂphnﬁlﬂl
cheil e nearty 454 Jcred s
flesh clear. He i the stern
nred rolled off inte the sen. Wounded as
ha wnn, ho somehow masnged Lo awim
tewnrd o Fail. Thwe torpedoss ran past
‘him om their way o U umabesy; For
his berobam in sction, Jennd Juck
Benseit was recommanded the
Medal of Homer, bt was
wwarded the Silver Star medal.
Mearwhile, balow deck Wallace
=ns having problems of his ows. 'Wal-
Incw stond amid tha olthe ex-
gineroeen, the light out, he tried (o
b ek e ek
upper .
shrapnal, ammonia gas and live steam
made the effart all the more difficult
aad im the condiasien Bill forgol about
ol ot ettt Wikh e
el =y .
of o slow death ahead, Bill
ower Lo Lha refrigeration flat,
brul v silesoat overcomie by thi sscap-
ing ammonia gas Aboud this time he
remembered Lhe Hasklight in ks back
pocket. Flaving the beam of light
about the enginemom, Bill coild ses
that the poginemoes ladder had been
whot pway at his level. In
he mede a p for the ladder and it
held. Gaining Eahpmumﬂﬂllm
iﬂuﬁ.ﬂlﬂmﬂrlﬂlwufﬂlm
mad was agein siruck by Oying debrie
He recalls that ths arge te lis down in
his bunl was gread, but had he done s
he surely -nlrlh-ﬂ-prdlhﬂlhul
Enp.lu&rrlluﬂnphﬂﬂ! blew
im the panels of his room, Wandering
from ths wreckage (o the sfter deck,
Bill chssrved the shelling He also
apatied the m-'rlhmw'l.mhm
and consbdersd sstiing them [fren
Looicing up he ooold see that the e
imch sern mount was knocked sakew

Bill went over the sids asd semm awey
from the ship. While in the waier




Triton made nole of the resous of the
warvivors in kis log. He bells

that wore so infiested that his crew had
to wear nosecovers b0 stand the amell.
Ome of 1he Trilon's crew, Wil-
helm Assberg waa apt st han-
dling the wounded withoui his
care many of the sarvivors would not
have made it Bill and others were put
mshore at Freetosm on July 27 and all
wers taken to & hospital for furiher
treaimant Sadly, the rescoers of the
Humpdurey's crew were Inter torpodoed
on the 17 of Aungust. All of the crew

duiy The Thind Assistant, ona Rremen
aed nm olber also eamn below, Chisl

ordered the Second Assistant
to change to the largest barmer Lips
wnd el stopa epemed full on the tar-
bine Aferaboot ten minutes be sent
the olfduty Gremas to find the Cap
Lain and ask for orders as all commu-

nbzation with the bridge had been
knocked out.

[ took the fremos & Josd 1Z
mlnuluhnlhhiln;ln’md.ﬁrd
ke Captain and return with the crder
to akbandon ahip High octans swiation
fuel was dripping everywhere and the
ghipwas in el exploding st any
momenl, even the smallest spark
wiiald have done the job. Elsewhers, in
spite aliths Master's order to abandon
ship, the commander of the Naval
Armed Ouard ordered his gunners to
remain absard. All those brawe men
perished in the hellfirs that followed.

Befora beaving the enginarcom,

reversed Lhe engines and got
the: ahi in the waler which
tock a fall ten minstes. AL the same
time he ordered everyone elss out of
the enginercom. He actually had to
sheve ithe Second Asstslent and the off-
dudy Mreman to the bedder as they did
nol want to bemve bim alona They wers
both fine snd brave men whe bare
mdnates Iater would koss their livea

had besn damaged, the Comnecticui
had actaally been going arcund in &

[-uthi:q-uhmdlh.i:hiir.tbdhﬂ
one walerblister clear acroas his face.

e P et were teld that would be
treated as officers and gentlomen past
as long aa they behaved ns such,
MieCray rocalls that nt no time were

ever ill-breated nnd they ste exnct
Iy s focd ns everyome else on
board. When they were per-

Michel, Chief McCray and Chisf
Officar Carroll, as well as two Englisk
officers of the 55 Posella were kept
wboard

For u time the anly priseners
ahanrd tha Michel were thess four

oiffscers. Every Sunday they wers invit.
ed nt noon o the Captain's guarters for
drinks asd hench. I is noted that quite
i deni wes put im Caplain Huck-
teschell’s seoteh sugpply, Thes in tars
lB‘ui"urul @kmam“
ERVING
made & brief fsrewell speoch. The
speech concluded with "This is sot
what [ wish best it is ooy orders and 1
nisat obey . . . and whe knoes your fate
may b beller than mine" With that
he walked over and vie Calen
kil ll:"l’l.l.l'.l’]..:.. i
took ham
Whatever kindness was shown the
prisosers by the Germans was soon o
memory excha for the an-relent.
ing brutality of the Japaness who tock
L in ths s
's. First
they were taken to Batavin, whizh was
ot the time held by the Japaness and
thay refisssd to sllow the Germans o
keep Galen and the athers under thair
ewn guarda The Caplain Lodd the
mezme o0 dice and took theen on to
For a tima Lhey were kepl aa
e aamene thin the B N
pansEnger
king, st & Tokye deck. On Seplember
22, 1942 they ran out of food and had
to turm MeCray and the otber over to
the Japaness dus to the fact that the
Japa ropaas wasld not sell thees feod for
prisoners wiho were neé working.

A with many POWs of the Japan.
ese, what follewsd has been forever
wiched im the minds of mes like Chiel
MeCray, He and Lha olhers were sent
Iy rill frean Tokyo o Yaeata, Kyusha
via the New Failroad tunnel st Shime-
no Beka Om the 20th of Octeber, 1943,
(3alen was sent to Tokyo to lake part
in n pregram for a radia
slation. All of the

EII.II.H. imterlade for McCray and kis
llew POW.8 The war wnd suffering
came to an end when he was relsased
by the VLS Navy and sent home in Sep-
tepsber of 1945, Littls thought bas
beeern given to the fnel fxte of s many
whs maibed in the tankeri, buf they too
hisd been the involantary “pussta” of
the (rermans and Japamese Needlean
to say, Lhe Maval gunsers whe shared
their ships alse shared im thelr
eaplivity.
Th Be Comninmed)

Reprinted from "'Sea Classics,” Volume 23, Number 7,
July 18980. For Part One, see the September issue of

the Pointer.

Dear Thoch,

1 have beani waaling bto gel Ehin Le peu Since | ladl diw i if Mew Od fowaw. |

wus unlifie Lhal of 5.9 per conl off Lk dresd Cussd ao Hevy ses gn W& 1]

Tou

wkd, [ wun i o apaginl fores. | Sad 3 pewrs of collsge prisr my Mewy Jifs wrad

¥ wonlin af "BEIOTE" mbk Oreal Lakss amd ilen Gnio Lhe Flaey, finee | was an add
SROMTRT BT From Harih Caraling and because " Rad kept — :

sl racard and d@ld wwll om wp LeeR, RREY PES EE IR Ghid dpRCial iEFViER Bifees
Thade »wiw nal sany snlivled mea im 88, or; Bhis wvhal we were Lobld, Whai we

wErE Lrijsed Lo di wad Lo “LISTEN, TilK. CEAR ssd FEFONT o6 anp rebesd pive-
"HRAILON, MINCHAENT SEARM or CINILEAN" el werse Fisked wilh Bavaf [etsi] ipence
e @il madd pd surF CdiFLy v aroumd “Besa Podl” Bade sed aboacd skipe of
farslgn raglatry bacuois (hais ilips bid griws Mol all salbeni,

& Cobes akip thal | waa oo qureied mefhong bul Bareras from paris s Uhs Caril-

bean Gsa. L wun

Lamnad by Rha FEGIT CROVEDS ASSOCRATION. The ship”n sass wus

i B8, BANTL OE Ladgars, Beisg of Owbes cegloiry, the cree wan Fean il e
Bhe Talamds in Lh Caribbsan, Hs bad one Rieck of commramickiion problss plius ws
hied ralfisn Mesd?! The Liss periad wss Trom 12/40 fa TPdd ssd v sperdl Bilmw in
PEf L o -RHOLASD, BFAIN snd PORTEGUL . AFLer Shal, | wad pwl Badk bn Ghe ARHED
IR on bhes 5_F. TCLOWEN ared Sres iiis ship, | was frensfarred Back Lo Lhe
Flosdl on GPICIAL DUTT wilh olBer dermed Gosrd mem. e Loured Lhe Pacific!® W
afliad W IR BERGIL Ln %S PREDig@ineEe, oo weald mad BEl levs wlal W d0l. B

vl im and owfi of bhe Flesl, AFEED ODARD asd Spscial Ssrvicen.

waral ispl recards af oy soe.

I bl Uk

1 javi pal oy cospliele swl of sedicel wwd ssevwice rezords several monibs age
ared you would A8l belirew bow mich of oy fedords were eidaieg. Helhirg of &p
ANIAH-FACIFIT diumer wiher ihan wiker Lhasn Sessaked, Califorsdn end Lhal haed

oy ABLRM-Facafic iibboh. Thers were o ships lisled and fo aedidal Fepadds, |
il warking walh oy Congresssan, Lryieg Lo got Lhaw qerredled, [ sves spent ]
daye =a Lhe DFE MEWTOM, lisimang ond Lellieg; Lelldegy m=d Dawleming. Likie 0
iy, %0 & odvly | wewld ped awll For saplhang if | eowld, Wy Feiondd aai oy
oy Pamilly porw sngilomy wbagd iE, o & seinar of Faab, § a0 B0 Bave & caded

phicns samber in Bew Took Cily Ehal v womld call afisr wo reporisd em sfier &

Urip. They wruld ddvids e vire e pidl up euf ewlre pajf'’

Tima paver Gfew ary

i pawple Lhal pe kil Uhis doly sdih. Tew were sliher Lialan|ag & doms
o whl Ligleniog Lo oo [0 wan sswl of & "EFT" v 5F7. While o0 Sere Dely,
wioi bl peaman dwlied Baaldl of Ube Lims, B0 wad “wedy Duly® e you wewid be &
Pusser for sees Cighuan, Eaing TEling, Lo, Then g0 sul whs yow oeild asd
Diutanm, han svary Uvs wesks, Fou weuld maks o report fo dossra on & phone

Lo somsnnd, Theis wiid AEl GdAy peeple whe Lier wal | 4l Fad Lhay dimc o
believs poa. The lasl abip Phal T wee on was & Cusadian hespibeld ship wilh as
Ersglinh cras. & wvery clesn ship Bul Lbe worst Fosd e Lhs warld, We had "GONT

Ivice & S

Chuck, | would- like Lo sabis Lhal Breakfesl Uhal pou Beld in Baleigh aesedeiy.
Faite qare ared segerds fees Seles wnd | and aay Belle b0 your bride. Save o

migs 1 Chriwlmas

Dmy.
Bill & ®ifler %" Hesilah Ava, . E,. Feisslks, ViFgisia fa0id
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‘Worst place
I've ever been,’
says ex-seaman

fiy Frankiln Searborough
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"We didn"t see any real sctioa
down ihere because |§ was boo far
away from ibe war,” Harrison
sald. “But we were always ready
because we never kmew when we
might run Inte a Jopmnese sab-

Harrisen stayed on the ship 14 or
L% meniths. Whens he left the vessel,
be came back through the Panama
Canal on s navy Lransport that took
him back lo Boston, Mass. From
there he wani Lo New York and got
& lemve o go Bome. That was in
1643,

While on leave that November
he married his high school sweet-
heart, Rachel Cashion, And fallow-
ing that beave be reported back to
New York and wenl sboard the 55
Ell Whitney, & Liberty ship. It was
on ihly vessel that e made four
rans to the Middle East, with three
trips inio the Persian Guif.

“That's the worst place I'we
&ver been I my life,” he sald.
“I've seem temperatores of 130
degress. One trip, however, was |n
Febraary, and it was cold

“'One of the so-called waterways
they have mow was nod more
than a river at that time,* he said,
The ship groended on a sandbar
there snd bad to discharge some
caFgo o get off the grousd, Then
they went on to Basra, Irag. “"And
that place was just absolubely
wwiul,” be declared.

Following those trips, the ship
came back to New Orlesns. He
wid leading petty officer and
elected to stay wilk the vesse],
which immediately weat to Pan-
&mia again, riding cut a Burricans
that lasted three or four days,

Back through the Canal, the akip
pleamed loward the South Packfic
o New Guinea, where they waited
T2 days for the Ilnvasion of ihe
Philippines.

The cargo was unloaded and the
ship headed toward the Philippines
and siralghl to Layle Tsland,

“l thought we were poing to
Okinawa, butl Instead we came
back io Hawali and from ihere o
San Francisco."

Trat was in 195, snd he befi the
ship there. Gerrmany had sur-
rendered, apd Japas was well on

Its way to defest, be expluined,

He recalls many times when his
cofvay was atfacked by 3 s 3
German plames. “With 8- o 100
#hip convaoys, we had pretty good
alr coverage,” he sald. “We could
send up & pretty good harrage."

He recalls one time, however,
his ship was 5 miles from anciber
boal that gol Bit The vessel was
loaded with ammunition  and
beomibs and went up in s ball of
fire and smoke” There wers oo
survivors, he sald. He fell ihe
shock waves from the blast, he
said, even al that distancs

Retired for the past six years, he
says he warks harder now than be
did before, There's slways some-
thing to do, especially in his Large

Salisbury, N.C,
Friday, September 7. 1840

garden cn the back of his spacious
lol.

His dawghier, Patricla, is a
tescher at East Manigomery High
School, and his ofber daughter,
Calky Cable, |8 an animal eontral
officer. Son Michael asd his family
live in the Spring Hilla section, and
Thm and his family live up near tba
proposed  hazardous waste site,
“Which shows why [ have o sign In
my vard,'"” Harrison said. Thers
are also seven grandehildren

He had betn booking fneward 1o
thls vpeamning Erip on ihe 5.5, Johs
Brown dewns Chesapeake Bay. And
even though he might not get to
make thal, he hey plans o allend
the May 181 reunon of Armed
Guard members in Ballimore

Harren aiys he didn't b the Persian Gl whae B was shae e W War Il

Everstt G. Harrison, 3040 Statesville Bhvd., Salisbury, NC 28144
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Lone Sailor

U.5. MNAYY MEMORIAL
Washingion, D.C

DEDICATION
To the Officers and Men who sailed the ships ol
Waorld War 11,

especially to those who lost their hives, and 1o

thewr Families.,

THE UL.5.N. ARMED GUARD WW I AND WW II VETERANS "1lth"” NATIONAL REUNION WILL BE HELD AT
THE HYATT-REGENCY HOTEL, 300 LIGHT STREET, BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202, 1-800-228-9000 ON
MAY 2528, 1991, HOSTS WILL BE ALEX AND EDITH LOMBARDI, 14 BROOK FIELD ROAD, MONTULAIR, NEW JERSEY
07043, 1-201-T83-7578. BE SURE TO LET THE HOTEL KNOW THAT YOU ARE US N, ARMED GUARD WHEN
MARING RESERVATIONS, MAKE YOUR RESERVATION EARLY, YOUSE GUYS! YOUSES EARNED I'T, Y'ALLI

7 Y % v i e v i e T e e T e e e T e e e e e e e ke e e e e e e ke e e e e e e b e e ok
USN Armed Guard WW 11 Veterans
5712 Partridge Lane

Raleigh, N.C. 27609-4126
1-(919)-876-5557

Mo e
B ERTR T 151
LS OST ALE
PAID
Perimil Mo 28

Ealruh, N
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Remember Pearl Harbor!
December 7, 1941

&l
LES GATTON (M0
259 TRAFPE RD
BALTTHORE M 2122227

Support The USN Armed Guard
WW Il Veterans Reunions



