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ARMS FOR RUSSIA. . . Agreatconvoyof BritishshipsescortedbySoviet
fighter planes sails into Murmansk harbour with vital supplies for the Red Army
(Courtesy of British lnformation Services, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City)
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lhar Aroed &rard Veterans and Ledies: Septenber 2011990

I hope this {inds yor in good 'IEALTH and SPIRIT", }lith the sumer behind us

end the {all seasm upon us, F nmder *rere those last g rnmths nentlll }h
knor that 0l'llan llinter is just around the cornr, as the leaves on the trees
starts to display their mny colors. After looking at all those sandpiles in
Saudi kabia, one rmders t*ty rc coqlain abqrt cutting the grass. I believe
mst of the kny Prsonnel there rqrld be happy to be cutting gress. All our
prayers are that the crisis is over before yqr receive this. I{ the guns are
fired, nay ne be victoriqr rith little casualties or our side. I{ the world
can not r*tip me country, I dread to see the final results.

I rwld like to ctrrect a'FEH ERR{IRS, in the last "P0IilIERu o{ July 15rt990.
[he ras that it iE uP0IltlT JUDITHU, ffrode Island, instead of ,PmTnr as the
site rhere the "Plaque' is to be dedicated on l{ovenber 11, 1990, to the Eoal
Collier "S.5. Elackpoint' and it's crer rho were killed and to her survivors,
nhen she ras sunk llay 5, 1945 by the subnarine, U-853, nhich I had previously
oistakenly nurbred tFSl3. I failed to put Ralph Lucas's street nane on Page

3, Znd colum in rriting for printort of shiprnates re have located so {ar. I
send hio an update reekly and it is a great help to m. Send a Eel+-addressed
to: RALPH LIEAS, 12ru mflil{mE RD.r mlH#$lf S.C. 294U6 {or shipnates! SEI{D

flf 'FIRST TII€I in{o to us first so it can be eflterd into the corputer so
it can be included in the backup that I send to hin.

tfur deepest syrpethy is extended to tletaxi Alford and to her family in the
lost o{ husband, Daniel, and a devoted Areed 6uard Veteran rho left our nidst
on fug. 21, l9?0. Dan had attended oany rarnims and had volunteered to Chair
the South Carolina Flotilla this year, replecing Robert Floyd {roil Columbia,
5.C. *ro had held that position for 4 years. Dan had cmtacted, and ms to be

rith 14 shipnates at the Livingston, ll.J. rqrnion this year and ras to host a
5.C. Hini-Reunim in Charleston, S.C. in tktobr. &r synpathy is extended to
all the farilies of our deceased crstf or their deceased loved one. I regret
i{ any deceased has been omitted. I ask all the tidors to let m knm if yor
elect to stay on the nailing list.

lhny o{ yar have ritten to say: 'Hor abort a story m the TS{GRS?!!' I have

included one article by lan llillar, Curator of the Trident Archives, tm6
Bantry Trail, Krnrsville, N.C.27n4 m rTff{(ERSu, and taken {rm the great
nagazine-'SEA CLASSICs'7950 lFering Ave., Canoga Park, Calif. 91304 and I do

appreciate ther for alloring us to do a re-print. I have to re-print Part II
in this edition of the P0lttlIERr as I le{t ry July Edition in Chicago and rill
get another one. Ian also rote an article m rlloc' Franklin l{illiam, Rt-s
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ATTENTION
You know where you are.

You know where we are.

We know where we are.

But we don't always know where you are.

Please notify us when you move.
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8d 3206r Argu, ll.C. 28lzt $ich I rill inrrt in it'r 91rc. Ier rrved in
thc Cort furrd during hir tqr of &ty. lur'r {rthr ru ct. of tht exricrt
Drn Flll$l lCROffllI lffiIl€ stryivrr of the 'Effi.Y llnnE(r ruSSln nil'r
Ocrvoy St-12 in $ich hir dtip, thr S.S.6YHll (f,Ell r:r cnt m Srpt.t0t t9lt
*rile rcrving in the Fitidr ilevy er r volunter {rc English }leritrge.

It ru ry plurre to tit rnd brerl lrerd rith hn rrd lt. Swrr. E. Krrlsst
ol Frostvcdtveian nhl Lrvil, 32fl1 lbrHy, *ro ra: r gunnrr onbord tha D/S

IEEILIO tirt h.d rtqpd to rescut thr grvirv: {ra r sntcn ship. lrn had

$uch:d to {ind iffite lril tha $ip *to srved his dad's life. Hit serrch
hrd ended r3ir {ord rrb r.nrdr{ul .Jr rnd ericomged hir to core to the
U.S.t. fr r visit, ha kn4ht hii to be rith u: Srturdeyl Sept. It 1990 at
ur nrthly U,S.ll. k*d Bryd br:rk{rst hre in Rrleighr ll,C. rd really rrs
r intrcting to hEr) thcr talk m thr drrk dey3 in slrly t9lt for thrt pert
ol tln HnJ e: it s€e*d m othr rqntriel x&ted to help tlpr. Svm hi5
r sirter dro li\rel in Fim*otr. lu stetad thrt i, it lere not {or K*lsent
hr prdrbly nrld mvr brcn in this rtrld!! Ihint .bcrt it!! lle:pent ovr
tkrc hqrs rt ry hct:r tqrthr .nd it ris just great to be rith ther.

Jurtin Gleicheul, Artha of the 'll$LiF SAIU[S{.S.}$VAL ffiGD BIIRD" On

HIXI I hrs rsled le to rpologize to thr Flridr Flotillr {r not being thre
to:ign ttn bo* dP to pressing obligetiorr'. I{ ytu nrld send the bmt to
hir, JtSTIll F. GLtlOnFr ?Z2$.ds. thntrin Ih. El Prsot Tx. 79912. tle rill
sign rnd return it. Yo csr rder me at t8.95 fro here by sanding e chxt
a tbnay ftder pryabte to ar return rddrees. Pleas€ rark rt 'F(Rl 'DOtTlO{-
Hlfi. Ihey rre printing 6;0Cl rrc ud oybe thrt 6pffi rill shor it trF?l

I u happy to rnnqrre orr 'l*lTtOSt IR€ASURY' hrs rcceived r checl {ra 8ol

Grolnrn rrrd his tl90 Chicago Ralrim Crittee {or r totrl ol 3ll'698.5!l rs
they closed the bodrs urd their accqnt. t hrd r receiv:d r chcck {r l{5flL
fra ther :inca the ranrim, to pry {r iter necetsrry to rrke thrt reutim
:uch l $rcess. t ricr to thrnt thi. in bCrrlf of rll thr Erer, {or doiq srh
r rarvelsrs iob. lb I crn reptenislr th€ 'lIilTER glPS' ild heve rvailable to

rU rJrose herd gett cold rith th surer qle!. I rruld like to reprt to yut

th* 3:tm. hrs bcnr srnt to t99l IIST Alex hdardi {r 'IP{R(NT-IEPIFIIS'
rquired {r dillrent erigtt:. t crn 'brelthe' r litth bett€t in Pryi4 {8
this 'P0MIER' and rmther me belre Christmr rnd {r tln 'llSllS-SAILlf,'
boks rcnt to r sr cmsignxnt. I need ftobert thl{ lra {hklemt Il. to teep

thc boo*r r trc did lrrt yer for &o55Dn. lly tilks to both 'E(DS'. I rrs
dan to rgpror. 325{n.m 50 nrr. }ut get erthr 'POll{IER'l!

t rrnt to thd th6e rtro dareted rime the lrt 'P0I||IER' ad if I {riled to
put r / (slrshi.rk, bdittd yol.r nlnt t ras so busy dd friled to do so. Yql

hrvt be€n givar credit in the rrcrdr. Let r knor il it's not thre. Fr th:
'!€H['SALTS' *to hu jurt rigned m ld in thr {utrre, re do not rccess rny

duca ild n opmtr skictly m dqntiols ard rll mnies re rccqntrbla {r
ild the IRS llll'fflFlf STATIF DUIC IAI Hm is filed evry ye.r. llortiqr
fra the cra in thr pert ir rtry rp cxisttd this lr rnd it 'FlIlD Yllr'!? lt
bqdrt ttn coautr to rtrc yur nrrs ld dripr int thr printrt copir ld
rll the things barght in thr pGt. t hrw rn dligrtis'l to {ill. Vql hrw a

jS to do, Ycr trn tlut {acting $ar yar $l thrt bu4r stickert c+ r I
rsoim mtice sryirq 'ffi€D f,lffi'. So it's up to yur to pl*e r stidr m
yqr vrhicle or F r sre. lh ihilld hrvp ovr l0rm stictr3 and nItr crps

art thre in RADI0 rd T.V.Ulll,l I DI$LAY nEll I I l{ yur lind mrr dm't grt
acited er I do rrd not get rtl the info m hir, FIRSTT lllDfl.f Am LAIII l*Tfi
LOTES tstfr A0mEssr H,lr PT,r CtTYr STAIET llPr mA COE' SErutct ilffi
EIRIth tF nutf,ot glIPSt lll ml}ER Rll0 l,f,lEsr ltr{ Alo ffFr flo IF 51ll(.

$nu kDorrtd fltti n to rflm ycl thrt the ttolue lll Fred &rd bmt is
beinO printrd. t hqt pr grt it belre lktotr l5tht but il you dm't' jurl
bc petience rr yan hrn in thr prlt, yur'll grt it. tl they do an wrprintt
t rill noti{y yil in thc nert 'P(ltl{IB' ard let pu tnor. Surar ir th Srler
Rrp. {r Teylr Pt$li$ing Do,utd they're groducing I '$b tLt hok' in cr*
yar rru intrested. Ihey hrw pr$lished rily k othr Vetmn's qrarys.

I nred yanr shigc inro il yor had not sent lhel to m. lhre is no xay I cilr

tartr r rhipHte othmire. Yor ny mt lm hirr but hc .iy r:rerb* yul. I
hrw e: ftl{l@ tlJEnE{ *to srved qr the SS Erlnrrd Brtet rften it ras smt. lf
rry of lil sslt in his nr:, plel:e s€nd rc info m hir rgrint i3 I hrYE mly
the nr.a. l.do hrw r titbur Hill in lbrshrllhrg, l{.C. llo rtreet r bd. lt
her been brorght to ry ettentim thrt rery of yar hrve had chlge ol rd&est
&rr Codr Trl:ghmt rtd tip cod6. Pler:e hclp E crrtct thrse. llrny ol yur

riqnte llf,lll rlrd gUfH rnd raintain trc has lrd the rril is retrrncd to r
u 'IEI?IhARILY AlhY' et r cort of i.3l).pr pixe ard yur rry risr r cAy. lT

rdd: rg *ren yol gst brct 8ll par tilrut. eS 0F lllls 'P0llll[R'lr yor rill br

rurv:d lrm thc list until I herr {ror yor. I{ yar dm't gtt th! P0nllER .t
larrt :very I xtthr, yur hrd bettr contrt r. If yor rn tm bury to let
r knc, I srrely rr to bury to rorch yil qrt hter.Ihre t! 7gn rr€!!

I jurt eot Victr llesteding ol Flridr brck m' rs Lro erllrge qavc c his
ncr rd&r::. I cstt hir thc lert mIilIER rd ln crlled to ny thc fuct llf{ice
jurt chngcd his rtrtrt rur qrin nrd rrs hr99y to givc r the qdrtr. lhis

tir to 'l,l0Yll' nl!E. t just co+letcd lo*ing ovr thr list of d€ce$rd of
thc pst 5 yuru rnd rrny of yo rc rtill m thc uiling nd rc sd {rn yur

r thr luily. Yar rey a ry not bc receivirq tht PtlltllB. It her na becoe
rx€6$ry to rdvice yar thrt r po:tcard cal klca you m thr..ilin0. l{ no

rd ir lnrrd {ro yot bcfcr thc nart oilcrt, thosc ns rill br rcoved.
I do hopr yot uderutud ttn probler. le rislt Eod'r speedl otherrise.

Ihe 'RFSIffl mfitY Ol[' rill hrve tcrc going to llrler*, Rrssir nrxt yrr
ld cmtrct Richrd Squirc in Enqhnd, i{ yo'rr intrertrd. llis rddresc ir
R.D. SqlRtSr A E$mX fin0, GAlf,ffit tltEP{It LZi ?I Enghd. Telc:
l-(Fl, lgr-9567. lrrt r l{ISTmY ll*ll5 EIJE{I it tould b! if the 5.S. JDil t.
Hnr th. S.S. JEROllAll O'nlfl rd tho 5.S. tll€ UtCllRY cold llc thrt
jcrnry in cr li{rtir. ltytc it srn te rt m 'lIIillSOY'S fllfH CA.ERAIlltl!'

I hrw rrcived noticr thrt i{ yw reqst in{o of e :lrip, seid lllf,JlRY to
rddr:srs belor rnd lirt yar nu, lddrrss, rip, telephmc, rrvicr nurber,
dip'r nrs ld rppror. drtes rd $et yqr rrnt to kna. trt re kn* of yur
rcultr. I llope thir rill qet bettr rrarlts!! Still ttnd tllc Fml lf,l m to
St.Lori:' llo. {r pcrsamel rrrds. lhe Fcr l$ crn be dteined by crlling
yor larl Uetmn'r hinirtntim lX{ice, rlso.

9rip'r info: (thm ir r frr-tlpy rill tcll yurl AC( Fm 'dlllll€' o{ llllE?
mvY HISImICA| CS|TERT St{lP'S HISTmY DMSt{ilr C/0 ffERATI$tfl- ARO{IliESr

ilF. 57! lgg{tlcflil t$l/Y YmDt *lsnilGT(ltr D.C. Zrn{Fn

ItelIRY RN'ETAHE' B{TIIT.ED TO:

*llE: P.C.RYHGT nmlS q."EF( lt-3t{, C/0 lSTIO*t PERSOT€- nECmDS [ElTERl
Itm Fffi H-VL. ST.LllJlSr llo. 6Jt32. 6ive rll yur info 'FIRSI Tll€' to SAIE

illC!! I hop€ it IIRG!! Pleur dvire!! I dqr't hrve tile to check ilt!!

Atu Lodrrdi rdvires e thrt 'I1€ lSRllfR'S ilSEfi'r lffmf ltE$r UA. 2lg16
riil be closcd rntil r{ter tle first of the y:rr in qltting r picture of yur
$iF. hco they re-ogeo, rn I I l0 bhcl rnd $it: photo of ywr dtip rilt tc
3t2.ql. I chcdd it qlf lrd Alrr ns crrect rrd ll. Io &er rdvised ol thr
picr incruc. Yur ry order frc 'PEAfll0V ll$Etfi' tnSI ll0lA Sqnfi€r SAt-E'lt

m. 0tf/0 Cf-ilS-1S76 rnd u I I l0 ic ll5.O i{ th€y .re in their irredirte
fils. If ttry hrvc to rarrch itt m rdditimrl lZl.lll i: rcquired. Send it
to ttr ATIBlTllll of: hthy Ftyn. *d edditimrl cherge is fr the t{ll'{LOSS
picture ro yut g€t yur er*t co6t b€fae ordring. 'llfi'T nflf l€ lF I hrve
ERffnEDl!' I l just lettiq yur br rmre of it's avrilrbility.

Yar'ru rll nmdrful prelr rnd I do hope yal enjoy the 'P0lllIER' .s rich t5
I do in gettiq it to0!tn€r. kite yur :ervice tir histry dom and s€nd it
in. It lry not gct in thc 'P0lrlIER' fut .tybt r*rt yur rite rill coqlete r
rtry {r rffi! dr thr ffiCD f,trRD in rlrl Frrr fra nu. Ihink rbat it!!
I hry! y€t to ritr rinr--hrt I hrve an rxcusel! H-ESS fl.L tr YqJl! cal
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TANKERS AT \AAR I
I

By IAN A. MILLAR

Part TwolC,onclusion

Seldom receivingproper credit for tlu
wvrtfuw services they perfornud,tlw mcnwlw mmud
Ameiw's mcrclnnt tonlcrc and their N aval Armed

Gwrd cnmterparts fn@ tlu su and tlw encm! with a
dcterminaion tlnt saw tluir vitol wryos of oil delivercd

dcspiu tlw dangen of sudden dcuh in flnw wracVcd ships

get tlre ehip back ou even LeeL It rrr
not long before the Conlneadr d
U-108 aent another torpedo into 6r
Mobilbil, atriking on the rtrrtoad
ai.e ofthe numbel fqg *qrlird d d
the mi&hip house lte nurnbcr c
lifeboat waa demolished ia the cdo
sion. Knowing that it waa hd, r l4
ter of timg Holberg E8d. Eip dt!3
trip from the galley with fwnn fu
the lifeboats. At lesst hc rcctocd if
they had to spend aqy ri'-c b thc qca
boats they would han th. bod vitt
which to sustaitr themrclp. g56n
ly afterthe oecondtorpcdo &lct m
one was wanting to t rrt $d. Stin
not wantingto girc q lldbrry gotc
man to go with bin to h.lp rith th.
heary reefer dooe Ererythiag iuib
was a jumblg but ara o Eolbcq
knew about where aaytLiag had
bedt stowed and chortly frrnd bca{
butter and a crate of eggr. I! qite d
the obvioru dangeq, Bolbcrg t*"rirg
of hia ehipmatcq continucd hia
pmviaoning of the bcta

At 1050 a third torp.& rnd tb€
SS MoDitoil and thi6 wer her &st.h

crlrroDc ras out. Ar the ehip wa.e in
d.rS€r d bre fing uD, th€y pulod
ray and later rekieved the junior en
gier wbo had cut loose a raft for bis
ora cutwival The Llobibil broke in
tF and sart rith the bow and gtern
poUdnggtysara llappily, dl handg
arvived the attack and wre picked up
by tbe USSI PC49O on May 1, 19,12.
Rrhape fe* notcd the quietcourage of
th€ Chi€f Stesar4 but hio gallaatry
was uotforgotten He receiwda lettcr
from tbe Sooory-Vocuun oil Compaqy,
the ownera of tbe Mobiloil,

"O! behalf of the management I
*aat toextend our coagratulationa to
1ou for lour heroic conduct a$er the
enemy action agaiost $ Mobibil!'

Captain Ambrose'"Ibrry" Murp\y
wao a prewar sea4an who bqd hmt
gon6 to Eea aboard the $S Agrttstone
in 1926. As with ma4y other aeamen,
eventa like the 1935 longehoremau'e
strike put hinon the beach wherc he
set out on a courre ofadventure only
to return to the eea when hir country
neededhim in 1941. On December 18,
1941 lbrry aigaed on the tanker $S

lXmn"T:h51rrtu€IUf*friffiffisffif
v€ssel andtb€y haddepartadfiromNew
York ia ballagt bound for Caripiiq
Venezuela. She carried 6(X} tlruns of
high octaoe fuel on her foredeck It was
e clear moonlit aigbt wben the peace
and olitutb wst ahattered in tbe grcat
roar ofa torpedo etploeion Captain
Farrw tmt immediate ewsiv€ a€.tion
to get away from t.he submrrine. lts
U-108 surfaced and her. gun coer
mannedthe forrarddeck gun. Attbe

f

same tine the men of tho Naval
Armed Guard aboard the Mobiloil
were at battle stationr and cleared for
action The Navy lads eent a dazen
roundr offat the Ctefmaa submaring
indicating to her Captain that a sur-
&oe action with tbis talter rvas not go
ing to be a aue'hi'g, It rrouldcct bin
more torpedoes.

After the firgt tin frgh hit the
Mobiloil, Holberg raa from his mom
through the companionway to get aft
and up on dch. En route he dllidd
with a Greek pumpmnn who wag on
his wal' to work the pumps to try and

Water breaks high 9n th€ sides of an Esso tanker as she pumps fuel to a light carrier
in ons of themanylueling-at sea op6rationsthat made lohg rdnge strikes a-gainstthe
enemy.possibl€. When this picture was taken, heavy swiells had brought the two
shipsclose together. Slack on the hose astern had bden taken up smaily, but the
hose forward still is dragging in th€ water. August I 1 , 194S.

llr Grynn R*hrslr.r. ll.r hfltil... nar-
Ecao Bosion at hrtland, Maine He'
recallr that one ofhia firatjobe waa to
tura to witl the deck crerw to paint the
ebip from gtem tO gtora in wartime
gray. Tbey eailed on a short ooarLgiae
trig thenthey were ofion a voyage to
Cartegenq Columbia to load 85,881
barr€lg of cmde oil for the Argentine
Iu due courae they returned to
Venezuela and loaded 88,0d) barrela d
crutb oil for Halifax, Nwa Scotia- Ih6
Esro Bofungo';led done aad unarsred
through watera norr ftoqueat€d by
Gonnau gubmarine* lbr a long time
the C'eIoaa submariners had beeu
moet &u#ated by tbe iuability to at"
tact An€rklan rhipo, Although we
were not dt rar prior to Deoember ?,
19t11, our rvanhipc actively aided the
Britirh to lste and aftack Cierman
rubnarinea Now the German com-
mrndal p1p a6t burdened with auch

cfi.fir dts.pp..lmc. b.l# h.r lntry
grlla s€ toQadoaa. Wlth fax cap{on ,
rnalchlrt rt{p. h.d Stil. ch$c. .gdn.r
rrdr r h..vily aanad adrrtart (Jul!.n
l{.lft

blow. Theenemy yas determinedthat
this tanker was going down no matter
the coet in torpedoee.

Right aft'er thie laat torpedo atnrck
Captain Ibrrw ordered t}e rhip aban-
doned. At this time Holberg was aft
with some ofthe engineera aud crew,
and they buoied themselvea with
lmrring one of the boat& this took
time astlre stertr ofthe tanlerwasDow
aagledup inthe airabiL At tact they
got it waterborne aad tbe cros sunt
dowa the mnn tup€fL lte juaior en-
gineer bollered to them to !t nd by,
that h€ *as going to mele one lagt
check ofthe engineroom to be gure
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restnint and they w€re to embark on
their second "Happy Tim{' or what
'ivould later be called "The American
ShootingSeason." Itwa.s hto this war-
torn aea tlrat the Ega Bocbn was tn
maLe her last voyage

lbey werc some four daye out of
Ilinidad when the toroedo struck the
Btarboard gide betwein the forward
wingtant* ltetorpedohad been fired
from the U-130 under the command of
Captain Ernrt IGls, Germany's lron
Knight ofthe Sea. The Ecso Bosbn
caught fire and quickly the ehip was
engulfed inthe acridenoke ofburning
oil. lbe crewof tbe Ecu Burbnwerc
more fortuaate than many who aailed

care or ifthey needed water. Captain
IGle advised them that tbeY were
about 2,10 miles fiom the Virgin I+
lanil* lbrry recslls that the Captain
spoke to them before leaving: With hio
red hair and beard l(alg looked like a
fierce ViLing to the men in the boat.
He sai4 "Dont ta&e it too hard felmn
thia ia war." lbrty aaye that although
IGle was the eueqr attle tine, he was
aleo a gentleman aad a true mariner,

Ttren as the gubmarine was neady
to depart an incident took place thst
could harre eaded inhagedy. the Chid
Cook ftom the Esso Boraz, also ir Ibr.
ry's bdat, opened a carton of cigale{tes
and threm the pactr to the Geroans

Nrvy gun crrryr llkc lhla onc camc aborrd lbo.nerchanl lhlpa but ln rglte ol lhcl. eourrg.
rnd prown g.llanlry th€ lrck ot ilryy Glcorl! l€3ulted ln lhalr nrmos b.lng .ddad lo thc
crcualty llrt!. (Author'! collcctlon)

Thr rrdlty ol llrr rnrrchant aaarnaol Ilt Flom $a bll.btltlg h.lrot a bhdlle trntrt lo
th. lobrro t mp.riluF ol rlnt r.l $r. Ilty dlcd ol qpcm. (Prlntlrre by Anion Olto
Fl$.h.r, rll otltcl.l 'lrtln Coad Gtl.d palnta4

in the conning tower of the U-130. The
C'ermanr thaDked the cook but for a
moment tbings were tenee For how
could the Germans know that wh6n
the cook etood up and dlew back to
throw the cigarettea that he wag not
toasing sometbing more erplosirre? No
one got tri3ger hapry, but it could have

been a tragicebd forthe cook and po+
eibly otherr.

l.he crew ofthe Easo Bosbnwere
pickedup bythe U$SBiddle the nert
ilay and although the precious cargo
waa loet, thc crew gurvived to aail
again in hata's way.

Not all tankers involved oil or high
octane fuel. According to Captain Erl-
rad C. March, the ahipe of the Cuba
Digtilling Company of New brk were
gpod ehips to sail in, so much eo that
there wae very little crew tuxrov€r. ln
dicative of this wrs the fact that the
Chief Punpman aboard the SSI CorG
iozlc had been aboard since the ohip
wag built eome trenty years before.
Ttre S,S Ctuluub war a Hog Island
freighter which had beeu convertod to
atank ship to carry molasses from the
Dominican Republic.

Ed March had railed in tfie $S Con
wbulb tlw of tJne mne oompany but
left her in the fall of1941. Later that
ship was torpedoed by the Gernan
gubmarine U-106 with only 18 of her

crew of40 eurviving Ag he war anr.
iotu togetback aboard anyofthe Cuba
Distilling Company ahipo he took airb
aboard the Cctaf,oz&o as an Ordinary
Se.aman It wao April 1942 and rcgard-
lea of how good a ehip wae to sail in
there were other aepects to the life of
a menhaat searnan that could rcry
quickly change the begt oftirnes to the
worgt oftimee in very ehort order.

\\e Catalwub waa oa a voJnge
from the Dominican Republic with a
frrll load of molas8ee to Ner Jereey
whenshebecame another victim ofthe
Battle ofthe Atlantic. Aeide from her
crew ehe aleo carried memberg of the
Naval Arned Cuard. It was almod,
6:30 on the evening ofApril 5th when
the quietofthe ahip sailingdor*was
ahattered by the efploeiou ofa torpe-
do'I\e Catalnuldhas not alone aad
her 5030 tons were soon added to the
tonaage gcore of Lt. Commander
Walther Kolle's U-164. The 6rrt torp+
do hit at the number four tank on the
port eide lte reeulting exploeion de+

the talkerg during the war, they
guwiv€d.

lte geaeral glarm war eounded
and the enginea reversed in order to
take the forward momentum ofr the
ahip Captain.hhnson ordered the ahip
abandoaed. There were no guna
aboard the rhip with which to fight
back. lte ship was afire aad listing
badly to stsrboad and dowa by the
head. Thf,starboad boate wetr alirc
and anotber boat waa damaged belond
ure. Tlre Cagtair,Second OfficerWmd,
and tlre Badio Olprator, Robert Callan'
remained aboard the 0aming ship.
Callan got ofran SOS by which time
the fire wargettiagworse andthe men
might be engulfed at any moment. The
three meulefttheEeso Boslonby way
dnurnberthrcebot which rvas stand-
ingby forthem. The nen in the num-
ber two and number four boat, includ-
inglbrry, hadtlrsirmn private hell to
contend with. they were manning the
oerg with all the muscle they could
muster to row out of the burning oil
that wae aoat all around them. At this
point the Eaa Botun was a lloating
cremstorium atrd had anpne been left
aboard they niould surely have been
incineratad.

Captain l(als waited until tlte life-
boatr had dear€d th Ecso Bofbn then
he ordered hic gunners to shell the
ohip About 26 rouds whistled acrosg
the water; hifting tlre tan&er in the en-
gine room, the after deck houso and
along the rvater line. After the gunnerr
@asd fircthe U-130 marle ita wry orc'r
to the nunber&ur lifeboat lte men
in the boat ct€rc 88k€d the nane of
tleir ehip and thctonnage. They were
slco asked if anpne needed nodical

H.|t-ord.tl.brhOtPrdllcAhllW.ldrrm,rmtlrta..rlrn, p5.adr.f to.il9m.b.htltc llrnlgmar:'On.ofll.$lpa
thort o.r $|n dtrtt|. n|.|dt.|il...|rrn olt]r rnft rd $rl| -odd tf (l.lLttt dllp gB St n}f C.hrltt (C.fddt f.ld! V. Crlloro)
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Ih. bsrnf rnd dr.il hoLd .t m ..cilon ot th. SS €.ro Bodrr. (US il.ry)

iag sa 5r :x bccu aleeping in his
re= r-=.--i:;s rhen he was
srai= i -; r .ari6c cra.eh and wagtlrr: -e :-r bult to the deck
aL-r r'--' :€sr.v moden bullrhead
co-- e-r: r-*:C bim. He heard hie
dX r_=: r - .d tbe debria Ihe dog
ns r h.e: laboundwhichMyera
tri rcg: * -tla&n- He pusled his]a-r:-r:a: -! rrectage aadfound
'.:e ig -+J- b€trr€u the ecreen
i.s ' -^: -e :itix-ad" After getting

-<, - :E'e *en door which didr:t -E .qr vi'.rout a lot of force
V:tt i'i! -}.h.ead fell on him and
T;'-'r- : :r le€!. He freed himgelfr-.j r:i:< m tbe dog'a collar end
.-.: Fir< \,- up and carried him
- =. rA-e

;--. r e.rive4 CaptainBokluad
t..j -'- .4 nrn up a red laaCern to
tzr= lcg slriFr but tbey could fild no
Li."ra Tbe Captain then ordered
V;=:s rc go to the nunber one boat
. -- E-s tbete When he got there he
F::s i.:g iD tb€boatandassist€dthe
d:e: aeq members by the falls. By
'::.-.:oe the ahip was sinling fast atrd
:scn sbc gave a sudden lurch and tbe
rfeboat came up suddenly toward the
ocn lo*ering it. Myera gabbed the
ruis pps and dropped into the life-
boat- It waa impcaible to free the boet
from the falls o he grabbed the dog'a

av.r
ma{rdoiadln connacdofi Ealg
yrl rn nt ot $am lh.lr poatt

dtany
ln th.

tnoyed the catwalk and aeriouely eeaandendedupasaMeaterMariner,
rmunded an AB by the no-g s1Wh1t€i p1rfi tfi-*rB, the crcn' ofthe Ccra-
Jhongp-a",uallronthe catwalk atthi trri-**.i'"*a the usuar hot infer.tine of the exploeion. Ed recallg that ;" thJ ;;;_-on to maqy tankerthie maa was the moat seriously ;irli;;* 

*
rcudedofalt.Aatoelriwthadlodgea fl;Iirr" rrntrsl gg E,G. Seubertia thD maa's e!rc socket, a,igrii"Gi#[.*iiij ;ff;frli ffifffi*,,lff A'f*T#"S*XT

Fp;Ttrii';:tt'd,:H."ffi ;fU: *mif;m*,":*to eurvive outwitted the ca[ of death t i"E"kd;;e io the b"iG" 
"r,'aan&ie was gtill alive when the s_ur- t"ta-lAsdrtbt l-th"rtf;hfiviwareachedsnJ.uanaudplacedin tt"a tai"" iTi"t. The second officerttre hcpital. Ed March aai. otherg ;;;td;;"t;h" *"y-;;;;rere alm wounded in the action. - tl"tifre 

""-1""f",i.p"*fUiU"i'Lafr: .t r.1ldSg explooion had also b.";;;;-"Urf"diuthetoroedoerolo-
caureiu cecE plat€s to blow up as well eion. He ordered the men at orm'b""ar to nrpture between number four ttne" Uo"l*ahara;id" C, h"ld;i;trnk ard the engineroom. Thie result- b;?;ilh".-;;;it;il;;:;
ed in the llo,oding of the engineroom. ;;ri- ,h";; but due to excessiv€lte U-l!4 wa.s sirhted and i1!he con- ilitrff"jlhe was unable to do sofosion dt}re incident one of
o""r- ""*''* ffi;?" ;#irii: *H,trth?ff*b'*tH"$ffimq'hinegurraa!anothertorpedo_tore ff;;"*s#;* abpped and boileriato the Catahouh on the gtarboard *I*";illAhugeflaehwaraeenon
side j'yt forward of rh-e bridga About ;t;;ffi#*psa f[6 cross [rrnt slone minute latet lt.e Cataho,ub aade il;;ilfi t+nk. OiI spout€d highher la.d plunge rolling over a
iag the number on" rir.uo"tXoofHr'i. 11T:9T^Ti fell on the'after decie

#tr$sHffihH*ffi f,TH{ffi{#,HT*

bruk qnd awakened with the rboughr
that the ahip had been in a collisiin-
Without dleeeing he ran out to open
the engineroom door and ear b:s'S+
cond_Assietant Hugo Weraer co-i^g
out. He told ttre Chief tbat tle rh;p had
been torpedoed and tbat thj eu-
ginermm aud firermm rere filling
with water. He had juC *opped tbe eni
Srne lD neapotu€ to a telegtaph sigual
from_ the bridga He sa.c ou t i" *a] t"
g€t the Flrd A.esidaDt Charles L.Iiell,
who waa already eul dhis [rrnt . Thsy
went around to clae tie line atop€, pei
instruction& The Chief Engheei q/€nt
to look at the engiueroom which war
flooding rapidly, He then eent off for
hig boat at nunber one boat and with
Pumpman George 1tidone and Boeun
Ralph Blanchard nsist€d to lower
Suqber thee boat which war fully
l_qaded. Then they moved forwani
Chief Chrigt inforined Captain Bok-
lund_ that the engineroom was being
fl".d+. Captain Boklund had hopei
that the ahip could be saved. After or-
dering the Chief and the otber two
men to the number one boat he
returned to the bridge

ELsswhere ehip'e Clerk Harold L.
Myera was trkingpart in a moot touch-

oeren wene all gaved.

lhe order to abaadon ahip war
girnn by Captain Johannesen ju.et af-
ter the furt torpedo erplosion. Three
ofthe lifeboats were in the procees of
being lowered when the eec;nd torD€-
do exploded. The numbor two lifeboat
got away aafely with 26 aurvivore and
13 others fourd refuge aboard a lifer.
aft, mary of them fmm the eunmped
number one lifeboat, The sun'ivors
*ere picked up on April 6, 1g{2, by the
American deatoyer USS SArrra,ont
(592,()) and put "qhorr at San Juau.
The U.16{ was lost later in the war
with all handa Rt March wntback to

leash and pulled him orer the side with
him to aroid being taten down with
the ehip

Myera and the dog ewan for their
I-ipr, lhe log yent ahead and Myers
folwed as best h€ could with the liash
wrapped aroundhia wrisl Swimninly
wae difncult due to the e€meral inchd
ofoil on the aurface ofthe eea. When
Myera fuat went into 6e eea fuel oil
filld his eyes and eare. He tried Co
wipe it from hie eyes but without any
la.eting ruccess. He hes he could not
s€e-a lifebost or raft nor hear anyone
calliug to girre hin dinctiong" He had
no idca wtrere the5r were going and his
leg thmbbed with pain A great s€nse
of helplessness aet in but atil ho was
concerned for the dog aadthat caured
him to draw on inner strcngth. The
dg!! *"" clear but dark and Myera
could bear nothingfortle fuel oil plug-
ging his eslr hrhapa tlre dog was-abie
to hear rroicea of men ia boate or on
rafts. Untnown to Myers they were
ouly a few yarde away from a raft.

SS Crtrtourr, r Hog lah.r.r coftwrlld
.& (lfrrlnctr lfu.Gum, Ncrporl Nattr
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Ite men aboard the raft heard the
dog panting and gasping and reached
ov€r ard pulled him aboard the raft.
Myerafelt the pulling on the learh and
anid a feeling of hopele*neoq aalva-
tionwag at handand goouhewas also
pulled up on the raft. Myera kept the
dogwithhim aad uponreturnto New
YorL rent the dogto hie mother in St.
Iouie. He did not want the dog who
had saved his life to go to eea again
during the war. The gurvivors werc
pfo:ked up by tbe HMAS 2tunu,orti and
the HMIS Orisao, Three of the crew,
Chief Ofiicer John G.M. H'-riq
Steward Jobn P. Millar aad Bosun
Ralph N. Blanchard were logt with the
ehip Aleo lost were Elden F. Bowerq
Ensiga Albert L. Whitc SM2c and
IJoydn Wilkinson SM2c membersof
the naval gun crew. Captaia Boklund
remsined with the ahip on the bridge
as she srnt d@D but was washedotpr-
board with aome others and later
picked up He had remained with his
drip to the bitter en&

the SSI Srcnucc Ccleu ac ssiled un-
der the Fanamanian flag but ehe car-
ried a crew of Americals and a naval
gun cr,em of nine men under Ensign
EdwEdL. Anderron USNR. She was
to become one of only nine shipe to
gain the coveted honor of "Gallant
Shiy'' during the Second World War -it was a digtinction that wae gained
t}mugh heroisn rryl sarrifioe She was
sailing alone about 600 miles off the
coagt ofBrazil on a voyage to Caripitq
Veuezuela itm Montivideo when d!e-
agter gtruck.

Captain Gustav lGrlsson was git-
ting with ChidoFrcer Aage H. Knud-
sen in the messoom, At a few minutes
past 10:00 am their convereation aud
cofree mrp internrpted by the soundof
ghell frie. Both men ran to the bridge
lbey could see another nesee'l emerg-
ing from a rain squall about four milee
away. lte other vessel, unkuown at
first, waa theGerman raider 'Sfierun-der the command of Captaln Horst
Gerlech. Gerlach had not attacked a
ship manned by American merchant
reamen and gunaera up to that point
in bir voyage He was to frnd in.Sran-
au Calcuttuthe same spirited defense
as when later he would do battle with
another "Gallant Ship," the SS
Stephen Hophitu. He found in the
Americans a crittcr that would bitc
back andbite they did.

Chief Ofrcer Kuudsen could not
make outthe gtranger'a enrign but he
could eee the flag hoiet ordering hin
to gtop hie engines. Captain lGrlsson
had the engines put to elow ahead
while Knudeen took a cloeor look
thmugb hie glaases leaving no doubt
as to the identity ofthe enaign llying
from the mainmagt. Knudsen told the
Captain, who ordered the enginea full
ahead, then turned and ordercd AB
Nelden Okander to bring the helm
over hard right. He gave ordera to the
metlhant d€rnen on the forward gun
to open fire and ordered the Jr. Third
Offrcer to carry the game rneasage to
the naval gutrners on the after gun.
Moments later the rcuadg were leav-
ing the gu.n uruzzlee and heading
toward the distant German warohip.
Then all hell broke lmse abosrd the
Stier ag the broadgide guna and
woapons fore and a& opened fire in
retaliation. the Gerrran roun& found

their mark firrt amidrhipr directly
under thebridge, forward atthe br€ak
ofthe foUde head and alongthe water
line. Undaunted, the rnerchant aca-
metr and naval gunnere continued to
s€rve their gunr. They got otr26.30
roun& fmm each gun and two rounde
etruct the Slier; the firrt went tbrcugh
the forward mast and the aecond en-
tered the creqr'e quarters aft by No 6
hatrh where it e.rploded wouading trrc
men. Stier'a reponse waa devaetating
and the ghells hit the Slalwoc Cahut,
tc in variour place*

the tankertook a ligt which rapid-
ly increased ro Knudren, in a morrc
that may have gaved hir lifg went
dm'n to the nain deck to ghift ballagt
in an attempt to correct the problem.
A brief time later Knudeen noticed
that the ship was lying otill in the
water and out of commiesion. Looking
up at the bridge he noted no activity
eo he went up and found Captain
IGrlsaon lyiag in the stsrboard door-
way of the wheelhourg dearl. He did
not die alons Also killed in actionwas
the AB Nelden Okander and Radio
Ofieer Phillip A. Heath, who had re-
mained at hir poat to get ofra oignal.

Meanwhile the Stier had cea.e€d lir€
when it wag evident that Slanucc Cal-
cuttc frniehed with her gunr. Gerlach
bmughtthe Sticrin aad picked up the
auwirora of Starurac Corcu#c'B gallant
crew. Twelve merthant aeamen and
two naval gunnen who were serious-
ly wounded in the duel vrcre taken
aboanl the Slizn Ninary Seoman
Martin W. Hyde war oo badly wound-
ed that he died later aboard the Strer
and was accorded a eea-an's burial atr
eea with the Stare and Stripea draped
over him. After gir dayr, aenenteen
merchant 8€aman and oeven Armed
Guard were tranrferred from Slr€r to
a supply tanker thence to the C'erman
Doggerbanhwhich tooh themto Japan
and imprisonment at Camp FuLuoka.
lte wounded men werle kept aboard
the Straruntil July 2?th when alf bgt
ong Saedie Haesan, were transfernid
to the aupply tanker which had
returned to fuel Strcr and they, toq
ended up in Japan, "guest" ofthe Em-
por€r at Camp Oaata. Hassan wes
eufiering from a complicated fracture
of the left leg and a number of fleeh
wounds and it was decided to ta&e him
back to Germany. He wae still aboard--.
the Srizr when ehe was surprised b5r 

'',
tlre $S Steplzn Hophins which had
emerged ftom a rain squall.lbis time
therc was no doubt about who wag
aboard ae the Starg and Shipeo flew
from the l{oplin'a mast. Gerlach had
methieWaterloo in the South hcific.
the survivors of Stawaa CdIcuAo
apeut the duration ofthe war as POWa
with the erception ofFirot Assistant
Arthur W. Mont who perished and wao
buried at Camp Fokuoka in March
19{4. Saedie Ha.ssan ended the war at
Marlag undMilag the German camp
for merchaat aeamen F0Sl8.

thie brings to a cloce our glinpee
at the merchant seamen and naval
gunnere who manned ttre tanlers alur-
ing Wor[ War 1\*o. lhegb incidentg
were repeated many timee by nany
rnen, moat of ivhom went unrecog-
nized" Ofcourrg not all voyageo norall
tanlers rer€ in battle anry tine they
aailed, but the potential for terrlble
sutrering and death aigned on with

each merthant aeanal andnavlal gun-
ner when thry went up the gangray of
. . .Ihe lbnkers at War.
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oownb.lo* rnen ollh! "Bllck G!ng" ncvct
knaf' whcn a torpcdo would cnsh thtough
rnd Grplod. ln lhe cnglnc tp!cc3, Msny
ncvar mrdo lt out when rnglno room3 watg

"g cour.a Sacky rlll cofiUilrc to
haua rll lha lood lhhoa you'e.
provld.d{.'ll ba llelng hart

rlong wlth tou lso."

Sent in by Dick Squires, Editor

Page 6

)

uoturl 2t luxrtt a
luoutt ttto

Edltorld & Producllon SLtt

Edwir Schrcpf /AO li rhc r- &linr
Mclindr wn Pchmnnt Nonailn7 Aitot
l/En R;rry I Awiatc &llrot
Anf y UShrbody / Cd, rlbulng Hilor,

JIt,' Cast
nl,lnfYJlx|Cnttdbctl'B Fllton hn Curt
lohn Enrdorf/Darl'r & An UEdot
Ardw Grrcir/zlsmin An Dlnaor
lo- Mrniro/,{.rrlrtoit ,4n Arcdor
Richerd Grc/ Grupf, t6 Dl eclot
Ftd Alittt I lMucrlil Cquditqtor
Jim B€hrnrn / Cidlat ia Di rcaot
Susn Dupny/Cimlation Moaogct
Crrol lrln Orfull8usiacss Munugcr

Adwrildm Slrlt
hn &ltniot *llcnhiag Muujcr
lurc Haris /,ldwalrh3 Cordimtor

Edllorl.l & Advrdlclnc Ottlcc!

Se Orsia
7950 Dc.i]lt Aw.
Crnogr Pett. CA 913(X
Tel. (616) t6?455O (7:3G6:0O Mon.-ThuB.)
FAX (8rE) 883.3or9

Sub*rlpilon Oltlc.t
Scr Classics
p.O Bor t6lrl9
Norrh Hollysnd. CA 91615

T€1. (818) 76O-E9t3

S€ CLISSICS 0SSN 004&986? lt publlth.d
rnoithtt bt Ch.[.nF Publbrtlon.. |rc. ?eso
Oirlrl9 Af., Crqr M(, C 9t3il. CogFldtl
d' l99Oby Chtllangf, Publlc.llont, lE All tlohl3
rosmd. Nothing h s'hol! q ln pa.'l mly bc
.eprodrccd without lha Hlttan p..nir3km ol lhr
puuldrr Send cdildltl lod ldvorlbin9 mal€rl.
8l lo 7lfl, oeerlng A[., CanoOE Pa.l, CA 913(X.
Publbhgr arlum! m rBponllblllry ld unslkd-
cd mrtr,i!1. Al piolo* ulm,k, qnd m|nusllla
nud bc rffiprniad by ! rtlmpcd rcll
rdd6l3od rotwo .ffilotE. POSilASIER-
SE'{O ADoRESS claAxOCS 10 SEA CLA!|.
srcs, p.o. Box 16r.0. roFrH HoLLwooq
CA eltts. Ple.r. giw ehht to iwls mclt .&
Ercr mllcc ol !dd63 chsngc. Sand bolh 0|d
r.6 w rdd.gs plr€ mriling lrbrl lrom ffit
i!s. I milau.. Subrdiplin .!1.: U.S. .nd po]
!o!dof,!. onc 

'$r 
a355oi sn olhrr 6unt.lcr

lar5o (U.S. lu.rdo. S.Md{h.a potlro0 plld
rt Crnogr P..t, Crllldnl!. .nd addilonsl mling
otflg Pdntld h U,s/\.

W
IIBERTYSHIPSAILINGS

The SS Jererniah O'Btien
sails again for 2 cruiscs in

San Francisco Bay

Sat., May 18, 1991
Sun.,May 19,l99l

Passes arc available for each

day @ $75.00 per pe$on

Scnd your chek now to book
fa passage. Bc sre to *lect dey.

----r-=:--i-

SSI*-bh O'Bricn
F6t Mrsoit Ccntcr, Bl&. A

Srn Fnmiro, CA 9{t2}1J82

fs fudE lr,qirr*, -ff .

l'fud l{ooocs IvGF 9lm-l'pln

(415) 101 ''

f

(Arlior'. collcctlon)



REUNIONS!

tPfitllt$ REttlIOGr 'llll{ls and Region.l Ranrms.' S€PI-!rJ.

Ihe South Ceroline Flotille rill hold r qurrterly reeting ktob€r Xl, lfi rn

thc bcauti{ul City o{ Orrrlestm tt tha 'NAIIIL mSE' {rol 12 to i P.lL .t tle
'OllEF PETW $FICERS' lG$i'accrding to their nerlv elected Secretrv, Jcf{
tleselden 120 Richrdsm Blvd' Lugo{f' 5.C. n078 $3:138-l{9t. Jeff .*s thd
ydr cont.ct Al rnd Kry Parler, Sl{17 Srckey 5t.t Ct'arlestm Heiqht, S.C. ?9118
q[-582-2{53 {or pric€ and {urther in{o as to *tat grte to cntr, etc.

Itte trt60{-llASl{{{nI}*ST llttll-REtlll(l{ rill be held April 2{,1991 in Eugene,

&egar rt the RED.LI{I{ }trIB- rith LfSIER end imY L(II}IOI 8797 lkr-stm tro.dl
Srinq{ield' &. 97{78 l-503-il7-2956 rs HXiTS. lladelen Rigg' hllte rnd Oisr
Kdrse, rnd otheru rill r:sist. (They're learning {rstl!)

Cvl lindr l73l Pilgri. Ave., lltn. Vier, Cr. 94114{l lll967-6{9J rill hct m
&t.tl-tlr 1990 Armd Gurrd af{air at the Castak llotel, 2{Il I. 2nd Street,
Reno, Ml. 805{ll 4It-619-1866 t 145. Rm. Rate. They plal to visit th€ 'IOSS'
CARTnlq{T'S HilD€R(l3l m me of the days thre.

Sr4son, ll.Y. '800T Cflf' Reunims rre being held. Cmtart: Ihuas S.Frcino,
Saqsm lfl II Vetrans, I llagic lh.r Kingsto tl.Y. l2{0t lor inlmatim.

Pittsburqfi, Pa. crer xet {r e third Sat. o{ the srth }llll Ltl0fl}l rt the
Breentree llyriot. Cmtact Jack Cross, ll9 Lytaing ff., Cmgolis, Pa. l5t(E
{12-26+qF8; or Hilff}' ind llot llalolskir 2(P ledqffid Cart, Carneqie, Pa.

t5t06 112-{29-8510. Iheir plans re to host to the Unn€ASI (ll.Jl Retnim in
Pittsburgh, Pr. in the Fell of 199t. Date and place Pending.

Ridsrdr Ve. &s eets at I P.ll. {or a Lrmhean at lftrrism's Ce{e, 7IIF l.
&o.d St.r Richmnd, Va. m the hd Sat. md hosted by Linrcod E.Taylor, 7212

Alyrir Ave.,Rictrrord, Va. ?5,?22|JJI-2IJ-2]IJ3. DIRECII$6!! I-6{ AT mffD S{D

e_s6t0€ EilT-Tmil LEFT il ffilf,tFz nKi Ol tfFT. Tlf LADIES ARE ITWITEIII I00!

llor{olk, Vr. }en reets at lhrrism'r rt Virginia Beech m each {th Saturday

rt I P.ll. Cmtact Robert &rrillt Sl2{l Erockie St.t Virginia &*ht Va. 23t164

t-ql'l-179-{6{8.'(UI-G-T(HERS', visit the }hcArthur's ltusesr domtorn.

Ib tvrdr Crex sharld cmtect Paul end Sydelle Hirsch 4917 Evrgreen 6len Dr

[r3 tbg.s, tiv. 89131 702-658-6t59 rnd glrn a '6lT-T0-6€ll{R' and start yrur
olr dr r greit frirndship of ffifll 6tllR0 'T06EffimESS'. All it takes is r
littlc effct to help hir {ind a private place to tell S€A SlffilES rhile all
ert ltd go shopping. llnt else ie there to do but mjoy yorselves. TRY II

tffiXA CffEl xill hold anothr 'gl-L5€$il{il' in the future, so call lhe and

Jern Crrltm, 6601 Bentoo 5t. Lincoln, t{ebr. 68507 4{n-466-l6g i{ you rre in
the rrer. Ihey cur yil bring yar up-to-date.

T.C. Bertty 10 lexh Rd.,Lale Park, Fl. 531t0 407-626{1438 xants to get those
in r 50 radius together {or a 'R|-LSESSI$|'. His arer code has bern changed

{ror *rrt rppeared in the last 'mlNIER'. He rill hold a 'Ltl$E0lrl'but the
dete, etc. is pending et this tire so cmtact hir.

Gerge llilk {,19 St. Ja*s St., Prt Ltwlotte, Fl. f,5952 813-627-6759 really
has r brll rith those in his arer and visitrs. Ihey leet 7 PIlt fuid Friday of
the rnth rt lgt Fedval 8ilk 8ldg.r Virginir and Teylor Rd. hntr Gorda, FL.

lhey rlso '6IT-T(FGEII[R'tor diflners it other tioes so cmtrct hio!l

Lro tull.gc 57tl9 &r{ton Ih., Lrleland, Floridr 334!9 813-859-1126 rill hold
rnothr t2 0'CL{}C|( l{IIl 'L$f,lf0l'at the Lone Paln Corntry Club in the near

{uturr. He rill advise those oo his list, of dates. For those rhti rill be in
thr rrei :nd rculd like to join in, you lre in {or grert EIf,LSESSI${. Justin
Bleichauf rsls m to agologire to those rho attended the last lunchem there
{or not ettending to sign the 'tl{SflG SAILfi' book he authred. lle had som
pre5sino business thrt corld not i.it. l{ you rould like your bok siqned by

Justin, send it tor JtFTlll GLEICHAIFT 222 Shador lhuntain 0r., El Paso, Texas

7$12 and he nill sign urd return it. His telephone is l-915-58{-6290

Carlo and Adele Tra{icano hes r ner eddress end telephone nurber since the
lrst'P0lllTER'. It is 2tffi E. Eroadray, Apt 160.r llesr, ki:ona 85204 60?-
464-i277. Please lak: e note o{ it. He and Ray 8arbr, 146l H.Kilburn, Tucson,

Az. 0570ti-923t gets th€ crei there together {or CACIIIS AM}'6RlTS'l!.

llational Assoc. 'REE[ T(FS SAILffi', Robrt L. Yates, Sec. Treas.,762 tlendo-

cino Ave. l!5, Santr Rosa, Ce. 95101 (7071 523-44!5 is in Eearch {or all the
crar. They held their 'FIRSI' Reunion this yerr. Contact hin Itr the locatiofl
rnd drte {or the l99l ewnt. lle rlso edits r paper, 'T}E T0ll-ltf'.(lncludes-
AIF, AIA, AlR, ASR, YI9, 56) {}thr Hords,'luBB0AI SAILORS':

llrchant llarine Radiorn Veterans of Il II hes invited all ARI€D GIJAffD SPARKS

to their Reunims. Cotact: 'SPffi(Y' Iynnider 55 Prospect St, Ansmia, Ct.
06101 if interested in catchinq up rith yo.r D0T-00T-DAT lEl-0(nffiI1#-huh!1.

Se rtill hold our lst Sit. o{ each mnth break{ast at GRIFF€I{'S l6{X llo'th
lhrket Dr., Raleighr il.C. Tel-876-{125 (o{{ 15fi} Slock- (lld fl*e Forest Fd}.
Yil're invited to br rith us fr '6RITSr lIUl, 6RAVY ind IiO'GRIIS!l

SPECIAL MIIIE SPECIAL NOTT(E

'Ulsll6 SAItmS{J.S.N,llAVAt ARftl} dJAfil}' by Justin Gleichau{ can be purchased

by smding ClfC( r l{lEY 0RI}€R {a 129.95 to, rnd rrde out to! .uSilAG tll II
I/EIERAIiS' 5712 Prrtridp Lane, Rrleigh, N.C. 276{19. 0n the check at: 'lflfil'
or'F{F'please xrite in'lXtrtlATl$ft USI}S SAILffi'. lh'll have these books on
cansignnent rnd any daratim ovtr olr ictuel costsr rill go torards postrge,
lly ri{e, Hilda, ha: rgreed to parkege rnd return yrur bmks. A 'T0TAL. nurber
of bmkc deliwred xill be giv€n in the next 'P0llIlER'. These books can rlso
bc purchased rt thr S.S. J0il t.mfiil ald local book stores. She'll send thea
urt as frst rs yur cdr ud rre can get ther, :o allor a {er days, please. lh
h*e over l5{l in yatr hrnds nan md ltre to coae. I understand thrt 4ffi rere
printed $d 4ffi ere in circulrtim soefirh€re and they lre printing rore. lt
hrs been vry success{ul lE ARE 8fll6 REfiHIIIED AT LASTII TT{$XS f0 JUSTIN.

lg\/fl- It{STlIlm ffiESS Z162 Genmls }lighxay, ftnapolis,tld. 2t4{ll &XF233-8764
has rany lf II books thcy my be o{ interest to yar or yu.tr {riends. Peter
&okin, Srlet Rep. says {r yul to crll fr a listing. Tell therkred 6uard.

lAl,ES NATIO'|A. Cali{c'-nir 0irector llary }1. Barer, 122{1 Johnssr lk.r 5p. t52r
Ventrt, Cr. 93IlJ gF-6{-2183 is in search fr all the hH ll lldtl/ES, o if
yar &na the *tereabotr o{ these rsrder{ul ladies, please contact her. lhry
tlas l ffitll dJml) $lE lrd hr husland, Cpil, nas r Rll/c of the A.6. crer,

Attend th€ llini of yur choice. 6o *rile yor can and enjoy the brotherly love
rnd friendship uoog the best crer. *ro ev€r Eriled the rrters. Jhe ladies are
to encange hit to tale partll Yur've carried hir this {ar!l 6EI l{lll T0 Tlf
Rttlll{lE!! lf I hlre left art rnyure *ro holds meting rith the crer, lrt e
knor end yat rill br cdnted in tlre next tire. Give re place, date and hor to
get threll I can send to yur addressed lebels of those in yoir; area desired
rt yur reryest if you'd like to get ther together. PLtAS€l 00 ltOl llAlc Pt-At'lS

Fm A REltll(ll TtE lEGrm {f $I{r8€R l2tht mi t9th oNt Tt€ EAST CmSTr $fItL

lhstroyr Esqgrt A sociatim's l99t lhtional Rernion dates can be obtained by

Cotrcting: ftn 6lrsr, P.0. Bor 6&IES 0rlerdo' FI.3ru8{IES 47-Sn-7671.
Xrny trred 6urrd rere m IEs in lll lt rllren they needed 'EIPERlEltrEl} 6U$GRS'.

LST ASS0.lhtionel Reunim rill be held SEPT.2-9' l99t at the CLffilOl lltlTEL in
Ier &lelte, La. Contact tli&e and Linda Gunjalt P.O.Bor 167438' Toledo' Gtio
{3616-7{Jg l-&}(F228-5870. lhey have a grert LST llerrprper.

Prtrol Crrfts Sailor's Assc., Cmtact: Joe lGllihrt P.0.8ox 232t Cadridget
lfl 12816{ru2. lhny ked &trrd srved rith this thit and they have a paper.

Itpy xill hold their 4th l{rtimrl Ranixr {/18-2lr l99l at the LAIIHAfiK HIIEL
in lletaire, La. (ll€r &lerm is r srturb-l'r toldl!l

kry kred 6uard Gunn€ri should cmtact C€ll Claude J. 8*kest 822 Teton Crt.t
Livrrre, Ca. 94550. He is seeking all kry Prsmnel *to served as gunners

urtil the U.S.ll.ArEd &rard Cren cre onboard. Claude, rc rclco* you and the

crar to join us in Saltilrer f!. {r our l99l Natimal Ranion.

Th€'Sen Antonio, Teras Breakfast Club'rill hold a qurrterly reeting rt 8lt5
A.ll. llec. I, 1990 at llyatt's Crleteriar Loop 110 ll.E, and lesro Dr. lhey ray
have somthing planned {or evening of 'PEARL H0RB(IR DAY' Ihcsrber 7, t990 and
fr those *o rould coc over end spend the night and be tith then,'HI({M'
at the 'ltll*{lFE IESIEOI rcl&' 94? Loop {10 ll.E. S.4,, Tex. t-800-89-ttl65.
Ee sure to tell thea ffif,!' RJARD! The Hosts are George and Francis Hastings
26ll lloodbury, 5.4. 78217 l- 512-824-3636 and Lloyd and |terityn Thoten 6m7
&chrcod 1k.,5.A. Texas 78239 l-5t2-6t-2708. RElfl{8ER PEARL lll{)??

Jirny and Firie Rog€rs 34{15 Lariat Lr, Crpus Christi, Tx 784t5 512-852-3429
vill host a Texas Regimal rt the Holiday Airport &tober 5-6, t990. Cmtact
ther {or {urther info. I hoge yal get this in tie to be rerinded to go and
hlre {m rith ther i{ you rre in the erer, YdJ Emf,D Yqn,LISERW.I!

Kansrs llini-Rer.rnim 'lhlES HA1E Hfil C1#l!68), to (ktobr 6, tg90 rccordinq to
Ilon 6leasm, 227 llrth Knor, Topeka, Ks. 66606 913-23{-6{Wt the Host, lkite
or crll hil tor tire lrd place. lhey alrrys hrve e great tire, so rould yor!

0klahore lllni rill be hosted by Olrn and Lillian llitchell 3628 S.Parkvier Ave
&l$ora City, 0kla. 73119 105-682-t989 rt the Sflthgate ltotel, SE-Slst-l-3S
in {*l$mr City. }h has 39 in tmr rho should rtteod rnd tetk StfD qJnR0ll
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ArEsl !8, l99O
Yru OfiX ttIH lf! (crll A:01'Salt Robrt hrys' nho is still sriling rnd ie
sur leavirg ar ttre 'llILlMY SEltlFI' Srys: 'lllSl Cfl0{ll DlSflltlER il€L 0GA|{S

tnfss l{€ ms flf qtffi T0 L(ffi sl&lT $ LAro'. ${nH sAl[ll6t RoEERTI !

Ihosr cf yru rttrnding ttte'S.S. n-ff( mIffi (fREHllY'r rc have I scuba divr
dro hrs wlmte€red to dive don, rttach an rny remntos {rtn yor to the ship

rnd rre plur to crlt . Fe.th owr ttp S.S'H-AC( P{lttfi SIIE. lhe Coest 6uard

rill do the lbnrs, in case of bad rleathr. It has elnaYs been pretty so {ar
at rll trr {unctims. I ns looking rt T.V. recently and srr tkee bearti{ul
ho*s in llerrprt, ftrode lstand that ne hope to Yisit Hhile thre. Seeinq the

hores is rrth the visit in itsel{. tlaybe tte can 90 to see th€. on the tolr.
I hoge to hrve the ship erd nax lists fr yct to lok over of those re have

located so frr, at the 'l€lfmT mRRt0T HOIEL'. l{ ycr'd like to dmate to the

Plaque, se,nd it to; &rry Greaves, t43 East Killinqly Rd, Fostert RI 02S25.

Th€ R.C.N.A.-0.E.}1.S. ritl return to llil{m mY. htrrio' Caneda {or their
Ilth toinual ftg$im lhy 17-20, 1991. Cmtect: 37th R.G.N.A. *rual Ratniut
P.0. 8or tlF7, lhurderbry, (ht. P7C {I9 (8071 6?2-3058. Ihis is the haetort
o{ our gmd 'AIXPTED' friend, Ta Andrsqr (0€l$l *to hes rttended 9 of ilrs.
As I read their nerslettr, I noticed r*rere lor has sop herlth grobler but

is nfl brcl to driving. Bet nell Ia {or lre rrnt yor to be rith the cra m

the S.S. JOll l. BR(HI. lhug Seghton of lhundr Eeyt teepr re m their rail-
ing lirt utd I noticed that they hrd :oc Aood rerindrs listedt :uch as;

l)0 Y(U RB€O€R: Ihrt Argust of t9l5 rrs r busy ronth thrt changed li{estyles
iensely. A. tugu:t 6thr the rtaic bmb ras drogped m HIR0$llM. (h August

6th, arothr ras dropged m 106A5A(1. lh Atgust l5r 1915r the ll.E.ll.S tl{{ice
received . cssaget SPLIE tl€ llAlt{ ERlltE

t. tl.ll. Governcnt hac annqlced that the Jagrnese hrve surr€ndred.
2. All of{ensiva ogretims ara therefore to ceas€ {rthrith.
3. Soe tic rlst ehpse befre the .ctutl instruxot of surrendr

is signed.nd be{ore it is cleir J4rnesa lorces have r€ceivd
and intend to carry out the instructims o{ their high comand

rccording by danger ol rttack by individurl enry sur{ace

crafts, U Eoats and rircrr{t rry grsist {r sutim to EorE.

It las S+t. 2, l9{5 thrt the surrendr dau:nt xes signed m the Eattleship

llissouri (BB-6J).
(kred fuard Patricl R. BarrY {ror t.Spring{ieldr lla ras onboard rt the tim.)

II{ IflffiY (r qN O€PMIED SHIPIIAIES

D€ceased rince July 2, 199{l liling o{ the 'P0lllT€R'.

t read ln lllP POII|IER that tdr EE tryttg to l€atr 8@ ttEl gaE y@ 8@
tage for Radlo R@ ard tlnEht tlEt I mld slEre . lgEto tlDt I tEE hrd for
tlE last 47 l€E 6 .y keydEln.

IU ls a telEltrg ttg for tlE qfO{ERS IGITS leker that I $rdnged fr@ tlE
shlg d a ralnder of !V tlE aboard ttE SS N,EXAND€R l4tllr+.

I Jolned tls lbw 6 ry l7tn btrthday ln 1943 ard t@k Bots at sarpcon N.Y.
After bot tff E Ere €t to Norfol.k for 16 gurery tFtritg. After 4 leeka
o! tlEt E EE at to tlE IXoCD q.nRD CEIIER .t 52t!n and lst Aw. ln BrEldyn
N.Y. ltEE E rla,ed ordeE ard Ere shlpped to N.o.B. ln Norfolk to go.bard
tlE NXx. tqtTDl. ft ru tlp tlEt f dtreEd H\rr!h16 tav, ttEt anythltE thal
@ld go vmg uld Eo ys!g. StE Ea @ of the flFt Llbeltlea bllt atd ln
lEvy @a str csrca. sfEgGn€d and dE med ard sang a sq tlEt mld chill
Gt ey attoF tBrt, ep€taUy @ tlEt Es a clvltlil Jut . fd @tlE agp,

l{e hlt ttE effets of r hEl@ th.t tEd Left Bemd. and for 4 daya I ha
e slck thau lf I sfd IEE c6yled to tt€ 81de, I Just my IEE deciated to
dl! for lt. bt a6 fat€ uld tEE tt, rt ttE 4d of 4 day6, I hs @r lt and
lE@ ne@r bsl easlci( agaln,

ls E appr€cied ttp stnlts of GtbraLtar, re lEd to fom @ll[E of tE
to pq6s thmEh. It w abdrt tlE blaclcst nlEhl ttst I tEE m 

'EDry 
atrd at

abdrt nidntqiit, rethlng ramd ff atidoard bora. lt %a rer detemltEd riE!
tt w. q6[atlo RrEd fm. sb to il ,l!q Barge. lh(E t]E l€ ru b6.
lEd a sl.lt ln tt abdrt 20 cet 16lq dd 3 fet elde. tle Ere fored to puu lnto
AlEleE for sEDalE vlllch t@k eEat Eka. It Es ltEre tlEt I lsEEd a lot
a.bqrt tlE Prsrdr people.

Alter lEpalrs G procledd to tbPl4 rhlch Ea ru d6tlEtld lnd off ldded
tr 6190. Aft€r ttEt F Ed€ a erls ol ahuttle w lEre dd theE and snd
rp back ln N.pl@ t€dl,rq l@ and Eupplls rhlih afttsrgh E dtd rcl lcfr lt,
ns degtined for ttE lllzlo BEAO!{EAD.

l{. r€c.H ,r}lzlo a the 27th of Jao. al dah. l8 E Ere pultltq lnto the
"harbor" I spott d tlf,l' sparkl€ dlr€tty @rhead at rtEL Nt haw En abqrt
20.(m fet. liEt Ere @ty vl6lbl.e rfH OPt banked and ttE ru rell€ted off
tJE bottd of tfEtr slnqB. IlEre Es oly a skelete crd at tl€ fomrd 3'5(l
Es s ttE thle of G ldded ard hlt€d. rt6 ttEy d@, lt Es m ttE berctt
and rc far aEy rt tlEt ttE. elnE the Polnter, I ns Eltltq for @thltlg
to 6t€r rV elqilrt€. fs lt tuned dt. rct m 6tDl cB flr€d and I tat€r t@k
a rlbblnE @ttlrg D ufthlnE fp'E&* frer' to 'Chld(q e-t'. I told ttE
tlEt riE t had rethlnE to sE at, Ird slrt. I hs lnforcd l.t€r t/t ttE
GrmB Xat€ that a tar!€t tr tDu l4ortet, a barage 88, after all the
tarQqf€E Ee ft'lnE fd ttE ltlo. I tEd rc probrd after ttEt.

On tlE 2nd day I cleertenced @ of tlE Gt fdtastlc slqtlts of tly crc.
I grmr EEar Raigr '**,"' Rslt!& Bde E ! bllmr. A lE6sHldt @
Aom fw ana Ede a pas qulte . El6 f@ N lhlp alGt as lf In &flre.
t* lEd ordeB rct toflrc @tlt EtE ordeE ttrt Rot'bie JBt srt&!'t pes tile
oe up. lb let at abdlt a 3 esd brrat f@ ht8 2h and JBt eE ret a yo
ple.e cupped tfE Fri vlrg f@ tlE ptm at about ttE Ylng !@t. I q atEt
lEElrc tha ptlot belng a6 aurprleed as E rere. 'ROBIE rer get dsr€d oC
for ttEt breadr of ordera.

ctqStEst A. !rl'!D

a

Al{ord
Alsnd
Brckmdor{
Calcrgino
C:rter
Cilino
Cook (l|l-!,
llermier
0i 0ttio
Fotlr
6ergel
lhrfid
lhrdin
Krr
Krerle
Knop{
t&ltm
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0lrEon
Prul
Pioli
Plrzzol
Pol icicchio
Foli{rme
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$rlu
Stewts
Turnr
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Silver Creek
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Toole
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Pc-t Ritchie
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Duwrs
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Evelyn
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Fredrick L.
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lhan K.

Chytm
Rrtmnd 8.

lbnann H.

Ednrrd Ervin
Lin S.
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Ro0ert 0.
John Albert
llorinic
Tmy
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U.S.NAVY AR}IM GUARD AT.ID U.S. MERCHANT MARINE WW II VETERANS
MEMORIAL SMVICE AND PLAQUE DEDICATION CEREMONY

NOVEX.{BER 11- 13 , 199O

TO HONOR T}IE CRE1II OF T}IE S.S.BLACK POINT-THE LAST SHIP SUNK IN TI{E ATLANTIC
T}IEATRE IN WW II ON MAY 5, 1945, 3.2 I.{ILES OFF POINT JUDITH, RI{ODE ISLAND

MAKE YOUR HOTEL RESiMVATION DIRECT TO THE NElf PORT MARRIOTT, 25 AMERICA'S CUP
AVE, NEWPORT, RI 02840 1-800-458-3066 0R 401-849-1000. BE SURE TO LET THEM
KNO$' IT IS LISTED U}.{DER "U.S.N. ARMED GUARD" AND "U.S. MERCHANT MARINE" WVI TI
VETERANS WHB.T CONTACTING HOTEL TO GET OUR ROOM RATES. THIS IS IMPORTANTIIII

ROOMS RATES ARE E6O.OO SINGLE OR DOUBLE. FIRST NIGHT'S DEPOSIT IS REQUIRED.

NOV. 11, 199O SUNDAY DINNER-----6: 30 PM
NOV. t2, t99O MONDAY BREAKFAS?--7 : 3O AM
NOV. 12 , t99O BUS TRIPT+tt--------9. OO AI.{

AT I,IARRI OTT HOTEL---------.
il ta

s

19.OO
7.50

10. oo
14. OO
32.OO
14.50

EA.
EA.
EA.
EA.
EA.
EA.

(TO POINT JUDITH).---'
I(IIBOAT TRIP TO S.S.BLACK POINT FOLLOWS POINT JUDIT}I CERE},{ONY--

NOV. LZ , L99O I{ONDAY DINNER-----7 : OO Plt r' " rr

NOV. 1 3 , 1990 TUESDAY BREAKFAST-8 : 30 AM I' r' 
'r

XIIBUS TRIP INCLUDES TOUR OF NEIIPORT, RI AFTER CEREMONY. THOSE ELECTING
NOT TO TAKE BOAT TO BLACKPOINT WILL STAY AT POINT JUDITH TIL OTHERS RETURN.
PARTICIPATE ONLY IN T{HAT YOU DESIRE. MARK BELOW AND RETURN TO HOST-GREAVES.

I,IAKE OUT CHECKS FOR MEALS, BUS AND BOAT RESERVATIONS TO:
"GE:RALD GREAVES-USNAG" 143 E.KILLINGLY RD. FOSTER RI O2A25 TEL-1.4O1-647-22!2

***CUT, COPY, OR h,RITE TIHAT YOU DESIRE TTROM BELO9I. CHECK IS YOUR RECEIPT.*,t*

PLEASE RESffiVE:
TOTAL

Ltttl/90
tLt12t9ol
LLtt2t90/
tLtt2t90.
rLtt2t90
tltt3/90

s 19. OO
$ 7.50
$10. oo
$ 14. OO
$32 . OO
$14.50

EACI{
EACH
EACH
EACH
EACH
EACH

SUNDAY DINNER
MON. BREAKFAST
BUS TRIP
BOAT TRIP
MON. DINNM
TUESDAY BREAKFAST

s

- ;;;;; 
-;;;- 

;;; ;;;;-;-;;; ; : :
0

CHECK NUT.{BER-- TOTAL AMOUNT EI.TCLOSEDS

CUTOFF DATE IS OCTOBER 20, 1990. ANY RESERVATIONS AFTER THIS DATE WILL DEPE}ID
ON AVAILABILITY SO PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATION NOTI. TI{E PARKING T{ILL BE FRE
FOR ALL THOSE STAYING AT THE MARRIOTT. EVERYTHING IS "FIRST COME-FIRST SERVE"

LAST NAI{E --FIRST- MIDDLE--

LADY

GUEST(S)

STREET RFD BOX APT

CITY ---
RV,S, CAI,IPERS, ETC. WILL HAVE TO I{AKE THEIR OWN ARRANGEI{H.TT, BUT YOU CAN TAKE
A PART IN ANT OR ALL ACTIVITIES LISTM ABOVE.

OUR I{OTTO 9'AS ''VIE AIM TO DELIVB'' WE DID

I
i
tt

I

I
l

i
il
I
a
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V@VAGE UPDATE

O{ATR[}N V(}VA6E S(}LO (}[JT : SEC(}ruB TRIP T(} BE (IFFEREB

BECAUSE OF THE GREAT DE]{AT{D, t{E HAVE DECIDED TO OFFER A
SECOI{D TRIP FOR THOSE WHO WERE UTIABTE TO GET RESERVATIOTIS
FOR THE FIRST TRIP. PROVIDED SUFFICIE]IT RESERVATIO]IS ARE
RECEIVED EV T'ID-AUGUsT. THE SECOilD VOYAGE TTILL TAKE PLACE
THE DAT AFTER THE llATROlI VOYA6E. RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY!

LAIIEDRVD@GK[N]6DELAVSV@VAHES

DIFFICUTTIES III SCHEDULIIIG SUFFICIEIIT DRYDOCK TI]IE TO COIIP-
LETE ALL THE WORK REQUIRED TO PUT THE SHIP II{ STEA}IITIG
COIIDITIOil I{AVE FORCED A DELAY II{ THE ]IATROII VO?ACE PAST
THE TET{TATIVE DATE OF SEPTE]IBER 8TH.

AFTER THE DRTDOCKI]IE 15 CO}IPLETED AtT TICKET HOLDERS I{ILL
RECEIVE 45 DATS 

'{OTICE 
BEFORE THE SCHEDULED SAILIIIG DATE.

PROJECT VOLUIITEERS ARE Y{ORKII{6 HARD TO ETISURE THAT AtL
TICKET HOTDERS WITL EXPERIE]ICE A SAFE ATD ETJOYABLE TRIP,
OT{E THAT I{ILL BE ITORTH Y,AITII'IG FOR! IIIE APPRECIATE YOUR
PATIETCE A]ID SUPPORT.

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAYII

YESI I uant to malrc thls hlstorlc voJrage" Donatton for one guest..$l5o. for two guests..025o,
for three guests..S33o. for four guests..$4oo. addtilonal guests at $loo each.

nl'na address

.i0

E Check enclosed ln the amount of
"ProJect Llberty Shlp'.
tr Charge VISA
Card
Number

for reservatlons. Make checks payable to

MASTERCARD for resernatlons.
Exo.
dafe Slgnature

If the voyage ls fully booked when my reservaflon ts received. place me on the
standby llst-or. sign me up for the second voyage_

Page 1 1
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T0c' l{il-LtAtls, MVAL GUililER

Ia[ A. ]fiLum, 0l'lSA #3495

straddled the DARE, but luck hcld and none scored e hlt. It
ras thcn thst the EI{PIRE STEVENSoN Has hlt yhile carrying r
load of nunitlons. She blcy up and venishcd taklnS 40 of her
crev and 19 gunners vlth her. For "Doc" in his gun tub and
others, it ras a monent to think fleetingll of the potential
bonb they rere defending. Nhen thc snole clearcd, th€re xag
nothinS left of rhe EyPIRE STEVENSoN save for sone very snall
bits of flotson.

At ebout 1055, a subnarine periscope vas sighted on the port
bean. The heln ras put hard over and a torpedo spcd ecross
thc DARETs bor. One of t:re Srey yolves had found the DARE.
Around ll00 snother torpcdo yas seen hcading dlrectly for thc
ship, but for sonc rcason it veered off and nlsscd. Small
groups of planes ryere seen overhead and were fired upon. Then
the torpedo planes xere sDotted screaning lnto thc convoy at

Readers yill no doubt be uell ayare of ny rather tenaclous
pcnchart for rrlti.ng on various aspects of nerchsnt seanen at
wlr. This !ine, horevcr, I rould like to saluts, throu8,h the
expericnces of one naval gunner, the Nsval Arned Guard. To
thcac Srllant 3allorr felt thc esslgnncnts of nanning the glrns
sboerd rorchant ships. AssiSnnent aboard a nerchant ship
carried only ono naln guerentee, end that ras thlt you rere
golng to be thc naln target of the enenyrs destructive right.
lndeed, often nerchant seanen augnsnted the gun crexs, but
tho story of the Naval Amed Guard ls onc that hr3 becn forgot-
telr ovcr the passing ycars. At this point in tine, scrious
histori.ns are nore thrn woll avars of the lonS-standing policy
of the governnent to eredlcate thc nerchant seenen fron the
pegcs of our hlstory. sadly for thc Dcn of thc Nav.l ArDed Guard,
their sssignnents aboard nerchant ships have elso caused then to
be l€ft out ss yoll. obviously, the asslgn;ents of the sailots
ln th€ ArNed Guard were not thb cnvy of the Naval servlcc. Thclr
lot rrs not thc rlcck tin cans nor battlc yagons that nany per-
ccivod rs thc "rerl" Nav),. They arrived at pi6rs and usnt up
the gangra)'s of nerchant shlps. Thcy salled quletly. no bress
bands plrylng TTANCHORS AwEtcHrr, and for 3one 1810 of thc! thc
vo)'sgc yes one to eternity. Of the 27 of thsn who Horo POI{S'
f5 piid the full aeasure. Theirrs vas unselfish service and
nore oftcn than not, seeulngly thanklcas lcrvlce,

Tho onlt asard of the united states Merchant lfarlnc that was
ertended to thc nen of the U.s. Navy ras the callant ship
Citatioa Bar. fith only 207 of thssc ayards to nen of the
U.s. Navy, it rust ranl as a very scarce arard to that service.
{Docrr fllllans, Bosun USNR vas ono of those brave 207 nen.

Doctor Pranllin l{illlans, r'Docrr to his frlends rent un the
gangvay of the brand ncy libgrty ship VIRGINIA DARE in Junc of
1912. He yas to nake a passage that would be so etch€d in his
Eind that he clearly renenbers th€ cold ctuel 3ea and thc
bllstcring eneuy fire to this day. "Iloc'r uas going on yhat vas
regarded as a suicido run, the bloody run to North Russia.

llhile cn route fron Phtledclphla to Hobolen, the ITARE yent
rground. Shc vgs put lnto drydock to rep.ir any danagos. ller
cargo xas unloaded and then later re-loaded upon leaving dry-
dock. Then the Russlen egents cene aboard and ordered sll the
cargo off-loadcd again. All thc food and othcr niscellancou3
c$go caai off. Th. Sovicts wore against the boards and'
although short of food, they dld not want a square foot of
cargo space used for enythlng but tanks, guns. and anuunltlon.
Thc DARE vas loaded yith cratcd aircraft, tanksr trucks, snall
arns atrrunition, snokeless poHdsr, and 1200 tons of TNT. The
only consoletlon for the crirv vas that lf she vent up, the end
vould be quick as a blinding flash of light vaporized the ship.
tf thcrc was any doubt in anyoners nind vhere they uera bound,
the glrls in a locsl gln nlll told then not only thelr dcstina'
tion. but also the route they would take. The use of copPer
n3ils yas a givo-away that the cargo was to lnclude nunltlons.
The local bai sas Later closed, but so nuch for yartiuc
securi ty.

l{ith her holds bulgin8 ylth htgh explosives, th" ltghtly
arned libelty ship polnted her boHs to the North Atlantic.
Just prior to their arrival at Sydne, Cape Breton a periscopc
ras spotted, and his gun crcH had only tlne to send
tro rounds rhistling in thc directlon of the subnarine. Nothing
furth€r took place, and they proceeded to thcir rnchoragc at
Sydnoy. Due to thclr c!r8o, thc/ rere ancholcd ss fer out e3
posslble. The harbor vas filled yith ships flying thr fl8gs of
rnany Allled natlons. ln due coursc, the DARE sallcd for lccland
and a long walt beforc going on to North Russle. lhc tire in
Iceland xas nonotonous for thc gun-ners, for unllle tha lcrcblnt
seanen rho had to nalntain thc ship, thcy dld not hsye .ll thrt
nuch to do. Golng ashorc ras not perrittcd, but vherc thcrc ls
a s111, there is a vay, and under the guise of llfeboat drills,
sone of the crey and gunners got ashore for softball ganes.

Then cane the day when vord spread llkc xildfire anong thc ship3
ln the harbor. Radlo operetors could hear the calls for help
fror bonbed and torpedocd shtps. They yere the cries fron thc
abandoned nerchant ships of Convoy PQ-17. It Bas a tren€ndous
blow to noralc to learn that the Royal Navy and the U.S. ilavy
had run in thc faco of thc enelt, rbandoning the convoy to
certaln destruction. Hovevcr, Let us bsar in nind that thc
orders catre fron on htgh and hoy it nust have gnawed s.t those
Naval officers Hho had to comply rith such an order. Most
would havc prcferred to talc on the TTRPITZ even lf the odds
Yere not so good.

In tine, the DARE and others got thelr salling orders for Scot-
land and then to fom up lnto Convoy PQ-18. It vas not 8oln8to bo an)' cakeralk clther. ThG Gcrnans had tasted blood 8nd
another Juicy convoy rould help up thc tonnage score for thr
U-Boats and aircaaft.
On the 12th of Septembcr, the flr3t eneny plene vas slght€d.
It stayed vell out of the ranSc of enti-aircrgft firc and
headed back east yith its jo/ous ncys to the ruggcd Norrcglan
coast. I'Doc'r 8nd the others knel, thls plane res the fore-
runner of death and destructlon. They did not havc long toyait. 0n the llth thc enely csne fron the sky and fron tho
sea, The battlc started and plan?3 frol the escort carrior
rere launched to neet the eneny but soon rctulned. The gune
aboard the DARE yere nanncd and ready. A vessel vas totpcdoed
in the outer column of the starboard sidc of the convoy, and
she rent dorn ln about elght illoutcs. Thosa of h€r crey that
survived got aya). ln thc boats. Then ono of thc llberty shlpr
yas hit lnd sunl. Ey nou thc cnem)r rras attacklng ln earncst,
and bonbs vere falling all over the convoy. Four bonbs

ibout 100 fcet above the sea off the sterboard bov. As they
cane lnto rangc, the gunners opened fire Hith all thev had,
trylng to put up e curtain of deeth for the eneny planes to
fly through, But the Gernans werc not easily discouraged,
rnd they pressed honc thcir attacks. Then one, soemingly
pluckier than the rest, cane et th€ DARE at about 75 fe€t above
the vatcr and net rlth a blisterin8 h8i1 of fire. Thc plane
started to snoke, havlng been hlt, but th€ pilot released hi5
torpedo bcfore falling into thc sea astern of the ship. The
toriedo nissed the DARE, but caught the ship directly behlnd
hcr. Thc brttls vaged on, and the DARE's gunners brought
down another cneny plsne. Hurricana fiShters fron the escort
carriot vcrc aloft and chasing the Gernan planes, and no snall
rEount of credlt should be given those brave fliers vho often
chrsed th. enemy through friendly fir. Pressing hone their
ettscks, Thelr-courage ras unsuipassed in thia bEttlc. The
battlc rcnt on all dai until the trex secured fron General
Quarter3 at tYllight.

Earl)r 1n thc rnorning of the l4th, th€ Srltish tanker ATHEL
TEI.'PLER uas torpedoed by a subnarine, but faillng to sink, she
had to bc finished off by a British destroyer. General quarters
ltag soundcd at 1230 as l3 torpedo planes appeared on the horizon
flylng very lov, as yas thelr hrbit. The escort ships opened
Hlth a wlthering fire xhich caused the fornation of plenes to
scatter. They rc-grouped and cancrinto the attack in pairs
fro! directly forrard and fron the port side of the convoy,rrDocrr.nd tho rest of the DARE's crew Here ready for then. The
plsnes can6 ln, and as they passed, the ships opened fire rith
thelr nachine guns straffing the decks. one plane uas shot
dorn by one of the forHard 20 nn guns and angther exploded when
hit by I round fron the forHErd 3 inch gun. A third plane was
levellng off to .ttacl the DARE broadside uh€n she ues hit by
ona of thc DARETS Sunners, The hit caused the plane to try and
gain 8ltltude b clear the bov of the DAltE, but ln so doing, the
plane crashed into thc side of the MARY LUCKENBACH. A trenendous
explosion penetrrted the f4 hatch cover and finally lodSed lao
feet fron 400 tons of TNT in that hold, Pieces of netal fell
all over the ship. These uere parts of the l.lARY LUCKENBACH.

on thc lsth, sone high lev.l bonbing vas done by th. Gernans'
and subnarines again-aoved in for tf,e klll. The DARE rss nissed
again. Fron then to the 20th, the creH of the DARE vere lloro
often at Ceneral, Quartcrs than not. All hands were exhausted
fron the long batile, but the DARE y.s a lucky ship for hor
crew as not one nen Has killed during the passage of PQ'18.
This uas, of course, due in no snall par! to the tenacity of
the nen if the Navai Arned Guard and ihe nerchant seanen rho
fought side by side to keep their ship afloat.

Later, "Doc" received a Letter of Comendation fron the
Secreiary of the Navy. I rould lile to include this 8s it shoYs
the over:all devotioir to duty that uas th€ norn of thc nen of
the Naval Arned Guard during the var.

THE SECRETARY 0F THE NAVY takes Pleasure in
connending you for excePtional bravery and
endurance in defendins th6 Unitod StatEs
nerchantnan (VIRGINIA DARE) aboard vhich you
rere a nenbsr of the amcd gusrd unit during
an extrenely dangerous vint-r voyage through
the North Atlantic uar zon€.
A report of thc exPerience teveals that the
convoy of vhich your vessel was a nenbe! ras
boDbed relentlessly fron thc air during clcar
veather at all hours for an entire Eonth and
throughout the suceeeding nonth Yas fo?ced to
battle stations on 52 occasions' Yat the nen
of the Navy gun crev in the nidst of falling
bonbs, torleiloes and flying shrapnel engaged -their'oppoilents vith suth ierrific barrages of
unfailiir! deadly fire that they successfully
saved their shin frorn destruction and provcnted
nany aircraft fior even venturing vithin bonbtng
ranle. l{hen a Messerschaitt t09 suddcnly divcd
ovei sone objectivcs oD a nearby beach end beforc
a varning coild be sounded you and Seadan Fitst
Class Senn instantly Put forth fror your gun a
bonbardnent of accutate Yithering fire which sent
the plane lnto a flaning crash. Your couragcousl
aggrcasive flghting spirlt on the above
oscaslon was in lceping vith the bcst
trsdltlons d the Naval Servlcc.

Aftar losvtnS tho VIRGINIA DARE, "Doc" fllllans uont abolrd the
EXECUTM vhere hi9 luck ran out. The shlP Yas torPedoed in
tha lcy Arctlc oc€an betueen Bear Island 8nd Spitzbcrgen.
survlvcd and vent regulat Navy after that. Hc served ln the
Paclflc TheEtre and atttined the rank of Chief Bosun Mate. .

Today "trng" tlilllams can be found haunting his favorite iishlng
spot3r but fro[ tlne to tlne, he cannot hclp but think back on
thosc dark days of Horld l{ar II *hen hc survived thc suicide
run to North Russig.
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Our POST OFFICD bOX has not been cloaed

Thanhg co alert lrrg phone cal Lc fron acoreS of aupportera
rnd Ndvy Log uemberc, ue found that Lhc Poat Offlce had
erongly returned nrall addreeued to Bor 96570. The envelopee
rerurned to aenders uere narked "box C.l,oeed for Nonpayoeat
of R.euc, l,raahlnBton, D.C."

The box rent had been pald by the bank that handles our Dall

Ue have no ldea hoy nuch nall uaa recurned. The Post Offlce
baa apologt-zed bur can not tell ue hov long thle hag been golng
on or how nuch nall la lnvolved.

Unfortunately, ve knov fron your calls that badly needed
contrlbrrtlonc to che Vlsltora Center Conatructlon Sund yere
reCurncd.

Lf your donatlon vae returned,
any lnconvenletrce to you.

please send ,.t back. lJe reSret

"t+

t{ Tho on

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL
Ilttt cuss fttMrl No rttlt w^tdri0toN, o,c.

h)tlact wilI at f^tu sY u.t- xAvy Mtsott^Lruu|oanoi

United Slates Navy Mcmorial Foundatlon
P.O. Box 96t7O
Washlngtnn, D.C. 2Ut77 -7 6A,

ililt No PosuSc
N(69ry
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As teell-age sailor, San Diegan
survived Murmansk run, POW camp

R.H. Growald

says they never saw on shiP their
commandiag officer, a new ensign

"He stayed dowu in his cabin Sea'

sick. 0r somelhing,"
A mid-Atlantic storm destroYed

ooe of ltrC four lileboats. ThomPon
helped ddtroy a German mine with
machinegun lire At night tbeY saw

Oisteot nuhes and leard erplosions;

the U-boats wercbitting

The sbip rns {00 miles off tte
Norregian ces( heading north. for
Muroaask, Russia. A Gerrun plane
dropped four bobs. They erploded
alongside. The cogire died

A Farler tored tte ship bact to
Icelaod. On Jrne ? tte Carltou tried
agaia Sbe Pircd Allied convoy
PQI?. PQIT sailcd ilto r horror ol
trlstory.

PQ17 includcd 3{ ship oo the Mur.
mrnst ru. Gsmals U+oats- atd
plancs sank 2l ?te Carlton wes ooc

of tbe 23
'Tbe Royd l{rv}'said tbe Gernu

beavy cruiser mo Tirpitr was com'
ing 6r us lte eommodore told al
ships 0o scatter. ltat vas 9 p.m. ot

tle Foorth of July t9O.
"Eleven hour later a German tor'

pedo hit us auidships."
Tbe blast tsed Ttompson out o

bed A metal door slammed oo bit

arn uappiog hist He srestled free
F'lameq smole and st€am slowed hil

oat! totbedecl.' O! dect !e fold his mates aban
doobg sbip.

"At last I srv tle etdgn. He wa:
goirg over tle ride."

Tbe blast bad Hlled two merchan'
s€alren. Arother died iumping over'
boar0 lte rcst reacH the one sur'

viviog lUeboat and four life rafb
'Te bad to. We knew you'd live onll
five or sir milutes in the Arctit
water."

The Germaa U-boat surfaced. Il
circled the $rvivort. Tbey watched
tle Carlton sint, oose first. Tbe U'
!6a1 yeniched

German seaplane bomben landed.
ftey canied most survivors into
uptivity. The rest reacbed German-
rrupied Norvay oo a rafL

"When the Gerrnans came, the en-
sigo tosed his gun into the water. He
ioew l, too, had a revolver, Toss it,'
he said. Go to hell, I said," Thompson
seys,

But to get the Germans to llY to
shore the one injured gun creeman'
Tbompon had to drop his weaPon.

At first, in northern Norrtay,
ltompson says the Germans lodged
the sailors in a camp full of starving
ilnssian prisoners.

"Ite Germans gave us Americars
a weat barley oup. With bits of
wbale blubber or something. We
gave wbat we could to the Russiau.
They fught lor it"

In Gernany, bis capton grilled the
l&yearold. He ras one of tbe Ger-
mans'lirst Arnericau prisonen IIe
gave $e Germans only bis namq
rant and serial oumber. lte Ger-
maos g.ve bim soliiary.

At a POW camp near tbe German
port of Bremeq his captors ordered
Ttompon and Il other Americans to
help clear the city ol Allied bombing
rubble Nein, sard the 13. The Geneva

Conveotiou is suDposed to bar POWs

doing war work.

"A guard bayoneted me. Still have
the scar on my rigbt leg. And we got
30 days'solitary."

In l9{{ Thompeon and two others
bribed German guards. Red Ctw
parcels for German money and
map. They got a compass aod civil-
ian clothes. Ttey'd escap!

"A Britbh POW rattcdou tts Here
.ame tle Cestapo. ney torc apqrt
our barracts rmm. Ttey grabbed ev-
erytling:

"later we beat the hell out of the
Britis! rat " ttompon uys.

For l9{,1's Fouth of July he helped
steal e German sheeL "We POWg
slcpt oa hay wi$ our lice" Ttey used
rcd aad blue paint

"We made Old Glory. We hung it
out at roll call on the Fowth. A Brit-
lsh friend sounded ctlors on a bugle
God, was tbe German canp com-
mandaat furious

"8ad to mlitary."
"l weakened only onoa A montl

belore my liberatlon. A Nazi guard
told me that America's 'pig Jew
president' - Franklitr D. Roevelt
- had died- I wepl"

later Ttompson Hed to saeat out
of tbe barac}s durbg aa.air raid.
*What was left of me lad this arful
dysentery. Tte Germaus caught me
c.oming out of t[e lahioe

"0ne clubbed me oo the torehcad
with his rifle."

Ttompson, after the war a Narry
procurement oflicial for $ years,
was half<.onscious in the POW hcpi-
tal ou April 16, l9{5. A fellow POW
and friend, Richard Vaughn shook
hirn awake.

"Ite British army's here," Vaugbn
said. "We're free."

j

I

I
u

At 16 Robert T. Tbompson went to
war.

At 19 he caroe bome, a veteran of
the.bloodiest convoy duty of World
f,iar II and of 2 years, 9 montlu aud
16 days as a German prisoner.

"I'm a survivor" say tbe words on

his blue T-sbirt
He more th'" survived.
Germans torpedoed his ship in

Artitic waters C'ermaos were c!m-
ingJ Eis commandbg officer ordercd
hitri to tN his revolver into the
water. 'So to bell," the gunaeds
mate seood dass told tbe euigu

h Gernaay be tried b escape He
raised a U.S. llag lnside AdoU Hit-
ler! Third Reich.

Germaus bayoneted TbomPon.
Thev smasbed his head with a rifle
but!. ftey repeatedly locked him
into solitary onlinemenL lte teen-
agdr's weight fell from l{5 to 97

prinds. At 6{. be smiles.
lThe only t[ing I really lost was

pride," Ttompon says.

"J never noticed," says his wife,
Rae.

Tlompou touches bis silver flar-
inimrstacle and [u short har{. tt's
thehind ol bab the British like to see

on $eir navd heroe.
!!e joined tbe Navy at 16 in Miami

thEday afts tbe Japalese atbcked
Pegrl Harbor and brought America
inb World sar II. "I coerced my
mqther ilto signing a paper that I
wa 18.

't wanted to kick tbe Jaoaoese. I
neier sar ooe. But I sa'i orough
G{man troops to till a nightroare,"
ne 5aYs.

German s[bmariues began savag-
iDd Us. ship ofl the East Coast
''Ite Navy gave tP of ts three

weeks' bot carup aod three weels'
gun trainiry and put us on lreighten
and oilenas gun cnrs."

0n Friday tte lStb ol Marcb, l9{2,
be sailed oo the lreigbter Carhoo. It
canied lt taals, toos of ammunition,
more toos ol TNl, lood and other
war supplie lor the Soviet Unioo.

"I badl't cven heard of Russia. I
nas a tid of the Great Depression; I
worke4 oot scbooled. Id never been

!o sea bdc€, I was so ercited,"
Tbonpoo sayr

Tbe ttrill dido't die wbeo the
crew's gul - it lirtd slells fou inc!.
es il dianehr - broke dudlg test
tiring. It didn't die sben the 5,0fl).ton
Ccrltoo pused partially submerged
bulks of otber US. merchant sblps

tiat U-boals had torpedoed.
He ras cojoyiag lil€. The l0 NavY

men aboard tbe Carltoo ses tle t{
civilian erewmen. Bot ThomPson

Tlc Sao Dlcgo Uoloo/Michael Darden

Robert T. Thompson holds tag he wore while in POW camp-
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2, Janurry 1990

rtohn Erom
t82O 6th AvcnuorNorth
LcvlctonrlD 6)lOl

C.A. LloYd
5712 Prrtrllgo Lcnr
lelrlghrl{O 27609

DIr oherlrr r

Thenk you for yo,rr l.ttcr .nd thr prokrt of lnforutlon on your
orgrntzrtlon. I s.. not rrrro l,hrt th.r. n. r netloml al8ool tlon. of
for@r USN Ar!.d (Hurdr. I rlll try to eissor your rprolfrlo quratlona
end rrpleln vhy I hrv. r rprchl lntereat ln tho US!. Arud Ouard!.

Flrctrnorl ne not born i,n Erlt lnrbut 1n l{.y lork Clty. [y paronts
rrturrrod to Sootlrnd vlth na In 1912 ln r futllo rttcupt to rrcepr tho
Erxt D.pr.r.loB of lhrt tlrrrnd I grov up la Olugor. 'Jhon vrr crnr,
thr Olacgor rr.r rr! not rblr,tz.dr r. London end. othrr oltt.. .ndur.d.,
but lr. r,n g.d to g.t anr rhrrr. fhe boablng rrldt bcgrn for ut on rbou!
.luly.f94o ylth r d.yltght r.td on r loorl Solb-Royc. frotory thrt yu
produclng pertr for rtrcnfL raginer. Llt.r oro th. nlght nldr on thc.
lhlplnrdt rnd th. Olydrbulc do.k dl.tllct. lhr night nldg rcrr noty.ry roount.rert of th. boab. foll ln thr tcnront rov hqtcea of !h.
rhlpyrrd vork.rurrrlultlng la eban! 170 dmthr on on. p$tlculer reld.
th. rtt ott th.h rhlft.d to thr rtflnrrlor rnd rhlp rnirhoregr et nrtrby
orronoot. thenrrxorpt for nulrencr nld! tn4 rcoonnlrornol alrcnft,r.Iorryl b3t ur pr.tty qroh rlonr. thtr me durlng vhrt ls nov broYa ra
th. t lrttl. of 8rltrln. pheer of thr nr. lh. Rolnl ttr. toroo(RlF)
gcto xrll 4...rv.d! orrdlt for vl,nnlng thr Erttk of Brttrln, Hirovir,
hlatory hrr r!,nsr ahom thet Brtt tr Ylr rtlll belng rtrrr4 lnto !ub-
abrlonlend, thrt thr flnrl outooEa of th. yr,r vtr drotded by thr rn
vho nllod'1a thr.oonvoya rlurtng thr. r8rttlo of thr lthntto.r

I rtt.nal.d r orthollo obE.ntery .ohool tn thorr drya rnd rc rlld r
lot of pnlrlng for tlro. llr.r oC ttr. an rho arLh4, ln thoae oonvoy!.
llyrrrt v.r. rung drllJt rnd u,!!.r offcrrd.up fo'r. th.h {fcty. A co@n
rrylng ln Ohagor on drrk stor4r nlgfrta no rOod holp thr rill,ort oa I
nlglrt llkr thb.l (f lamrd htcr thrt lt nr thr olorrcollt utghta
thrt thr rrllorr drlrlc0 re tJrr U-bortc r.ldor rttrck.d durlag rtoiay
rrttrcrl) thcr..[r.t be thcunnrls of [y gcntrrtlon rho rtatubJr offci-
lng up thorr pnyrrr end rbo err atl,ll gretcl\rl to th. rlrnl.r.r l.trlnrglto of ell thr pnyrrr ud u.trrarthr n.rrf.cl! of thr fi,m qontlnucd
to rhov thr bodlot of nrn froq thr torpedo.d. rhlpt bcing pluokcd froc
thr ooou;oon yho lut hrr. dtod horrlbb dntha rr !hc! chokod on tbr
thlck oll. Looking brckrlrtlll ftnrl tt difflcult to tnltnr thr courrgc
of thr qon Yho rrtl.{ on t nk.ra crrrl'{ng thoulrnd3 of grllonr of gerl
ollnrror on rhlpa loedrd rtth tqrntt!,on .nd .rplollv.r. grgrrr[ral ofth. tyP3 of orrgorlt 4rtt hrt. teken grrrt oouraE. to hll la cny
l,tt.rntio convoy !,n thoar dryr. I dqrbg lf ra of thrt tP.ol.l br..A
oal bo folnd todry. Jcttlng ln oodort eotorr thet vtld d1rurr of
eru ln r frr horral todryrr trav.llrr hec lltth or no conorpt of tho
r!d.rql. druer thet unfoldid'cllcr,brlor dlrlng ItUIl.

(oh$lrr,1 b.grr tjtk lctt.r tnt.ndln8 to t.ll lFu hoz I foud r
.prol,rt rttrohult to th. USI lro.diourtdi. Pl.r!. forglv. thr rborr
llgrrrlonr ud tlll try to grt to th. polnt.)

l,r I rlntlon.d rerllcrrl hrd bccn born ln Nrv lork rhlch quellflcd
- lor Alrlorn ottlz.nrhlp. So,rt thr rt of flfl..n I brgra to b.t th.
tt Frrr,crn oonrul b.oh.Eor for r ohrnor to york Dy pr.[8. io lurlor.
Er rrlvl:rrl nr thrt brceuro of ley r8r rnd rrpcrl.nao tbrrr. nrnlt uob
ctraor of ry gctttng r Job o r ehtp. But ry prrrtrtrnor. Fld of;?. In r
fr rrokr b. told,D thrt ti.r. nr r rhlp lylng rt 0a!dlftrhl.., th^t
n3 tD n .d o! r nrrboy. SorrrE d vlth r relcr[ lrttrr tron thr 0oarul-
eto cffloc rddrcrrod to hhr !lrtcrr9.9. P.B)rlvuler t hudrd. rq.rth
for cerdLff ln thr olorlng dry. of t:}re nr.

fhrrc rcro tvo wrrboyr on thc rPrnnrylruhrr o!. for thr olvllten
ororrrad onr tor thr rhron Lo,USn .lr[.d Ouerd gu! orey yho vrro.tn
ohergr of r ydrrrg onrlgno I vrr gly.n thc Job of gplr or.r lmrboy. I'hr;r
rrrr r ohorrt\rlrbrppy-go-luolcy orcv ybo yor.. looklng fornrd: to rotrrn-
lag to tho 9tetrr nov thrt th. rr! ln Dtrop..rrr n.rrlng.rn.!d; Frot
Uro.rtrrt I Hr. sr. orl.rr rdoptrr! by th^t gun cr.e vho nlolrnud ur
'Scotty.r thrlr. flrat rot of k!,nd,ncrr !o E nr to lcn n r pa cort
(scvcrrl rlzrr too blgrhrtrey Oodllt rer r.rql) rni,r yoolol ntch oep.
Althougb tb. eltllhn ooot(t yor. !U offlo!, l .up.rrfuort, tt nr tbo
gutt e!.v rho truglrt r ry dutlor. tboudr !t nr thr gm .-.r vho trugbt
r thr lnrlun elug t.rE thrt I dldnrt.urd.srttnd. It r.lr thr.Euc c'.r
vLo t u€ht D hov to oauo ln 

^Drlorn 
uonry-ior dhrr end,nlakrlr rglcr

.lly b.oir!. r t('lrr blt !(Ooirh6l!rsoottyrpey rttcntton.tso fqr8. bltr,trc
rct olglrt bltr. tro tour bl,tr lr.-1 rbud<r for Clrnlrretrol). tt vrr tbe .

gun, ct.v yhorrft.r thrh holplrrc hughtor rt qy cluu:t rffortrltrlet to
toroh o.hoc to nnrgc tn qr s r llfrbqt bobb{-g rlorgrld. thr rhlp
durlng e lllrbort dr.lll vhllc a. rrlt.d for tJr. oonvoy to lon up ncc
B.Ifrrt. (I lcrrnod, htrr thrt thlr rrr thr hrt rortbannrl ltlualo.
ocrvoy of tho nr.) Ii nr thr chycn r.n gun or.y rho ot!. up vl,th trn
dlffrreat sur.r for qy ecrrlcbrrrr thrt dldrrt rorkrud o!. tbrt dful(lry
ueclcrrr). Lt.rrvb.n th. oorroJi t|ln lnto l, dant. fogrurl la tbr rarutlg
nlcr of rhlpr rnd foghorar thr l3onarylrrnler nr no& trlo. b1r oth.t
rhtprrlt rl. on. of thr gutr .r.r tho ch.qt d. thr frrteaLn6r of ry llt
Jrctrt end Frt r fr.rh brtt.ry b tbrt ltttb rrd. ftght thrt rlenglrrl
fror. lt. Hr rlro rtrrffol r nt rprool crrto of cltrr.tt.. larl{r qy

llfc Jrokrtrcghlnlng 'Urng on to thrt,gootty.te ltgbg ylrd up b r
nf! rltlr roD guy. tlut rrckr.r

Af'trr thr oonroy brok uprth. lP.nnrylvrnh. 1xrt lnto dryCodc r!
BrMmr. for r.Inlrr of tho.olllrlon drugo tt hrd rurtrlnrO. I rlrar
crb.r thrt ovcnl,agrlulog on tho trtl rr I vrtch.d th. clty of
Erlttlorc..rplodr lnto r dotou! orralvrl of l!,Ebtrh rhrrp rontrut to
ule 6roy diy. rnd. bholcdt dt nlght. of vrtttD Bdtrln. lh., ltghtj
rc.od! to br bookontng t to r n.Y rr,ra ttr r a.t luC yrt I Llt @lt
rrdnrrr rt lnvlng !y IrnI rbtg brothrrrr ln tlrc gun. cr.r yhorln tb.lr
cr!.ft.. ny hr<t latroiucrd D to r nrv o.rlturr. I 'nr lhppy thrt thcy
rilld rooa b. r.wlt.d,rlth thctr frElll.r,but lcrvlng tbrt rhlp nt,
to D,Ju.i llkr lmvlng r hrppy hou.

Jt nr r .qll notr,o. ln qrr loql Fprr,by l'llu rnd Dolly hl{rrcll.
of g.glcrldrho,umoulrofug r nlnl-rrunlon of th. USI 

^rud 
OurlA thrt

tr!,ggrrcd.th3.. DEoFr.c.. 8v.a though f rnr probrbly tho vorldr: vorrt
orrbcyrl rtlll orldor lt . prlrtl.ge to hrrlnt b.cn rllov3di ta ..rva
thrt gun cror.

ohrrlcr rthc gootthh p€t,lurnr , oncr lld r

rorrvarld tlut ood thr glfilc glrc ur,
&a r.. ulol i r rr lthorr ro ur.l

lf yd| thlrda tlut tbor.. rcsl,nrrocnsrr of rb. v6rld hrlp forrn lrrd
Oucdr to ror.thosrlvrr rr olhrrl rv thorthrn fccl frco to prlnt rll
or rny Frt of th$ l.it.r b your ng.zlne rlh. Polntcr.'

i:ik'.*4;,::;

xr. c. r. Lloyd

atr.t r Eta of r r@ry, rld r €ontrlDttlon.

It nr .rrly $nlng l! itEty ,,9a1 rh.s olr .blp r.a

.lluog thr,oogb th. cr.rt hrst.r laaf rlong th.,co.at ol
Au.tsalh @ clatlnu. on to tha Corrl 8.t.. thla p.ltlcolrr

rnlng n hr. .t ndlng our r.tuha c.Q. r 4 ncch b.lDg rt

th! 3.!8 gED Dunt, .t th. !t ra of th. .blP. tt }!. ry LDlt,
belag tbr gunara !ata, rltar C.Q. to cbact olt rtapon along

yltt tha atllLr to aa. 1l .try FrL bd to b. doa. 06 lt .turlng

.th. alry. tboatty .ftar G.g. r.r oulr a taport car. lril tha

lolrlrd r.tcb t!.t ..v.s.t .hlpa r.r. o! tL bortoi, rrld rocl.l

taaa oa oD tba Dort alil.. L tL dl.tuc- clo..d b.tnaa our

.htp. ! coutd rx tb.C tb.ra Fr. thr.a lnrlcJr dartrolnra h
r .h91. llr.. I nirnd r.tdhg h th. A tad r .t bot
cr4) that lfralng t.il @lora to a t[..lDg nnhtg n. . xlEt .

Our lt.g.t ft rr rutcd J||.t torurrd ol th. t.!! 9u! tsb, t
rrtt.d .r th. ilrat ahlp r.. prrrlag ua rail lons.d osr ll.9
.rd tta ru lt qr rgela ,uat to aaa uirt rculd bagra, rad

to rt sact {ch d.atFy.r .a lt p.aaad, dlEraa ltr sl,oar
to qa.

ttla r.t! laclal-lt hrr rlnyr .t t'.d vttl r b.c.E..
ot tL rtqt taatrct bati,.a! rlcbrtt rhrp rd r3dlp. t
tlor t!.t dl t!. raa oa rrtsl t!.t lly tll. t L pttc. nr.

Dsold ot osr llrgr ]rd to D. 9.rt ol tb. g.t. Lrtr.
Oss &ltaatt 3ht9 ver tL tohr !. !.a!-t

HAnOt.I) E CrXg)N
25HAI,IpI'XTDNN/E
PI.AIMNZW,H.Y.
I1803
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HMAS V[/la: Duilt rt BHFI Vhyalh Shipyerd in South Au*ralia ll4/a
(Licutcnent LN. Morriron, MNR(SD cornmhsioncd .t th.t port on 8 January
l$2. Shc oomplctcd hct \rcr&lrg up'pclbd, nrnniry hcr ttiab, rnd procc&d to
thc easacrn Go.st shcc rhc rcnrcd on crodt duty until Dcccmbc l9{2.

ln the mentimc rhc had bccn in Sydncy Harbor during thc Japancsc midga
arbmarinc operation. On 12 June. in cornpany with thc dcstroyu USS Pabns,
llAlla hed cconcd en cight*hip convoy from Ncwcastlc to Mclbourne, and cn
ro.tter straggler - thc Panamrnian rrcscl Graarnala - trar ioq.fud and eunk.

Vhda tcwcd with thc Lilliput opcretbn during thc Buna cnpaign; in Jenuary
19{3 rhc was cngagcd on corrtd nrrvtry *ot! with HMA Shipe &clla and Polrril
during e bombing inacl on Crpc Nclson Pcntnsuh in Mclertn Hrrbotrr, lilcr
Guince. This inci&nt ws dcscribcd cerlia. Sutwying undcr diftcultk: continucd,

Hl0rS7f1d.

rnd toaret& thc cnd of Aptil HMAS Slrcppcrm canc lcaming in to rtliec h6.
WTlFltd rcturnd to Aurreli. in Jurr 1943 ud undcrwart an cxtcruivc rcfit

bcfort proccdlng to thc erst @6at to cng.gc In convoy 6@rt oncc morc. Thir
ccwicc 

'continucd- 
undl t9fi. md it irrludcd wccb off Sendy Capr. ln Dcctrnbct

Lieutcrnnt€ommendcr N.& Rc.d. RAN' assumcd omrnend' and Vtryalh
bccrrm r unit of tlrc 2lc Min:rurccping F'lqilla, &itish Pecific Flcct. Frorn Merch
until Mey rhc condnucd hcr rnti-arb prtrcl and ccort &tic beturccn Mrnul end
thc Philippincn tdeiq rbo in thc rervling fot thc Oliuwl rsreult.

Follouir4 r rcft ln Ausnlh ln Jurr l9{5' Vlrclla cumod to Manur o-n 2 July.
rnd to trcr-crcon dudcr kr tlrc ercr. Aftcr the wr. rith Lic'utcnrot G.LB. Peny,
MNVR, ln cornmu{ rhc rcnrcd for r drot pcrftd on mlncrwceping rnd enti-
pirecy prrob ln Hong lbng retcn.' 

On t6 Mry 19{6 lttlttlld nH off rt Brl$ene, ud nina mmthc latct on l0
F$ruery 19{7, dr rl purdrud bv thc Vicrorirn hblic llortr Dcpatmcnq rnd
on E Novtmbcr rr t.lcn in tow rt BriSanc by the tug HMAS R.!.nE SIF
ochcd Mclbornc 6 deyr htcr.

Vtrlla wer renam.d Rfi lronouring r forms vtrscl, rrd vcry roon rhc ur
oesrfonS rr r ll3ho nrlntcnrncc rhip fc thc Vkrorlen Pmr rnd Huborn
f,icpartrtcnt. Acco'rdiry to Eport llit L ;till in rcrvie rnrintriniq nrvige*tn liSht
in Port Phillip Bry,

:1,
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Jwre 15r 1989

Itr. Charles A. Lloyd
5712 Partrldge Lane
Raleish, N.c.27609

Slr,
After reading the last verslon of lHE POINTER. I

did some digging lnto my old photographs and negatives
and found aome concernlng the Liberty shlp "Alexander
Ranaey', of whlch I sas AGC.

The plx are numbered fron 1 to /. I've written
short captlons for each, and then some longer descriptlons
for some of them. You nay flnd these pir and captions
useful as posslble POINIER materlal.

l. Mannlng a 20mm - on€ of ny favorites because
of ltr sharp silhouette contraat against the sky.

2. A 2-man Jap aubmarlne on a barge at Tacloban
in the Phllllplnes.

3. Rorlng an Alexander Ramsey lifeboat ln Naples
harbor durlng llfeboat drlll.

4. A comdade convoy liberty on a rough Atlantic
voyage.

J. A general vlew nldshlps of the Alexander Ramsey
taken from the forarard mast.

5. Some of the 1993 Jap prlsoners hauled fron
Cebu to tacloban in the Phllllplnes.

?. Menbers of Armed Guard crew at l"-50 bow gun.

Addttlonal lnfo to numbered captLonsr-

2. As we approached KwaJalaln fsland to get directions
to an unloadlng port in the Philllpines. we weretold to
head for Cebu. lhere we unloaded our eargo fron Nap1es,
Ital.y. After completlng unloadlng, vre rvere told to take
L993 Jap prlsonere to llacloban. aeveral hundred niles up
the coa:lt. lhey were cronded into the etnpty cargo hitl,ds.
lfhey rero unloaded geveral days later and ue were oddere{
to stand-by for orders. Iater we sent up the coast to
take on water f,lr our last voyage back to Callfornla.
this rag ahortly after the Japs su$€ndered.

l. On our trlp to Naplas, the Alerander Ramsey had a
dect cargo of steam locomotl,ves and tendera. Slnce onLy
one off-loading crane tn the harbor could handle these
loads and sas vory busy. we had to nalt several weeks at
anchor. Durlng this tlm€. we had life boat drills, goft
ball (so called) ganesiwlth oth€r Liberty crews and trips
ln Navy trucks to nearby ahore areas including Toulon,
Arles, Avignon, Bandol and Cannes. The "soft ball'r
gaDes Here rathsr roqEh as members of the crew can€
aboard wlth toln ghlrts and scratched faces.

7. On lts last voyage, nurnber 10, the Armed Guard
crew was reduced to eleven men. Included were (not in
any or{er) r

Berg. Howard I. Wn 2/c
Davl'nport, Warren tl. GM )/c
Gregurlch, Joseph Vl. S L/c
Grlzzle. Aubrey P. SM l./c
Janklewicz, John J. S t,/c
torrls, Darrell D. S 1./c
Soa6h, Charles B. SM 3/c
Stolllngs, Robert N. S trlc-
Updegraff. Ceorge W. Gn 3/cflldernuth. George F. S. l/c
tllson, Joseph. E. S l/c

Hope you can nake uss of thia rnaterlal. It ras
fun to itrtirt Uactc of those daye! Please returrr plx
lhen finished.

cordlally,

lil, K.S ,

lValter K. Seiffert
R.D. 2 Box 1252
Iancagter, Ya. 22503

804-t+62-??)L

f'€lL
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Lone Sallor
U.S. NAVY MEMORIAL

Washington, D.C.

DEDICATION
To the Officers and Men who sailed the ships of

World War II,
especially to those who lost their lives, and to

their families.

THE U.S.N. ARMED GUARD WW I AND WW II VETERANS .,IOth'' NATIONAL REUNION WILL BE HELD AT
THE HYATT.REGENCY HOTEL, 3OO LIGHT STREET, BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21207, I-8OO-228-9OOO ON
MAy 25-28, 1991. HOSTS WILL BE ALEX AND EDITH LOMBARDI, 14 BROOK FIELD ROAD, MONTCI-AIR, NEW JERSEY
07043,I-2OI-783-7578. BE SURE TO LET THE HOTEL KNOW THAT YOU ARE U.S.N. ARMED GUARD WHEN
MAKING RESERVATIONS. MAKE YOUR RESERVATION EARLY, YOUSE GUYS!! YOUSES EARNED IT, Y'ALL!!

*******************************************

USN Armed Guard WW II Veterans
STI2Parvidge Lane
Raleigh, N.C. 27609-4126
1-(919)-876 -5537

ADDRESS CORRECTION REOUESTED

Remember PearlHarbor!
December 7, 7947

Support The USN Armed Guard
WW II Veterans Reunions

3779

JOSEFH T. COLGANI

3f]B FELTON ROAD

LUTHERVILLE I'ID ?Tc'9]

Non Profit
Organization

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Permit No. 2322

Raleigh, N.C.

SEPTEMBER 20,1990
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